Saturday March 30 GOOD FRIDAY
2:00 pm Easter Egg Hunt THE DEATH OF OUR LORD
Easter Sunday, March 31 NOON

6:30 am Sunrise Service
8:00 am Breakfast (King Fellowship Hall)
10:00 am Workship Service
The Resurrection of our Lord

Easter Sunrise Breakfast 8:00 am
(following Sunrise Service)
Please sign up for Easter Sunrise Breakfast on pew pads,
info@sjnc.net, or call the church office 704-786-0166.
Please list # in your family that will be attending.
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ST JAMES LUTHERAN CHURCH
104 UNION STREET SOUTH
PO BOX 684
CONCORD, NORTH CAROLINA 28026
~704-786-0166
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Welcome!

St. James is a house of prayer where all people can come to know the compassionate heart of
Jesus. We are a community of Christians where you can belong before you believe. At St. James
the beauty of ancient worship and traditional spiritual practices transform contemporary lives.
Join us as together we discover the sacred in the heart of our city. Our worship includes ancient
and contemporary symbols and practices along with preaching and music to inspire you to
follow Jesus in your daily life. We welcome both the spiritual seeker and seasoned disciple to
find their home in God with us. If you are looking for a spiritual home or just exploring the life of
faith, we hope you will walk with us on that journey of discovery.

Newcomers and visitors, we hope that you will feel at home in this place and in this liturgy.
Ushers are available in the Narthex during the liturgy should you have any questions or
concerns. Please be sure and sign the guestbook located in the Narthex and introduce yourself
to the Pastor or to an usher so that we can extend to you a warm welcome.

Although there are customary postures (such as standing and kneeling) in Lutheran
worship, you are invited to be seated at any point, according to your needs and comfort.

Children are most welcome in worship at Saint James Church. For those who desire it,
nursery care is provided on the first floor of the Education Building (ages o-up to and
including ages 5)

First Aid Kits and the Automatic External Defibrillators (AED) are located outside the
church office door, immediately behind the Sanctuary, at the bottom of the stairs in the
Portico area and in the Narthex. Fire extinguishers are located in the Sacristy and in the
Narthex.

If you are interested in membership to this parish or desire a call from the Pastor, please
indicate this to an usher or to the Pastor.

Restrooms are available on the first and second floors of the Education Building.
Pew Pads are on the end of each pew (near center aisle), please sign and pass so that we have
a record of your attendance and communion.

St. James Lutheran Church Facebook and Instagram groups
Send Holly Sloop any pictures and/or articles you would like to have posted to holly@sjnc.net.

ASSISTING IN WORSHIP
Ushers: Mike Downs, Al Brown, Jr., Sid Hughes,
Bill Hardister, and Hunter Huss
Videographer: Chris Miller
Building Supervisors: Frank Irvin

PRAYER LIST
Tom Grady; Tom Ridenhour; Noah Clifton; Linda and Paul Jones (family members of
Barbara & Dale Merrell); Susan Tadlock (friend of Deb Black);
Mary Dorothy White (friend of Patsy Black).

SAINT JAMES STAFF
Rev. William C. Ridenhour, Senior Pastor
prbill@sjnc.net
Jill Irvin, Finance Administrator
jill@sjnc.net
Holly Sloop, Communications Coordinator
holly@sjnc.net
Scott F. Foppiano, Organist and Director of Music
scottfop@gmail.com
Debbie Wilkinson, Interim Parish Administrator
info@sjnc.net
Kathryn Radcliffe, Nursery Coordinator
Krad3z7oo@gmail.com
Teresa Honeycutt, Custodian
Tfhiggo@yahoo.com
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CHORAL ASCRIPTION: Lacrymosa Wolfgang A. Mozart

Lacrimosa dies illa Full of tears will be that day

Qua resurget ex favilla when from ashes shall arise
Judicandus homo reus. the guilty man to be judged;

Huic ergo parce, Deus: therefore spare him, O God,

Pie Jesu Domine, merciful Lord Jesus, in Thy Holy death.
Dona eis requiem. Amen. Grant them eternal rest. Amen.

GOOD FRIDAY
Liturgy of Light and Darkness

The ministers leave in silence. )
The people may remain for prayer and meditation. Silence.

The people leave in silence.

Silence is kept for meditation on the mystery of the crucified Savior,
the mystery of redemption.

The ministers enter and go to their places.

Those who desire may come forward to offer a sign of reverence,
such as touching the cross, kneeling briefly, or bowing.

