
ASSISTING IN WORSHIP 
Lector: Gretchen Walker 

Communion Assistant: Margaret Garrison 
Ushers: Wendell Overby, Frank Irvin,  

Tony Folino, Nick Lovelace, Jason Pittard 
Greeter: Barbara Albright 

Building Supervisor: Wendell Overby 

 

 

 
PRAYER LIST 

Cecil Berry (friend of Gretchen Walker); Family of Michael Black (nephew of Patsy Black); 
Patsy Black; George Brinkman (Friend of Margaret Garrison); Patrick Bryn (son of Kirby & 
Sondra Bryn); Angie Buchanan; Mike & Debbie Cagle (friends of Robert & Debbie Davis); 

Noah Clifton; Karey Conrad (friend of Dee Pieschel); Catherine Durst (daughter of Anne & 
Dee Hodges); Nadine Filipak (friend of Al & Dee Pieschel); Phyllis Freeman (Mother of 

Fonda Shumate); Ed Frost (friend of the Marlow’s); Ginger Gibbs (Friend of Jeff & Deedee 
Gilbert); Jeff Gilbert; Tom Grady; Nancy Haney (loved one of Betsy Ballard); Ryan 

Hardister (son of Bill & Reggie Hardister); Maureen Hollmeyer; Hunter Huss; Family of 
Dale Johnson (Friend of Dale Merrell); Mary Frances Johnson (cousin of Francie Davis); 
Karen Johnston (friend of Judy Benz); Mary Anne Lanahan (Aunt of Francie Davis); Ruth 

Lawler (friend of Dee & Al Pieschel); John Ledford (brother of Deb Black); Leonard 
“Buddy” McEachern; Barbara Merrell; Deb & Roger Myers (friends of Deb Black); Dave 

Olsen (friend of Patsy Black); Mason Overby; Stan Parnell (friend of Rob & Debbie Davis); 
Becky Phillips; Al Pieschel; Lori Pittard; Lori Ruff (mother of Christine Ruff); Jessica Seeley 

(cousin of Christine Ruff); Ruby Tyer (niece of Beth Huss’ friend). 

 
 

 
To assist in your offering 

Secure Online Giving 
  
 
  

 

Open Camera – Scan QR Code 
Thank you for supporting St. James 

The Day of Pentecost 
May 24, 2026 

 
The Holy Communion 

with Affirmation of Baptism 

10:00am 
 

 

 
 
 

St. James Lutheran Church 
104 Union Street South 

PO Box 684 
Concord, North Carolina 28026 

704-786-0166 
www.sjnc.net  

Rev. William C. Ridenhour, Pastor 

http://www.sjnc.net/


Welcome to St. James Lutheran Church 
Maybe you need forgiveness, or maybe you need to forgive ... Maybe 

you’re tired and you need a little space to breathe ... Maybe you’re trying 
church for the first time, or maybe you’re trying church for the last time... 
Maybe you’ve spent your whole life wondering if God really loves you... Maybe 
you’re lonely...  Maybe you’re sick... Maybe you came here looking for a 
miracle... Maybe you came here looking for another church but got disoriented 
and came here instead, and now it’s too late to get up and walk out... Maybe, 
with God, there are no accidents... Maybe, with God, there is hope and healing 
and miraculous companionship... Maybe, with God, there is space to breathe 
and forgiveness on top of forgiveness... Maybe, with God, there is love... Maybe, 
with God here in our midst, we will hear those words that still split open the 
heavens, “You are my son!  You are my daughter! You are my beloved. You. In 
you I am well pleased!”  Maybe this is why we gather together, week after week 
after week, here at St. James. 

No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you are 
welcome in this place - not just by the Saints at St. James, but by the God who 
revealed himself in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus, our brother, and 
our friend. 

Welcome to St. James. 
 

If you are comfortable doing so, please introduce yourself to Pastor Bill.  If you 
have visited with us a number of times and think you might want to “make it official,” 
please speak to Pastor Bill.   If you have any questions, please feel free to speak to the 
person next to you or to an usher. 
 Restrooms are located on the first and second floor of the Education Building.  
A nursery is available for children up to and including five years of age on the first 
floor of the education building.  An usher will be happy to help you find them. 
 If you’re visiting or if you have been here for 99 years (and are willing to do so), 
please sign a pew pad. 
 

Let us know you visited! 
 
 
 
 

Scan to connect! 

BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK 
 

May 27 – Brad Baker, Brett Benson 
May 28 – Lindsey Olsen 
May 29 – Dylan Rutemiller 
 

 

CHURCH CALENDAR THIS WEEK 
 

Sunday, May 24         VBS Registration Opens 
9:00am Adult Sunday School 
9:00am Choir 
9:30am Children’s Sunday School 

    10:00am Worship 
 
Monday, May 25         Church Office Closed 

 
Thursday, May 28 6:30pm Choir Rehearsal  
 
Sunday, May 31 9:00am Adult Sunday School 

9:00am Choir 
9:30am Children’s Sunday School 

    10:00am Worship 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 
 

 

St James Lutheran Church: 
Growing in Christ through Worship, Learning, Fellowship and Service. 

 

 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
 

 
 

Please silence your phones. Thank you. 

 
When not printed, hymn harmonies may be found in the green LBW hymnal. 

 

Welcome 

 
 
Prelude                     Choral varié sur le theme du “Veni Creator”      Maurice Duruflé 
 
 
Please stand. 

THE INVOCATION 
P In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen.  
 
 
THE ENTRANCE HYMN: #161 O Full of Grace 

 



 
 

THE APOSTOLIC GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
 
THE KRYIE 

 

 
 
THE HYMN OF PRAISE 

 



 
 
THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P The Lord be with you 
C And also with you. 
P  God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, as you sent upon the disciples the 

promised gift of the Holy Spirit, look upon your Church and open our hearts to 
the power of the Spirit. Kindle in us the fire of your love, and strengthen our 
lives for service in your kingdom; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.    

C  Amen. 
 

 
 
 
Please sit. 

THE FIRST READING: Acts 2:1-21 

1 When the day of Pentecost had come, [the apostles] were all together in one 
place. 2 And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, 
and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. 3 Divided tongues, as of fire, 
appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. 4 All of them were filled 
with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them 
ability. 
   5 Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in 
Jerusalem. 6 And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each 
one heard them speaking in the native language of each. 7 Amazed and astonished, 
they asked, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? 8 And how is it that we hear, 
each of us, in our own native language? 9 Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of 
Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, 
Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews 
and proselytes, 11 Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we hear them speaking 
about God’s deeds of power.” 12 All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, 
“What does this mean?” 13 But others sneered and said, “They are filled with new 
wine.” 
  14 But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Men of 
Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I 
say. 15 Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the 
morning. 16 No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel: 
 17 ‘In the last days it will be, God declares, 
 that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 
  and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 
 and your young men shall see visions, 
  and your old men shall dream dreams. 
 18 Even upon my slaves, both men and women, 
  in those days I will pour out my Spirit; 
   and they shall prophesy. 
 19 And I will show portents in the heaven above 
  and signs on the earth below, 
   blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 
 20 The sun shall be turned to darkness 
  and the moon to blood, 
   before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day. 
 21 Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ ” 



A The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
THE SECOND READING: I Corinthians 12:3b-13 

No one can say ‘Jesus is Lord’ except by the Holy Spirit. 
4 Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 5 and there are varieties of 

services, but the same Lord; 6 and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same 
God who activates all of them in everyone. 7 To each is given the manifestation of the 
Spirit for the common good. 8 To one is given through the Spirit the utterance of 
wisdom, and to another the utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, 9 to 
another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 10 to 
another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another the discernment of 
spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of 
tongues. 11 All these are activated by one and the same Spirit, who allots to each one 
individually just as the Spirit chooses. 

12 For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of 
the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 13 For in the one Spirit we 
were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made 
to drink of one Spirit. 
 
 A The Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Please stand. 

THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

 
 
THE HOLY GOSPEL 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 20th chapter. 

 
When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the 

house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and 
stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ 20 After he said this, he showed them 
his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus 
said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send 
you.’ 22 When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, ‘Receive the 
Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the 
sins of any, they are retained.’ 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 
 
Please sit. 

THE SERMON       Pastor Bill Ridenhour 
 
 
Please stand. 

THE HYMN OF THE DAY: #189 We Know that Christ Is Raised 
 

 
 
 



 
 

 
 

AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM (RENEWAL) 
P Brothers and sisters in Christ: In Holy Baptism our Lord Jesus Christ received 

you and made you members of his Church. In the community of God's people, 
you have learned from his Word God's loving purpose for you and all creation. 
You have been nourished at his holy table and called to be witnesses to the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 
Now, therefore, I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and 
confess the faith of the Church, the faith in which we baptize. 

 
Do you renounce all the forces of evil, the devil, and all his empty promises? 

C I do. 
 
P Do you believe in God the Father? 
C  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 
 
P Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
C  I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

  He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
   and born of the virgin Mary. 
  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
   was crucified, died, and was buried. 
  He descended into hell.* 
  On the third day he rose again. 
  He ascended into heaven, 
   and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
  He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 
P Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
C I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic Church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting. Amen 
 
Please sit or kneel, as able. 

