Village of Bloomington
Public Hearing and Regular Board Meeting
July 8, 2026

The Public Hearing was called to order by Village President at 5:45 pm. 

Roll call was conducted with the following members present: Robert McLimans, Dennis Moris, Chasity Allen, Scott Daentl, Al Mergen. Michelle Atterbury appeared by phone. Dawn Drew was absent.

Mark Digman from Delta 3 Engineering, Inc. was present to explain the purpose of the hearing.

Digman reviewed the Chapter Summary and Recommended Plan for the Wastewater Treatment Facility and reviewed the timeline.

Members of the public who were present had no questions or comments.

McLimans moved to adjourn the hearing and was seconded by Trustee Moris. All were in favor. Motion carried. 

The regular monthly meeting of the Village Board was called to order by Village President Robert McLimans immediately following the Public Hearing.

The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was said. 

Roll call was conducted with the following members present: Robert McLimans, Dennis Moris, Chasity Allen, Scott Daentl, Al Mergen. Michelle Atterbury appeared by phone. Dawn Drew was absent. 

Clerk Atterbury verified that the open meeting compliance had been met. Motion was made by McLimans and seconded by Trustee Allen to approve the agenda. All were in favor. Motion carried.

Motion was made by McLimans and seconded by Trustee Moris to approve the minutes of the regular board meeting for June 10, 2026, as read in email. All were in favor. Motion carried. 