CHORAL INTROIT: Crucifixus from the b-minor Mass Johann Seb. Bach
Cruci ti bi H ified
The omissfon of be'nedictio.ns at tf.ze e.nd of the liturgies of both. Maund){ Thursday and s:ﬁjjﬁiep;zz’?fm nove u: d\:;z;(c):xic;jzepiﬁ)tre’us
Good Friday indicate their continuity with each other and with the Vigil of Easter. passus et sepultus est. He suffered, died and was buried.

Please stand.

THE PRAYER OF THE DAY

P Almighty God, we ask you to look with mercy on your family for whom our
Lord Jesus Christ was willing to be betrayed and to be given over to the hands
of sinners and to suffer death on the cross; who now lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever.

C Amen



Please sit.

THE READING: Isaiah 52:13--53:12
See, my servant shall prosper;
he shall be exalted and lifted up,
and shall be very high.
“4Just as there were many who were astonished at him
--so marred was his appearance,
beyond human semblance,
and his form beyond that of mortals--
1550 he shall startle many nations;
kings shall shut their mouths because of him;
for that which had not been told them they shall see,
and that which they had not heard
they shall contemplate.
53'Who has believed what we have heard?
And to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed?
2For he grew up before him like a young plant
and like a root out of dry ground;
he had no form or majesty that we should look at him,
nothing in his appearance that we should desire him.
3He was despised and rejected by others;
a man of suffering and acquainted with infirmity;
and as one from whom others hide their faces
he was despised, and we held him of no account.
4Surely he has borne our infirmities
and carried our diseases;
yet we accounted him stricken,
struck down by God, and afflicted.
5But he was wounded for our transgressions,
crushed for our iniquities;
upon him was the punishment that made us whole,
and by his bruises we are healed.
SAll we like sheep have gone astray;

we have all turned to our own way,
and the LORD has laid on him
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We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you.
By your holy cross you have redeemed the world.




C Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen

Please stand.

THE PROCESSION OF THE CROSS

As the cross is processed the following response is repeated three times. Following the

response the cross is placed in the front of the chancel.

P Behold, the life-giving cross on which was hung the salvation of the whole
world.
C Oh, come, let us worship him.
Please sit.
Silence.

A hymn is sung to conclude the meditation.

the iniquity of us all.
7He was oppressed, and he was afflicted,
yet he did not open his mouth;
like a lamb that is led to the slaughter,
and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent,
so he did not open his mouth.
8By a perversion of justice he was taken away.
Who could have imagined his future?
For he was cut off from the land of the living,
stricken for the transgression of my people.
9They made his grave with the wicked
and his tomb with the rich,
although he had done no violence,
and there was no deceit in his mouth.
%Yet it was the will of the LORD to crush him with pain.
When you make his life an offering for sin,
he shall see his offspring, and shall prolong his days;
through him the will of the LORD shall prosper.
Qut of his anguish he shall see light;
he shall find satisfaction through his knowledge.
The righteous one, my servant,
shall make many righteous,
and he shall bear their iniquities.
2Therefore [ will allot him a portion with the great,
and he shall divide the spoil with the strong;
because he poured out himself to death,
and was numbered with the transgressors;
yet he bore the sin of many,
and made intercession for the transgressors.

THE PASSION ACCORDING TO ST. JOHN
P The Holy Gospel According to St. John the 18" and 19" chapters.
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Jesus went out with his disciples across the Kidron valley to a place where there
was a garden, which he and his disciples entered. 2Now Judas, who betrayed him, also
knew the place, because Jesus often met there with his disciples. 3So Judas brought a
detachment of soldiers together with police from the chief priests and the Pharisees,
and they came there with lanterns and torches and weapons. 4Then Jesus, knowing all
that was to happen to him, came forward and asked them, "Whom are you looking
for?" 5They answered, "Jesus of Nazareth." Jesus replied, "I am he." Judas, who
betrayed him, was standing with them. SWhen Jesus said to them, "I am he," they
stepped back and fell to the ground. 7Again he asked them, "Whom are you looking
for?" And they said, "Jesus of Nazareth." 8Jesus answered, "I told you that [ am he. So if
you are looking for me, let these men go." 9This was to fulfill the word that he had
spoken, "I did not lose a single one of those whom you gave me." *°Then Simon Peter,
who had a sword, drew it, struck the high priest's slave, and cut off his right ear. The
slave's name was Malchus. "Jesus said to Peter, "Put your sword back into its sheath.
Am I not to drink the cup that the Father has given me?"

First candle may be extinguished.

