ASSISTING IN WORSHIP
Lector/Intercessor: Kim Haberman
Communion Assistant: Margaret Garrison
Ushers: Brad Baker, Chip Harward,
Taylor Pruette, Al Pieschel, Jon Miller
Greeter: Nancy Faggart
Building Supervisor: Tommy Propst

PRAYER LIST
Paul Auten (friend of Robert & Debbie Davis); Joyce Beaty (friend of the Marlow’s); Family of
Michael Black (nephew of Patsy Black); Angie Buchanan; Mike & Debbie Cagle (friends of Robert &
Debbie Davis); Noah Clifton; Bruce Coffey (friend of Mark Murphy); Karey Conrad (friend of Dee
Pieschel); Catherine Durst (daughter of Anne & Dee Hodges); Nadine Filipak (friend of Al & Dee
Pieschel); Ed Frost (friend of the Marlow’s); Tom Grady; Maureen Hollmeyer; Will Irvin; Ruth
Lawler (friend of Dee & Al Pieschel); Patricia Mahoney (sister-in-law of Joan Mahoney); Annaleah,
Michael, & Preston Morrow (friends of Shannon Nesbit); Deb & Roger Myers (friends of Deb Black);
Stan Parnell (friend of Robert Davis); Jan Phillips (family of Brownie Brown); Al Pieschel; Tom
Ridenhour; Roger Scarselletta (nephew of Joan Mahoney).

ALTAR FLOWERS
Today’s altar flowers are given to the Glory of God in memory of Mary Ruth Kluttz Propst
for her birthday, by her son Thomas Propst.

WE'RE HIRING!
St. James is seeking a Director of Children, Youth, and Family Ministries to lead and grow
our youth program. Learn more on our website and help spread the word!

To assist in your offering
Secure Online Giving

Open Camera - Scan QR Code
Thank you for supporting St. James!

The Third Sunday after Pentecost
June 29, 2025

The Holy Communion
10:00am

St. James Lutheran Church
104 Union Street South
PO Box 684
Concord, North Carolina 28026
~04-786-0166
www.sjnc.net
Rev. William C. Ridenhour, Pastor


http://www.sjnc.net/

Welcome to St. James Lutheran Church

Maybe you need forgiveness, or maybe you need to forgive ... Maybe
you're tired and you need a little space to breathe ... Maybe you're trying
church for the first time, or maybe you're trying church for the last time...
Maybe you've spent your whole life wondering if God really loves you... Maybe
you'’re lonely... Maybe you'’re sick... Maybe you came here looking for a
miracle... Maybe you came here looking for another church but got disoriented
and came here instead, and now it’s too late to get up and walk out... Maybe,
with God, there are no accidents... Maybe, with God, there is hope and healing
and miraculous companionship... Maybe, with God, there is space to breathe
and forgiveness on top of forgiveness... Maybe, with God, there is love... Maybe,
with God here in our midst, we will hear those words that still split open the
heavens, “You are my son! You are my daughter! You are my beloved. You. In
you I am well pleased!” Maybe this is why we gather together, week after week
after week, here at St. James.

No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you are
welcome in this place - not just by the Saints at St. James, but by the God who
revealed himself in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus, our brother, and
our friend.

Welcome to St. James.

If you are comfortable doing so, please introduce yourself to Pastor Bill. If you
have visited with us a number of times and think you might want to “make it official,”
please speak to Pastor Bill. If you have any questions, please feel free to speak to the
person next to you or to an usher.

Restrooms are located on the first and second floor of the Education Building.
A nursery is available for children up to and including five years of age on the first
floor of the education building. An usher will be happy to help you find them.

If you're visiting or if you have been here for 99 years (and are willing to do so),
please sign a pew pad.

Let us know you visited!
R

Scan to connect!

Sunday, June 29

Monday, June 30
Tuesday, July1
Friday, July 4

Sunday, July 6

JOIN US FOR CABARRUS
CREAMERY ICE CREAM

BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK

July 1 — Lindsey Lineberger, Langdon MacFarlane, Graham Pruette
July 3 — Sarah Benson, Dale Merrell, Alisa Wilkinson
July 5 — Elizabeth Clifton, Chase Crainshaw

CHURCH CALENDAR THIS WEEK

9:00am Parish Choir

9:30am Children’s Sunday School

10:00am Worship

10:30am Quilting

6:00pm Executive Committee
Church Office Closed

9:00am Parish Choir

9:30am Children’s Sunday School

10:00am Worship

11:00am Ice Cream Social
Ful vl e~

ICE. CREAM
SOCIAL

IMMEDIATELY AFTER
WORSHIP

LY 6TH A

VBS 2025

Join us for Vacation Bible School July 20 - 22, 2025.

Register at sjnc.net by July 6 to guarantee a T-shirt.
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St James Lutheran Church:
Growing in Christ through Worship, Learning, Fellowship and Service.

THE HOLY COMMUNION

Welcome

Prelude

Please stand.