Motion was made by Trustee Daentl and seconded by Trustee Mergen to approve the accounts payable reports for June 2026. All were in favor. Motion carried.
McLimans reviewed June accounts payable totaling $57,333.36. General fund payouts totaled $36,592.84, water utility $8,942.84, and sewer utility $11,797.68. 
Chief Small was not present at the start of the meeting. The Board proceeded to Concerned Citizens and returned to the Police Report upon Chief Small's arrival.
Chief Small reported that he was absent from the village for the majority of the prior month, having taken two separate ten-day vacations. His activities during the month were limited to sending a few emails, purchasing a rifle suitable for use as a patrol rifle, and obtaining an invoice from the county for the Zuercher Records Management System (RMS). He noted that county access to the Zuercher system would cost approximately $180 per year, compared to a $1,600 one-time fee plus $2,000 annually for a standalone village license — a significant cost savings. Every village in the county is reportedly adopting the system.
Chief Small briefed the Board on options for acquiring a police squad vehicle, noting that having a squad would allow him to conduct patrols and traffic enforcement. He referenced the Wisconsin municipal vehicle surplus auction, where police vehicles are currently available, and a used squad car dealership in Chicago that sells vehicles with lights and cages already installed. He noted that the primary cost advantage of a pre-equipped vehicle is avoiding the additional expense of purchasing and installing lights, wiring, and a radio separately.
The Board discussed available funding, with the Clerk/Treasurer Atterbury identifying approximately $6,000 in a truck replacement fund, $3,400 in equipment expense, and $11,000 in a contingency fund. Chief Small previously proposed financing the vehicle through a loan, estimating a monthly payment of approximately $365 based on a $25,000 loan at 5.97% interest. The Board agreed that Chief Small’s preference for all-wheel drive was a practical requirement for winter operations.
After discussion, the Board directed Chief Small to return in August with several specific vehicle options at various price ranges, allowing the Board to make a final selection and authorize a purchase. It was acknowledged that available surplus inventory may change before then.
Chief Small reported a significant spike in resident complaints regarding e-bikes and electric scooters, citing safety concerns including riders running stop signs, traveling in the middle of roadways, and posing a hazard to pedestrians exiting downtown businesses. He presented sample ordinances from the municipalities of Neenah and West Bend, both of which recently enacted regulations addressing these devices.
Chief Small noted that Wisconsin State Statutes under Chapter 346 already provide classifications and speed limits for such devices, and that the village's existing ordinance may already adopt that chapter by reference. The Board's primary interest was in enacting village-specific restrictions, particularly a ban on riding in the downtown area while permitting riding on residential streets. Helmet requirements and age restrictions were also discussed.
Chief Small will work with Village Attorney Wood to draft a proposed ordinance for consideration at the August meeting.
Chief Small noted that he had sent a prior email inquiring about a theft ordinance and had not yet received a response, likely due to Attorney Wood being out of the office. He confirmed that the village currently lacks an ordinance addressing theft of movable property, retail theft, and issuance of worthless checks. 
Chief Small requested that his salary for the month in which he performed limited services be redirected to the police fund. Clerk/Treasurer Atterbury noted this could not be done administratively and required Board approval. It was clarified during discussion that Chief Small had already received his July payment; therefore, the waiver was amended to apply to his August 2026 salary.
Motion was made by McLimans and seconded by Allen to waive Police Chief Small's August 2026 salary, with the budgeted funds to be retained in the police fund. All were in favor. Motion carried.
Two members of the public, who reside at 265 Canal Street, addressed the Board.
One resident raised questions about the Public Fire Protection Fee appearing on water and sewer bills, asking how widespread the charge is and how it came to be applied in Bloomington. Clerk/Treasurer Atterbury explained that the fee is not directed to the fire department and is regulated by the State of Wisconsin through the Public Service Commission, with nearly all municipalities in the state carrying this charge.
A second resident reported that their water tasted and smelled of chlorine. Board members explained that chlorine was introduced into the water system approximately one month prior, following the emergency pull of the village well on June 8th, as required to ensure water safety. They noted that residents at the end of the water line would be the last to flush the chlorine through their system, and that a whole-house filter, if present, may still retain residual chlorine until the filter is changed.
Mark Digman of Delta 3 Engineering presented the Wastewater Treatment Facility Plan, which is required by the Wisconsin DNR as part of the WPDES permit renewal process. The current permit expired June 30, 2026. The plan documents existing conditions — including a design average daily flow of 0.092 MGD and a BOD of 210 — and proposes a new design based on a projected 2050 population of 767 residents.
The proposed improvements include: electrical and control upgrades (MCC replacement, generator with automatic transfer switch, and SCADA alarm system); headworks improvements (trash basket upgrade); blower replacements with variable frequency drives (VFDs) for energy savings; and a UV disinfection system upgrade. The current average user rate is approximately $450 per year. Total estimated project cost is approximately $1.4 million, which, absent grant funding, would result in an increase of approximately $250 per user. Digman noted the village intends to conduct a community income survey and apply for CDBG grant funding that could offset a significant portion of the project cost. The plan is to be submitted to the DNR by September 30, 2026, with construction targeted to begin June 30, 2028, and be completed by late 2029.
Motion was made by McLimans and seconded by Trustee Moris to approve the Wastewater Treatment Facility Plan for the Village of Bloomington. All were in favor. Motion carried.
Director Leitzinger provided a comprehensive update on the village's well and pump situation, with input from Ross Griffin of Municipal Well and Pump and Mark Digman of Delta 3 Engineering. The existing oil-lubricated pump assembly, in service for over 40 years, has reached the end of its useful life; parts are increasingly difficult to obtain.
Following extensive analysis of quotes received from multiple contractors, the Board discussed a transition from the existing vertical turbine, oil-lubricated pump to a 4-inch submersible pump. Key advantages of the submersible design include lower overall cost, more readily available parts, and the ability to service the unit on-site without installing a temporary pump — an important consideration given that the village has only one well, allowing only approximately a day and a half of downtime.