#97 Christ, the Life of All the Living (s. 1)

C: Christ, the life of all the living, Christ, the death of death, our foe,
Christ yourself for me once giving To the darkest depths of woe:
Through your suffering death, and merit Life eternal I inherit.
Thousand, thousand thanks are due, Dearest Jesus, unto you.

250 the soldiers, their officer, and the Jewish police arrested Jesus and bound
him. BFirst they took him to Annas, who was the father-in-law of Caiaphas, the high
priest that year. 4Caiaphas was the one who had advised the Jews that it was better to
have one person die for the people.

15Simon Peter and another disciple followed Jesus. Since that disciple was
known to the high priest, he went with Jesus into the courtyard of the high priest,
1bbut Peter was standing outside at the gate. So the other disciple, who was known to
the high priest, went out, spoke to the woman who guarded the gate, and brought
Peter in. 7The woman said to Peter, "You are not also one of this man's disciples, are

Silent prayer.

Almighty and eternal God, you created humanity so that all might long to
know you and have peace in you. Grant that, in spite of the hurtful things that
stand in their way, they may all recognize in the lives of Christians the tokens
of your love and mercy, and gladly acknowledge you as the one true God and
Father of us all. We ask this through Christ our Lord.

Amen

Let us pray for those who serve in public office, that God may guide their
minds and hearts, so that all of us may live in true peace and freedom.

Silent prayer.

Almighty and eternal God, you are the champion of the poor and oppressed. In
your goodness, watch over those in authority, so that people everywhere may
enjoy justice, peace, freedom, and a share in the goodness of your creation. We
ask this through Christ our Lord.

Amen

Let us pray that God, the almighty and merciful Father, may heal the sick,
comfort the dying, give safety to travelers, free those unjustly deprived of
liberty, and rid the world of falsehood, hunger, and disease.

Silent prayer.

Almighty and eternal God, you give strength to the weary and new courage to
those who have lost heart. Hear the prayers of all who call on you in any
trouble, that they may have the joy of receiving your help in their need. We ask
this through Christ our Lord.

Amen

Finally, let us pray for all those things for which our Lord would have us ask.



Almighty and eternal God, you give your Church its unity. Look with favor on you?" He said, "I am not." ®Now the slaves and the police had made a charcoal fire

all who follow Jesus your Son. We are all consecrated to you by our Baptism; because it was cold, and they were standing around it and warming themselves. Peter
make us one in the fullness of faith, and keep us one in the fellowship of love. also was standing with them and warming himself.

We ask this through Christ our Lord. YThen the high priest questioned Jesus about his disciples and about his

Amen teaching. >°Jesus answered, "I have spoken openly to the world; I have always taught in

synagogues and in the temple, where all the Jews come together. I have said nothing
in secret. *Why do you ask me? Ask those who heard what I said to them; they know

Let us pray for the Jewish people, the first to hear the Word of God, that they what I said.” 22*When he had said this, one of the police standing nearby struck Jesus
may receive the fulfillment of the covenant's promises. on the face, saying, "Is that how you answer the high priest?" 3Jesus answered, "If [

have spoken wrongly, testify to the wrong. But if | have spoken rightly, why do you

Silent prayer. strike me?" 24Then Annas sent him bound to Caiaphas the high priest.
>Now Simon Peter was standing and warming himself. They asked him, "You

Almighty and eternal God, long ago you gave your promise to Abraham and his are not also one of his disciples, are you?" He denied it and said, "I am not." 2*One of
posterity. Hear the prayers of your Church that the people you first made your the slaves of the high priest, a relative of the man whose ear Peter had cut off, asked,
own may arrive with us at the fullness of redemption. We ask this through "Did I not see you in the garden with him?" ??Again Peter denied it, and at that
Christ our Lord. moment the cock crowed.
Amen

Second candle may be extinguished.
Let us pray for those who do not believe in Christ, that the light of the Holy
Spirit may show them the way of salvation.
#97 Christ, the Life of All the Living (s. 2)

Silent prayer. C: You have suffered great affliction And have borne it patiently,
Even death by crucifixion, Fully to atone for me;

Almighty and eternal God, enable those who do not acknowledge Christ to For you chose to be tormented That my doom should be prevented.
receive the truth of the Gospel. Help us, your people, to grow in love for one Thousand, thousand thanks are due, Dearest Jesus unto you
another, to grasp more fully the mystery of your Godhead, and so to become
more perfect witnesses of your love in the sight of all people. We ask this Then they took Jesus from Caiaphas to Pilate's headquarters. It was early in
through Christ our Lord. the morning. They themselves did not enter the headquarters, so as to avoid ritual
Amen defilement and to be able to eat the Passover. 29So Pilate went out to them and said,

"What accusation do you bring against this man?" 3°They answered, "If this man were
not a criminal, we would not have handed him over to you." 3'Pilate said to them,
Let us pray for those who do not believe in God, that they may find him who is "Take him yourselves and judge him according to your law." The Jews replied, "We are
the author and goal of our existence. not permitted to put anyone to death." 3*(This was to fulfill what Jesus had said when
he indicated the kind of death he was to die.)



