
 

August 2019 Prairie Woodcarvers 
                     Non-Profit 
2100 White Oaks Circle NE 
Alexandria, MN56308 
PWCarving@gmail.com 
www.alexandriacarvers.com 

NEWSLETTER 

Newsletter/Dues 

Roger Thalman 

2100 White Oaks Circle N.E. 

Alexandria, Mn 56308 

r.thalman@hotmail.com 

Cell: 320-491-2027 

Club Activities Director 

Sonya Anderson 

Sonya.anderson@hotmail.com 

Cell:  320-808-9862 

Dues are Adult or family = $15 
Junior members = $5 

Remember August 16th we will be doing 
demonstrations at the Douglas County 
Fair. Start time is 10 AM. 

Our new name “Prairie Woodcarvers” and 
Articles of Incorporation have been filed 
with the Sec. of State. A new EIN number 
has been received from the State and we 
have officially been approved by the IRS 
as a 501 C3 non profit. 

Club email:  PWCarving@gmail.com 

Club member, Phyllis Rieppel had a 
good day at the Fair. 19 blue ribbons, 
2 red ribbons, 2 grand champions, 3 
reserve grand champions for a total of 
$61. This just goes to show, that we 
woodcarvers, are not in it for the   
money, just bragging rights. GREAT job 
Phyllis. I should also mention that she 
won the $5 drawing at our last carving 
session. 

Let me know how you other carvers 
do so I can get your name in the        
newsletter also. 



There seems to be a great divide in the woodworking world over the difference 
between carving and whittling, which tends to mean one answer is just as good 
as another. Some suggest that carving is more of a European woodworking tech-
nique and whittling is closer an American hobby involving wood. Serious wood-
carvers would most likely bristle at being called whittlers, since many whittlers 
simply use a knife to shave off wood from a stick, not create timeless works of 
art. 

One difference between carving and whittling may be the woodworking tools 
used by practitioners. Some sources suggest that whittling only involves knife 
work, which means the woodworker uses just a knife to remove material from 
the finished project. Simply creating a point on a stick would be considered 
whittling in certain woodworking circles. 

On the other hand, carving may involve using a number of woodworking tools to 
remove excess material, such as gouges, files and specialized knives. Carvers 
learn different woodworking techniques in order to derive the most benefit from 
a variety of tools. While carvers often perform the same knife work as whittlers, 
some consider the use of additional tools as a major difference between carving 
and whittling. 

Some suggest there is no real difference between carving and whittling except for 
the woodworker's personal preference. An American woodworker may refer to 
himself or herself as a whittler for no other reason than that's the traditional 
name of the profession. A German woodworker may refer to himself or herself as 
a carver for the same traditional reason. There are any number of subcategories 
in woodworking, so a craftsman call himself or herself a "chip carver" or a 
"decorative woodcarver" according to his or her personal woodworking interests. 

There are those who consider whittling to be more of a hobby and carving to be 
more of a profession. The iconic image of older men sitting outside a general 
store and whittling shavings from sticks tends to put whittling in a separate cate-
gory than the image of Old World carvers skillfully creating intricate details on an 
expensive piece of wood furniture. Whether or not this distinction between carv-
ing and whittling is absolutely fair remains a matter of dispute, but wood carving 
tends to be viewed as a more advanced craft than wood whittling. 

What Do You Think? 

         Is it Whittling or is it Carving 

https://www.wisegeek.com/what-does-a-woodworker-do.htm
https://www.wisegeek.com/what-is-a-craftsman-style-home.htm


Aug 16th    Douglas County Faiir 

     Starting at 10 am 

 

Sept 7 & 8th   Carving a Santa 

     (Dick Skauge) 

 

Sept 27, 28 & 29th Carving Pirate bust 

     Marty Dolphen 

 

Oct 3, 4, 5 & 6th  Antler Carving 

     (Nancy Sager)   

 

 