The Board also discussed the need to upgrade electrical service from 230-volt single-phase to 480-volt three-phase power, which Alliant Energy agreed to accommodate at no charge. A Variable Frequency Drive (VFD) was strongly supported by both the Board and staff as a means of reducing water main breaks caused by the current hard-start operation, extending equipment life, and reducing electricity costs. A water level transducer was also recommended to allow monitoring of well recovery rates over time.
Director Leitzinger noted the operational burden the current manual pump management places on staff, including approximately 16 hours of overtime in the recent pay period. Ross Griffin offered to install a temporary automatic pressure-based control panel within approximately one week to relieve this burden and agreed to waive the $25 per day temporary pump fee if the village proceeded with Municipal Well and Pump for the control work.
After reviewing quotes, the Board selected Municipal Well and Pump to provide the submersible pump, controls, VFD, and water level transducer, and selected Pilling Electric to perform the electrical service upgrade (Option B — including transfer switch) at $24,066. Mark Digman confirmed he would notify the DNR of the change from an oil-lubricated to a submersible system.
An approximate total project cost of $105,000 was discussed, which compares favorably to an estimated $67,899–$70,000 to repair the existing system with no guarantee of longevity.
Motion was made by Trustee Daentl and seconded by Trustee Moris to approve proceeding with the 4-inch submersible pump installation, including electrical service upgrade to 480-volt 3-phase with transfer switch, VFD controls, water level transducer, and temporary automatic controls, utilizing Municipal Well and Pump and Pilling Electric. All were in favor. Motion carried. 
Clerk/Treasurer Atterbury presented bond coverage options for both the Clerk/Treasurer and Deputy Clerk/Treasurer positions. The Board was advised that the village currently carries $50,000 in employee theft coverage through its existing insurance policy. To add individual bond coverage for each position, two options were presented. The recommended option (Option 1 through Tricor) provides a position-scheduled bond — meaning coverage is tied to the position rather than the individual — at $85,000 per position for a total of $170,000 in coverage, at an annual premium of $475. Clerk/Treasurer Atterbury noted the importance of a position-based bond, as it would not require rebonding each time personnel change.
Motion was made by McLimans and seconded by Trustee Mergen to approve Option 1, the position-scheduled bond through Tricor providing total coverage of $170,000 at an annual premium of $475. All were in favor. Motion carried. 
Jessica Fuerstenberg addressed the Board, advising that the number of dogs on her property at 432 Fourth Street has been reduced to nine due to the passing of a 13-year-old dog. She stated that no new complaints had been received and indicated that she and her husband are actively looking to purchase land and relocate outside of Bloomington, with a goal of leaving by February of next year.
McLimans expressed disappointment that the family had not returned before the Board in July 2025, as requested when the prior variance was granted. He noted that the Board received no update and that the number of dogs had not been reduced to the ordinance limit. Clerk/Treasurer Atterbury noted that no dog licenses had been issued for the current year, as the application was submitted for ten dogs — above the ordinance limit.
The Board declined to grant another temporary variance, citing the failure to comply with prior conditions and the lack of follow-through.
Motion was made by Trustee Mergen and seconded by McLimans to deny the request for a temporary variance to allow up to ten dogs on the property at the Fuerstenberg residence. All were in favor. Motion carried. 
Clerk/Treasurer Atterbury explained that HGACBuy is an additional cooperative purchasing program that would give the village expanded purchasing options and greater buying power at no cost to join. The village already participates in Sourcewell. Board members confirmed there is no fee associated with HGACBuy participation.
Motion was made by Moris and seconded by Daentl to approve Resolution No. 2026-06, authorizing village participation in the HGACBuy Cooperative Purchasing Program and authorizing the Village President and Clerk/Treasurer to execute the HGACBuy Interlocal Contract and related documents. All were in favor. Motion carried. 
Clerk/Treasurer Atterbury advised that the current part-time custodian, Cathie Brendemuehl, who has served the village since the 1990s, has requested to step aside by the end of the year. Clerk/Treasury Atterbury noted that Brendemuehl would be amenable to the village posting the position now in the event that a replacement is hired before year's end. The position involves approximately 16 hours of work every two weeks, primarily on Wednesdays and Saturdays, at a current rate of $16 per hour. The Board agreed to post the position on Facebook and Indeed at no cost, rather than incurring newspaper advertising expenses.
Motion was made by McLimans and seconded by Mergen to approve the job description and authorize posting of the Part-Time Custodian position. All were in favor. Motion carried. 
Motion was made by Moris and seconded by Allen to approve a Temporary Alcohol License for the River Ridge Alumni Association for Legacy Night on August 1–2, 2026, from 4:00 PM to 12:00 AM. All were in favor. Motion carried. 
Katie Webb of Bloomington Buzz & Events addressed the Board regarding the village's existing vendor permit ordinance. She explained that, while organizing the Freedom Friday events held in June, she was unaware that the ordinance required vendors to pay a $25 fee directly to the village. Having charged vendors only $5 per event attended, the Buzz & Events group absorbed the difference and lost money on the series. She expressed her view that the ordinance is outdated compared to neighboring communities, noting that Potosi charges $10, Cassville $10–$15, and Prairie du Chien $10–$100 depending on the arrangement. She further noted that Bloomington appears unique in that fees are paid directly to the village rather than to the organizing group.
McLimans agreed the ordinance is outdated and praised the Freedom Friday initiative as beneficial to downtown businesses and the community. The Board directed Clerk/Treasurer Atterbury to work with Attorney Wood to draft a revised vendor ordinance for consideration at the August meeting, referencing comparable arrangements in surrounding communities.
During discussion of the 2027 Grant County Road Aid Petition for Eligible Road Improvement Projects, Clerk/Treasurer Atterbury reported that after contacting the Grant County Highway Department, she learned that the village has accumulated approximately $60,000 in unused road aid funds. The village contributes $2,000 annually, which is matched by the county. These funds can be applied to any village road, not just those connected to state or county highways. The Board viewed this as a significant and previously underutilized resource.