3Then Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, and asked him,
"Are you the King of the Jews?" 34Jesus answered, "Do you ask this on your own, or did
others tell you about me?" 35Pilate replied, "l am not a Jew, am I? Your own nation and
the chief priests have handed you over to me. What have you done?" 3%Jesus answered,
"My kingdom is not from this world. If my kingdom were from this world, my
followers would be fighting to keep me from being handed over to the Jews. But as it
is, my kingdom is not from here." 37Pilate asked him, "So you are a king?" Jesus
answered, "You say that [ am a king. For this [ was born, and for this I came into the
world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my voice."
38Pjlate asked him, "What is truth?"

After he had said this, he went out to the Jews again and told them, "I find no
case against him. 39But you have a custom that I release someone for you at the
Passover. Do you want me to release for you the King of the Jews?" 49°They shouted in
reply, "Not this man, but Barabbas!" Now Barabbas was a bandit.

Third candle may be extinguished.

#102 On My Heart Imprint Your Image

C: On my heart imprint your image, Blessed Jesus, king of grace,
That life’s troubles nor its pleasures Ever may your work erase;
Let the clear inscription be: Jesus, crucified for me,
Is my life, my hope’s foundation, All my glory and salvation!

91Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged. 2And the soldiers wove a crown
of thorns and put it on his head, and they dressed him in a purple robe. 3They kept
coming up to him, saying, "Hail, King of the Jews!" and striking him on the face.
4Pilate went out again and said to them, "Look, [ am bringing him out to you to let you
know that I find no case against him." 5So Jesus came out, wearing the crown of thorns
and the purple robe. Pilate said to them, "Here is the man!" ®*When the chief priests
and the police saw him, they shouted, "Crucify him! Crucify him!" Pilate said to them,
"Take him yourselves and crucify him; I find no case against him." 7The Jews answered
him, "We have a law, and according to that law he ought to die because he has
claimed to be the Son of God."

Almighty and eternal God, you have shown your glory to all nations in Jesus
Christ. Guide the work of the Church. Help it to persevere in faith, proclaim
your name, and bring salvation to people everywhere. We ask this through
Christ our Lord.

Amen

Let us pray for Elizabeth and Timothy, our bishops, for all ministers, for all
servants of the Church, and for all the people of God.

Silent prayer.

Almighty and eternal God, your Spirit guides the Church and makes it holy.
Strengthen and uphold our pastors and our leaders; keep them in health and
safety for the good of the Church, and help each of us to do faithfully the work
to which you have called us. We ask this through Christ our Lord.

Amen

Let us pray for those preparing for Baptism, that God make them responsive to
his love, and give them new life in Jesus Christ.

Silent prayer.

Almighty and eternal God, you continually bless the Church with new
members. Increase the faith and understanding of those preparing for Baptism.
Give them a new birth as your children, and keep them in the faith and
communion of your holy Church. We ask this through Christ our Lord.

Amen

Let us pray for all our brothers and sisters who share our faith in Jesus Christ,
that God may gather and keep together in one Church all those who know
Christ as Lord.

Silent prayer.



#92 Were You There (s. 3) Fourth candle may be extinguished.

C: Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? Were you
there when they laid him in the tomb? Oh,
sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. #117 O Sacred Head, Now Wounded (s. 1)
Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? C: O sacred head, now wounded, With grief and shame weighed down,
Now scornfully surrounded With thorns, thine only crown;
O sacred head, what glory, What bliss till now was thine!
THE HOMILY Yet, though despised and gory, I joy to call thee mine.

Please stand.
8Now when Pilate heard this, he was more afraid than ever. 9He entered his
headquarters again and asked Jesus, "Where are you from?" But Jesus gave him no

THE HYMN: #113 Jesus, in Thy Dying Woes Ack, Vad Ar Dock Livet Har answer. °Pilate therefore said to him, "Do you refuse to speak to me? Do you not
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| | ] | was the day of Preparation for the Passover; and it was about noon. He said to the
crav - ing par - don for thy foes: Jews, "Here is your King!" >They cried out, "Away with him! Away with him! Crucify
for  we know not what we do: hear us, ho - ly Je - sus. him!" Pilate asked them, "Shall I crucify your King?" The chief priests answered, "We
when with wrong our  spir - its bleed: have no king but the emperor." *Then he handed him over to them to be crucified.