THE INVOCATION
P In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

THE BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen

A <

P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C Amen

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Please sit or kneel, as able.
Silence for reflection and self-examination.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the
glory of your holy name. Amen

~n T

p Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake,
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of
Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of
all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen

THE ENTRANCE HYMN: O Holy Spirit, Enter In

A harmony graphic is not available. Please #459 in the green LBW hymnal.
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We wor- ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo- ry.




Please sit.

THE FIRST READING: 1 Kings 19:1-18

'Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done, and how he had killed all the
prophets with the sword. *Then Jezebel sent a messenger to Elijah, saying, “So may the
gods do to me, and more also, if | do not make your life like the life of one of them by
this time tomorrow.” 3Then he was afraid; he got up and fled for his life, and came to
Beer-sheba, which belongs to Judah; he left his servant there.

4But he himself went a day's journey into the wilderness, and came and sat
down under a solitary broom tree. He asked that he might die: “It is enough; now,

O Lord, take away my life, for I am no better than my ancestors.” 5SThen he lay down
under the broom tree and fell asleep. Suddenly an angel touched him and said to him,
“Get up and eat.” °®He looked, and there at his head was a cake baked on hot stones,
and a jar of water. He ate and drank, and lay down again. 7The angel of the Lord came
a second time, touched him, and said, “Get up and eat, otherwise the journey will be
too much for you.” 8He got up, and ate and drank; then he went in the strength of that
food forty days and forty nights to Horeb the mount of God. %At that place he came to
a cave, and spent the night there.

Then the word of the Lord came to him, saying, “What are you doing here,
Elijah?” *°®He answered, “I have been very zealous for the Lord, the God of hosts; for
the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your
prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.”

"He said, “Go out and stand on the mountain before the Lord, for the Lord is
about to pass by.” Now there was a great wind, so strong that it was splitting
mountains and breaking rocks in pieces before the Lord, but the Lord was not in the
wind; and after the wind an earthquake, but the Lord was not in the earthquake; 2and
after the earthquake a fire, but the Lord was not in the fire; and after the fire a sound
of sheer silence. 3When Elijjah heard it, he wrapped his face in his mantle and went
out and stood at the entrance of the cave. Then there came a voice to him that said,
“What are you doing here, Elijah?” *He answered, “I have been very zealous for
the Lord, the God of hosts; for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown
down your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they
are seeking my life, to take it away.” *Then the Lord said to him, “Go, return on your
way to the wilderness of Damascus; when you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as king
over Aram. '®Also you shall anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as king over Israel; and you
shall anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah as prophet in your
place. 7Whoever escapes from the sword of Hazael, Jehu shall kill; and whoever
escapes from the sword of Jehu, Elisha shall kill. ®Yet I will leave seven thousand in

Israel, all the knees that have not bowed to Baal, and every mouth that has not kissed
him.”

A The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

THE SECOND READING: Galatians 5:1, 13-25

'For freedom Christ has set us free. Stand firm, therefore, and do not submit again
to a yoke of slavery.

B For you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters; only do not use your
freedom as an opportunity for self-indulgence, but through love become slaves to one
another.  For the whole law is summed up in a single commandment, “You shall love
your neighbor as yourself.” 5 If, however, you bite and devour one another, take care
that you are not consumed by one another.

16 Live by the Spirit, I say, and do not gratify the desires of the flesh. 7 For what the
flesh desires is opposed to the Spirit, and what the Spirit desires is opposed to the
flesh; for these are opposed to each other, to prevent you from doing what you
want. ® But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not subject to the law. ¥ Now the works
of the flesh are obvious: fornication, impurity, licentiousness, 2° idolatry, sorcery,
enmities, strife, jealousy, anger, quarrels, dissensions, factions, *' envy, drunkenness,
carousing, and things like these. I am warning you, as I warned you before: those who
do such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.

22 By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
generosity, faithfulness, 3 gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against such
things. 24 And those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its
passions and desires. 25 If we live by the Spirit, let us also be guided by the Spirit.

A The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Please stand.

THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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You have the words of e - ter - nal life. Al -le - lu - ia.
THE HOLY GOSPEL

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 9t chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord

5'When the days drew near for [Jesus] to be taken up, he set his face to go to
Jerusalem. 52 And he sent messengers ahead of him. On their way they entered

a village of the Samaritans to make ready for him; 53 but they did not receive

him, because his face was set toward Jerusalem. 5+ When his disciples James and John
saw it, they said, “Lord, do you want us to command fire to come down from heaven
and consume them?” 55 But he turned and rebuked them. 5¢ Then they went on to
another village.

57 As they were going along the road, someone said to him, “I will follow you
wherever you go.” 58 And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have
nests; but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.” 5 To another he said, “Follow
me.” But he said, “Lord, first let me go and bury my father.” ¢ But Jesus said to him,
“Let the dead bury their own dead; but as for you, go and proclaim the kingdom of
God.” ¢ Another said, “I will follow you, Lord; but let me first say farewell to those at
my home.” 62 Jesus said to him, “No one who puts a hand to the plow and looks back is
fit for the kingdom of God.”

