Dear Brothers and Sisters of The Solid Rock Association,
Through much prayer and trusting in the Lord I have attempted to write a letter that would be pleasing to the church and to God. Although I feel there are much more qualified brothers to be charged with this task, I consider it an honor to be asked. I have fought within myself on which direction I should go. And the one thing that kept coming back to me, was love. If we have been saved by the grace of God, I believe he has put this love inside each one of us. 
As Christians, understanding we are by no means perfect, it should be our desire to be obedient to what God has asked us to do. In Ephesians 5:17 Apostle Paul tells us , “Wherefore, be ye not unwise, but understanding what the will of the Lord is.” Jesus even tried to simplify everything for us and left only two commandments. When asked what is the greatest commandment, Jesus replied “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, soul, mind, and strength.” No doubt we would all confess that we love the Lord. These words are easily spoken. I have always been taught that actions speak louder than words. The book of James also tells us that faith without works is dead being alone. Sometimes we need to take a step back and examine ourselves, and ask the question, does God truly come first in our lives? 
1 John 3:18 says “My little children, let us not love in word, neither in tongue, but in deed and in truth.” Our walk will speak much louder than our talk. 
I believe that’s why Jesus spoke to the pharisees saying, “This people honoreth me with their lips but their heart is far from me.” This is not as simple as repeating after the preacher or quoting a scripture, but it is a heart condition. If it is nothing more than words to us, how can we expect to be a light to the world. We need to understand that without him, we would all still be lost without a hope. He has already expressed the greatest act of love toward everyone of us. John 15:13, “Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay his life down for his friends.” He loved us and died for us while we were yet sinners, not worthy of that love. For this we owe him everything and ought to live our lives striving to please him, showing our love for him.
The second commandment he said to “Love thy neighbor as thyself.” Once again I would say that it is very easy to say the words. But how do we express this love one towards another? Is it through our gossip and jealous tendencies that come by the world? Or is it through sincerity of the heart? If this is not something that we live by, then what separates us from the world. 
1 John 4:8 states “He that loveth not knoweth not God, for God is love.” 
Therefore, if we do not love one another, how can we expect to draw those who are in the world. The book of Jeremiah even said “With loving kindness have I drawn thee.” Jesus took on the form of a servant and was made in the likeness of man. He was not concerned with how much he could gain in the world, but rather how many he could gain. He was feeding the hungry, healing the sick, and often found dining with the sinners. Jesus didn’t just say that he loved us but his actions showed just how much he loved us. I have been blessed to witness some amazing acts of love by great examples in my life. I’ve watched my grandparents feed complete strangers and welcome them into their home. I have watched my mamaw dig into her pockets to help someone else pay their bills. And in my papaws toughest hours after losing his wife of 72 years, he stood in front of the family telling us, “There is nothing in this world more important than love.” I agree wholeheartedly with his statement because as I stated before, God is love. 
The world does not understand this love that I speak of. The devil is out there and he is always working to bring about confusion and division. We can see the effects of this all around us, by how confused the people of this world are. If we let him creep in, he will try to separate us. The devil is very good at his job. We have seen him separate churches, associations, separate families and friends. And no doubt there have been times when we have all felt alone. Even through all of our troubles and trials we can still rejoice in the Lord because we have a hope that goes far beyond this world. Time may have separated us from my dear sweet grandmother, but I will remember the shouts that were going up for the Lord during her funeral service, and long to hear the shouts that will be heard when I see her again. Though we may be separated from many things in this world, we have something the world can’t take from us.
Romans 8:35, “Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?”
Romans 8:37, “We are more than conquerors through him that loved us.”
If we continue to trust in the Lord and keep his commandments, he will see us through and he will make a way. I am thankful that he loved me and saved me. We surely are a blessed people, and we have something stronger than anything the world can throw at us. We have a lively hope in Jesus Christ. Although the outward man grows older and weaker, the inner man is getting stronger day by day. I hope if nothing else that I could encourage all of us to press onward striving to do the will of the father the best we can. Lets keep his commandments and love one another so that our light could shine before our children and before the whole world. In my papaws speech, he also said “Love will conquer everything.” Again I believe he is right, for love has already conquered everything, and love will take me home. 

Your Brother in Christ
Elder Elisha Justice