Please kneel or sit, as able. Fifth candle may be extinguished.

#92 Were You There (s. 1)

C: Were you there when they crucified my Lord?
Were you there when they crucified my Lord? Oh,
sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.
Were you there when they crucified my Lord?

THE BIDDING PRAYER

p Let us pray, brothers and sisters, for the holy Church of God throughout the
world, that God the almighty Father guide it and gather it together, so that we
may worship him in peace and tranquility.

Silent prayer.



So they took Jesus; '7and carrying the cross by himself, he went out to what is
called The Place of the Skull, which in Hebrew is called Golgotha. ®There they
crucified him, and with him two others, one on either side, with Jesus between them.
YPilate also had an inscription written and put on the cross. It read, "Jesus of
Nazareth, the King of the Jews." 2°Many of the Jews read this inscription, because the
place where Jesus was crucified was near the city; and it was written in Hebrew, in
Latin, and in Greek. ?Then the chief priests of the Jews said to Pilate, "Do not write,
'The King of the Jews,' but, 'This man said, [ am King of the Jews." " >*Pilate answered,
"What I have written I have written."

Sixth candle may be extinguished.

#117 O Sacred Head, Now Wounded (s. 2)

C: How art thou pale with anguish, With sore abuse and scorn;
How does that visage languish Which once was bright as morn!
Thy grief and bitter Passion Were all for sinners’ gain;
Mine, mine the transgression, But thine the deadly pain.

When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took his clothes and divided them
into four parts, one for each soldier. They also took his tunic; now the tunic was
seamless, woven in one piece from the top. 24So they said to one another, "Let us not
tear it, but cast lots for it to see who will get it." This was to fulfill what the scripture
says, "They divided my clothes among themselves, and for my clothing they cast lots."
»5And that is what the soldiers did.

Seventh candle may be extinguished.

#117 O Sacred Head, Now Wounded (s. 3)

C: What language shall I borrow To thank thee, dearest friend,
For this thy dying sorrow, Thy pity without end?
Oh, make me thine forever, And, should I fainting be,
Lord, let me never, never Outlive my love to thee.

Meanwhile, standing near the cross of Jesus were his mother, and his mother's
sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 2When Jesus saw his mother
and the disciple whom he loved standing beside her, he said to his mother, "Woman,
here is your son." ?’Then he said to the disciple, "Here is your mother." And from that
hour the disciple took her into his own home.

BAfter this, when Jesus knew that all was now finished, he said (in order to
fulfill the scripture), "I am thirsty."” 29A jar full of sour wine was standing there. So they
put a sponge full of the wine on a branch of hyssop and held it to his mouth. 3°When
Jesus had received the wine, he said, "It is finished.”" Then he bowed his head and gave
up his spirit.

The Christ candle may be removed.
Silence for meditation

3Since it was the day of Preparation, the Jews did not want the bodies left on
the cross during the sabbath, especially because that sabbath was a day of great
solemnity. So they asked Pilate to have the legs of the crucified men broken and the
bodies removed. 3*Then the soldiers came and broke the legs of the first and of the
other who had been crucified with him. 33But when they came to Jesus and saw that he
was already dead, they did not break his legs. 34Instead, one of the soldiers pierced his
side with a spear, and at once blood and water came out. 35(He who saw this has
testified so that you also may believe. His testimony is true, and he knows that he tells
the truth.) 3*These things occurred so that the scripture might be fulfilled, "None of
his bones shall be broken." 37And again another passage of scripture says, "They will
look on the one whom they have pierced."

3BAfter these things, Joseph of Arimathea, who was a disciple of Jesus, though a
secret one because of his fear of the Jews, asked Pilate to let him take away the body of
Jesus. Pilate gave him permission; so he came and removed his body. 3°Nicodemus,
who had at first come to Jesus by night, also came, bringing a mixture of myrrh and
aloes, weighing about a hundred pounds. 4°They took the body of Jesus and wrapped
it with the spices in linen cloths, according to the burial custom of the Jews. ¥Now
there was a garden in the place where he was crucified, and in the garden there was a
new tomb in which no one had ever been laid. 4And so, because it was the Jewish day
of Preparation, and the tomb was nearby, they laid Jesus there.