A Let us pray for all the baptized everywhere, the church and the world.  
 

That the baptized may be redeemed from all evil and rescued from the way of 
sin and death. That the Holy Spirit may open their hearts to your grace and 
truth: That they may be kept in the faith and communion of your holy Church.  

 That they may be sent into the world in witness to your love. That they may be 
brought to the fullness of your peace and glory: Lord, in your mercy, hear our 
prayer. 

 
Gracious God, thank you for giving us the same Spirit that filled your beloved 
Son. Thank you for the gifts of that Spirit, given so we may bless and praise 
you, and proclaim your love to those who need it most. Lord, in your 
mercy, hear our prayer. 

  
Pour out your Spirit upon the Church. Kindle in it the flame of truth, holiness, 
and goodness. Make it steadfast in suffering, faithful in witness, generous in 
service, and ardent in worship. Conform it to Christ, so that, through your 
Spirit, many are drawn to faith in Him. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 



Renew the hearts, minds, worship, and life of this congregation. Make us lovely 
and loving, joyful and kind, faithful and forgiving, generous and patient, 
humble and valiant. Make us look like Jesus, and use us to draw others into his 
nearer presence. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

  
Through your Spirit, you gave the apostles words to proclaim your saving truth 
to pilgrims from many nations. Let us use words wisely and well. Give us a 
passion for speaking truth in love. By that same Spirit, discipline our tongues 
to refrain from words that hurt without cause, from convenient lies, and from 
rhetoric that inflames base passions. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

  
Instruct the leaders of the nations in your ways, O Lord. Give them the Spirit of 
wisdom and understanding, counsel and might, knowledge and fear of you, 
their Lord; so that they, and the people in their care, may have joy in your 
presence. Teach all of us the things that make for peace; and give us a spirit 
willing to them. We pray especially for all those whose duty places them in 
harm’s way, especially Mason. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

  
On this Memorial Day weekend, we lovingly commend into your care all our 
beloved dead, especially those who gave their life in service of their country. 
Keep their memories fresh and bright. Spur us to deeds of faithfulness, 
generosity, and self-sacrifice. And hasten the day when wars shall cease, evil is 
vanquished, every tear is wiped away, and you are truly all in all. Lord, in your 
mercy, hear our prayer. 

  
Bring healing and hope also to everyone who has been afflicted by suffering, 
and who needs the grace of your life-giving Spirit. Lord, in your mercy, hear 
our prayer. 

  
For all the saints who from their labors rest, we praise you, O Lord. May their 
faithful witness guide our discipleship. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 
P Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your 

mercy, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.     
C Amen 
 
 

Please stand. 

P You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to continue in 
the covenant God made with you in Holy Baptism: 

  to live among God's faithful people, 
  to hear his Word and share in his supper, 
  to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed, 
  to serve all people, following the example of our Lord Jesus, 
  and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth? 
C I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 
 
P Let us pray. 
P Gracious Lord, through water and the Spirit you have made these men and 

women your own. You forgave them all their sins and brought them to newness 
of life. Continue to strengthen them with the Holy Spirit, and daily increase in 
them your gifts of grace: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of 
counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit 
of joy in your presence; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord.   

C Amen 
 
THE PEACE 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
 
Please sit. 

THE ANTHEM                    I will not leave you comfortless                  Everett Titcomb 
 

I will not leave you comfortless; 
I will come to you yet again. Alleluia. 

And your heart shall be joyful. Alleluia. 
 
THE OFFERING 
 
Please stand. 
THE OFFERTORY 



 

 
 
THE OFFERTORY PRAYER 
A Let us pray. 
A Blessed are you,  
C O Lord our God, maker of all things.  Through your goodness you have 
 blessed us with these gifts.  With them we offer ourselves to your service 
 and dedicate our lives to the care and redemption of all that you have 
 made, for the sake of him who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.  
 Amen     
 

 
 

THE COMMUNION RITE 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
P It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times  
 and in all places offer thanks and praise to you,  
 O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord;  
who rose beyond the bounds of death  
 and, on this day, as he had promised,  
 poured out your Spirit of life and power upon the chosen disciples.  
At this the whole earth exults in boundless joy.  
And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven,  
 we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

 
 
P Holy God, holy and mighty one, holy and immortal: you we praise and glorify, 

you we worship and adore.  You formed the earth from chaos; you encircled the 
globe with air; you created fire for warmth and light; you nourish the lands 
with water.  You molded us in your image, and with mercy higher than the 
mountains, with grace deeper than the seas, you blessed the Israelites and 
cherished them as your own. 
 