Motion was made by Trustee Moris and seconded by Trustee Allen to authorize submission of the 2027 Grant County Road Aid Petition. All were in favor. Motion carried. 
Motion to convene into Closed Session pursuant to Wis. Stat. § 19.85(1)(c) to consider employment, promotion, compensation, or performance evaluation data of a public employee — specifically regarding staffing plans related to the approved medical leave and planned retirement of the Public Works Operator, compensation for volunteer work performed during the recent water main break, and possible employment of a candidate to assist with seasonal Public Works operations — was made by McLimans and seconded by Daentl. All were in favor. Motion carried. Trustee Moris was asked to step out of the closed session.
Motion to reconvene in open session was made by McLimans and seconded by Trustee Daentl.
Motion to authorize staff to proceed with the hiring process for a replacement Public Works Operator and to approve compensation of $10.00 per hour for a volunteer who assisted the Village during the recent water main break was made by McLimans and seconded by Trustee Allen. All were in favor. Motion carried. 
Clerk/Treasurer Atterbury noted that the permit application for construction of a new fence at 420 Congress Street specifically identifies the fence as a dog fence, and that the applicant has not paid dog licensing fees or registered their dogs. The Board agreed to approve the permit with the condition that all dogs be licensed before construction of the fence begins.
Motion to approve the Land Use Permit for construction of a new fence at 420 Congress Street, contingent upon the applicant registering all dogs with the village prior to fence installation, was made by McLimans and seconded by Trustee Daentl. All were in favor. Motion carried. 
Director Leitzinger reported that three households on the east side of town have not responded to multiple door-hanger notices regarding cross-connection inspections. He is prepared to send certified letters — with a copy of the applicable ordinance — giving residents ten days to respond before the matter is referred to Village Attorney Wood for further action. The Board indicated no motion was necessary and directed Leitzinger to proceed.
Director Leitzinger reported that the hydraulic pump on the red village truck has been assessed by Hoffman's, with an estimated rebuild cost of $200–$300. The Board authorized him to proceed with the rebuild without a formal motion.
He also noted that three road cuts have been made by homeowners to repair or replace sewer mains. The Board discussed the appropriate method for recovering those road restoration costs, with Clerk/Treasurer Atterbury cautioning against automatically placing charges on property tax rolls due to associated penalties and interest. The Board directed that affected homeowners be contacted directly and given the option to pay upfront. This matter was further addressed under the Committee Reports item.
Director Leitzinger additionally noted vandalism to the old bathroom doors at the community park, where metal doors have been significantly damaged. The Board discussed whether the bathrooms could be reopened for use — particularly during baseball tournaments — as an alternative to renting porta-potties. The Board also discussed the financial arrangement with Men's League, noting that tournament entry fees flow to the concession stand rather than the village, while the village bears the cost of porta-potty rental. No formal action was taken, but the issue was flagged for further consideration.
Motion was made by Trustee Mergen and seconded by Trustee Daentl to approve the minutes of the Public Works & Utilities Committee Meeting held June 29, 2026. All were in favor. Motion carried. 
Trustee Daentl summarized the committee's discussion, noting that several village streets are in deteriorating condition and have not been seal coated since approximately 2018–2019. Priority streets identified included First Street (in the worst condition), Bowery Street (particularly the lower half), and an alley behind the funeral home that may require full reconstruction. A quote of approximately $6,073 for patching was also referenced.
The Board discussed utilizing the recently discovered $60,000 in accumulated Grant County Road Aid funds. After discussion, the Board agreed to authorize up to $30,000 from those road aid funds to proceed with street repairs, with work prioritized based on lowest bids and the most critical needs addressed first — including emergency road cuts made by homeowners. Director Leitzinger was directed to solicit bids and bring them forward. Clerk/Treasurer Atterbury noted that charges to homeowners for road cut repairs should be handled as a direct billing rather than a property tax special assessment.
Motion was made by Daentl and seconded by McLimans to authorize up to $30,000 from the Grant County Road Aid fund for street patching and repairs, based on lowest bids received. All were in favor. Motion was carried. 
Clerk/Treasurer Atterbury explained that the Cerny v. Wisconsin Elections Commissions case involves proposed changes to Wisconsin voter registration and voter list maintenance procedures that could significantly and negatively impact municipal election administration. The Wisconsin Municipal League is recommending that municipalities join the amicus brief. The Board discussed concerns about relying on DOT records — which can be up to 8–10 years out of date — for voter list maintenance purposes.
Motion was made by McLimans and seconded by Trustee Daentl to authorize the Village of Bloomington to join the Public Rights Project Amicus Brief in Cerny v. Wisconsin Elections Commission. All were in favor. Motion carried. 
Clerk/Treasurer Atterbury reported that the office is settling into a productive routine following the receipt of new office furniture, and that work is ongoing to reorganize files and develop a cohesive filing system. She noted continued resident inquiries regarding the Public Fire Protection Fee on water and sewer bills and stated that a Facebook post was prepared to address the confusion. 
The Board engaged in a broader discussion about transitioning water and sewer billing to a monthly cycle, which would make individual bills smaller and easier to budget for residents, and could also help identify leaks more quickly. While no formal action was taken, the Board discussed the idea of further exploring the transition for a potential 2027 implementation. Expanding enrollment in the ACH automatic withdrawal program was also discussed as a way to reduce mailing costs and administrative burden.
Clerk/Treasurer Atterbury also reminded the Board that she will be attending University of Green Bay Clerk's Institute the following week, and that Deputy Clerk Sheckler will be in the office on Tuesday and Thursday.



No future agenda items were suggested by Board members.
There being no additional business to come before the board, McLimans moved to adjourn the meeting and was seconded by Trustee Moris. All were in favor. Motion carried. 

Clerk/Treasurer 
Shawna Atterbury
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