P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

Please sit.

THE SERMON Pastor Bill Ridenhour

Please stand.

THE HYMN OF THE DAY: #503 O Jesus, | Have Promised
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1 O Je - sus, I have prom-ised to serve you to the end;
2 Oh, let me feel you near me; the world is ev - er near.
3 Oh, let me hear you speak-ing in  ac - cents clear and still
4 0O Je - sus, you have prom-ised to all who fol-low you
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THE APOSTLES' CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.*
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

THE PRAYERS

A

n >

With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those
in need, and all of God’s creation.

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church;
That we all may be one.

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and
humbly serve you;
That your Name may be glorified by all people.

We pray for all bishops, pastors, and deacons;
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and
Sacraments.

A We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations
of the world;
C That there may be justice and peace on the earth.
A Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;
C That our works may find favor in your sight.
A Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;
C That they may be delivered from their distress.
A Give to the departed eternal rest.
C Let light perpetual shine upon them.
A We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy.
C May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.
A Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.
A brief'silence for reflection.
P Into your hands, O Lord, we commend we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
C Amen.
THE PEACE
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.
Please sit.
THE ANTHEM How Beautiful are the Feet G. F. Handel
How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace,
and bring glad tidings of good things!
THE OFFERING



Please stand.

THE OFFERTORY #564 “The Doxology”
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THE OFFERTORY PRAYER

A Let us pray.

A Blessed are you,

C O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have
blessed us with these gifts. With them we offer ourselves to your service
and dedicate our lives to the care and redemption of all that you have
made, for the sake of him who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen
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THE COMMUNION RITE

P The Lord be with you.

C And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts.

C We lift them to the Lord.

p Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C It is right to give him thanks and praise.

p It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times

and in all places offer thanks and praise to you,

O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord;
who on this day overcame death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.

And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est
p Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth.

In mercy for our fallen world you gave your only Son,
that all those who believe in him
should not perish, but have eternal life.
We give thanks to you
for the salvation you have prepared for us through Jesus Christ.
Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts,
that we may receive our Lord with a living faith
as he comes to us in his holy supper.
C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

P In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.



Do this for the remembrance of me.
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, grant us  peace, grant us  peace.

and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Please sit.
Do this for the remembrance of me. THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION

Q: What is the Sacrament of the Altar?

THE LORD’S PRAYER

P Lord, remember us in your Kingdom and teach us to pray: A Instituted by Christ himself, it is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus

C Our Father, who art in heaven, Christ under the bread and wine, given to us Christians to eat and to drink.
hallowed be thy name, Q: What is the benefit of such eating and drinking?
thy kingdom come, A: We are told in the words “for you” and “for the forgiveness of sins.” By these
thy will be done, words the forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation are given to us in the

sacrament, for where there is forgiveness of sins, there are also life and
salvation.
-Luther’s Small Catechism Part V

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Jesus bids all the baptized to feast at his table. Please come by way of the center aisle
and return by the side aisle. If you need help figuring out where to and when to go, an
usher or fellow worshiper will help you. At one time we too were confused. For those
unable to partake of wine, white grape juice is available. If you are unable to come to
the altar, the pastor will bring communion to you at your seat. Please advise an usher.

Please stand.

THE POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
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Lamb of God, you take a- way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on us. C Amen
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v Lamb of God, you talke a-way the ;in of the world; have nller ¢y on us P Let us pray,

' y ’ y ) A Pour out upon us the spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of those
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Lamb of God, you take a- way the sin of the world; . .
Silence for reflection.



THE BENEDICTION
p Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
C Amen

THE SENDING HYMN: #501 He Leadeth Me (Please see next page.)
THE DISMISSAL

P Go in peace. Serve the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.

Postlude

COPYRIGHT:
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O Holy Spirit, Enter In (Arrangement) © Augsburg Fortress. Used by Permission Augsburg Fortress License SB177826.
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lead-eth me: oh,bless-ed thought! Oh, wordswith heav’'n-ly com-fortfraught!
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3 Lord, I wouldclaspthyhand in mine, nor ev - er mur-mur nor re - pine;
4 And when my task on earth is done, when by thy grace the vic-t'ry’s won,
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What-e’er 1 do, wher-e’er I be, still ’tis God’s hand that lead - eth me.

wa - ters calm, o’er trou-bled sea, still ’tis God’s hand that lead - eth me.
tent, what-ev - er lot 1 see, since tis my  God that lead - eth me.

e’endeath’scold wave I will not flee, since God throughJor - dan lead - eth me.
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He lead-eth me, he lead-eth me, by his own hand he lead-eth me.
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His

faith-ful fol-I’'wer I would be, for by his hand he lead - eth me.
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