That also we, estranged and dying, might be adopted to live in your Spirit, you 
called to us through the life and death of Jesus, who in the night in which he 
was betrayed, took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 
saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this for the 
remembrance of me.   
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 
people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
Together as the body of Christ, we proclaim the Lord's death until he comes: 

C Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 
P With this bread and cup we remember your Son, the first-born of your new 

creation.  We remember his life lived for others, and his death and 
resurrection, which renews the face of the earth.  We await his coming when, 
with the world made perfect through your wisdom, all our sins and sorrows will 
be no more. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
P Holy God, holy and merciful one, holy and compassionate, send upon us and 

this meal your Holy Spirit, whose breath revives us for life, whose fire rouses us 
to love.  Enfold in your arms all who share this holy food.  Nurture in us the 
fruits of the Spirit, that we may be a living tree, sharing your bounty with all 
the world. 

C Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 
 
P Holy and benevolent God, receive our praise and petitions, as Jesus received 

the cry of the needy, and fill us with your blessing, until, needy no longer and 
bound to you in love, we feast forever in the triumph of the Lamb: through 
whom all glory and honor is yours, O God, O Living One, with the Holy Spirit, 
in your holy Church, now and forever. 

C Amen 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
P Lord, remember us in your Kingdom and teach us to pray:   

C Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name,   
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those  
who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.   

For thine is the kingdom,  
and the power, and the glory,  
forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

 

 
Please sit. 

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION  
Q: What is the Sacrament of the Altar? 
A: Instituted by Christ himself, it is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus 

Christ under the bread and wine, given to us Christians to eat and to drink. 



Q: What is the benefit of such eating and drinking? 
A: We are told in the words “for you” and “for the forgiveness of sins.”  By these 

words the forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation are given to us in the 
sacrament, for where there is forgiveness of sins, there are also life and 
salvation. 

  -Luther’s Small Catechism Part V 
 

Jesus bids all the baptized to feast at his table. For those unable to partake of wine, white 
grape juice is available.  If you wish for the pastor to bring communion to you.  Please 

advise an usher. 
 
Please stand. 

THE POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 

his grace. 
C Amen 
 
THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

P  Let us pray, 
P        We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the 

healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy you would 
strengthen us, through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward 
one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.   

C  Amen 
 

Silence for reflection. 
 

 
 

THE BENEDICTION 
P         Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
C Amen 
 
THE SENDING HYMN: #523 Holy Spirit Ever Dwelling 

 



THE DISMISSAL 
P Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Postlude                    Choral varié sur le theme du “Veni Creator”          Maurice Duruflé 
 
 
COPYRIGHT: 
Lutheran Book of Worship © 1978. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Licenses SAS-002140, 
SB177826. O Day Full of Grace (Translation) © Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress License 
SB177826. Reprinted/podcast/streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE A-735002.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

STAY CONNECTED 

Sign up to receive our weekly Ring Out e-newsletter for news, events, and ministry updates. 

 

 

 

 
 

Follow us on social media: 

Facebook & Instagram: @stjamesnc 

YouTube: @stjameslutheranconcord 

 

MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH SERVICE OPPORTUNITY 
Rising 6th–8th grade youth are invited to serve with The Salvation Army this June by 

helping pack fresh food boxes for local families in need. Volunteers will serve Thursdays 
in June beginning June 4, from 12:00–2:30pm at 216 Patterson Ave SE, Concord. This is 

a great opportunity to serve alongside your peers and earn volunteer hours! 
 

Please RSVP through SignupGenius and complete a volunteer form, available online or 
from the church office. Completed forms should be brought to Cheryl Webb on June 4. 

RSVP: 
 
 
 
 

 

ALOHA SUMMER PARTY – JUNE 7 
Join us after worship on Sunday, June 7, for our Aloha Summer Party! Enjoy lunch, 

playground activities, fellowship, and tropical snow cones as we celebrate the start of 
summer. 

 
SPECIAL CHOIR PERFORMANCE – JUNE 14 

The St. James Lutheran Parish Choir will perform as part of a concert presented by the 
American Guild of Organists on Sunday, June 14, at 4:00pm at Providence United 

Methodist Church in Charlotte. Come enjoy an afternoon of music and support our choir! 

 
ALTAR FLOWERS 

Consider signing up to provide altar flowers for an upcoming Sunday. It’s a simple and 
meaningful way to honor a loved one, celebrate a special occasion, or mark an important 

date. 
After worship, any remaining flowers are shared with members of our congregation who 

are homebound. Scan code to sign up! 
 
 

 
 

 
VOLUNTEERS 

We’re looking for Greeters, Ushers, Communion Assistants, Lectors, Acolytes, and 
Videographers to help on Sundays. Sign up at sjnc.net under the volunteer tab. 

 


