Village of Bloomington
Regular Board Meeting
August 12, 2026

The regular monthly meeting of the Village Board was called to order by Village President Robert McLimans at 6 pm.

A minor correction was noted: the date at the top of the agenda read “August 11th” but was corrected to reflect actual meeting date of August 12th. 

The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was said. 

Roll call was conducted with the following members present: Robert McLimans, Dennis Moris, Michelle Atterbury, Dawn Drew, Scott Daentl, Al Mergen. Chasity Allen appeared by phone. 

Clerk Atterbury verified that the open meeting compliance had been met. 

Motion was made by McLimans and seconded by Trustee Moris to approve the consent agenda, including verification of open meeting compliance, the agenda as corrected, and the minutes of the July 8, 2026 Public Hearing and Regular Board Meeting. All were in favor. Motion carried.

Motion was made by Trustee Drew and seconded by Trustee Daentl to approve the accounts payable reports for July 2026. All were in favor. Motion carried.
McLimans reviewed July accounts payable totaling $56,009.14. General fund payouts totaled $33,846.40, water utility $14,563.70, and sewer utility $7,599.20. 
Chief Small provided the board with a general update on policing activities, including an increased patrol presence throughout the village. He noted that minor ordinance issues such as grass clippings in the street were being observed and addressed. Chief Small indicated he had purchased door hanger card stock to leave ordinance violation warnings at residences when he is unable to make direct contact. Clerk/Treasurer Atterbury noted that similar door hangers had been ordered through Wolf Grantland Graphics for utility disconnection notices at a low cost and suggested Chief Small consider that option.
Chief Small also reported on a nuisance complaint at 512 Mill Street regarding an overgrown field. He spoke with the property owner, who indicated a brush hog would be repaired and the field cut soon. Chief Small noted that taking formal action would be difficult given the number of overgrown lots and fields in the village.
Chief Small presented three quotes for a used police squad vehicle, with a target range of $20,000–$30,000. He highlighted a Dodge Charger at approximately $20,000 as a strong fit, noting it came properly equipped with lighting. He also presented a Ford Explorer hybrid at closer to $30,000, highlighting its lower idle hours as a benefit given that idle engine time contributes significantly to overall wear. All vehicles were sourced from police vehicle dealers based out of Chicago.
Discussion turned to financing the purchase. The board discussed establishing a line of credit or loan through a local bank rather than drawing directly from the general fund. McLimans proposed setting a borrowing limit not to exceed $30,000. The Clerk/Treasurer indicated she would contact the village accountant and local banks to arrange the financing.
Motion was made by Mclimans and seconded by Daentl to establish a line of credit or loan through Peoples Bank or Clear Bank for the purchase of a police vehicle, not to exceed $30,000. All were in favor. Motion carried. 
Chief Small and board members discussed ongoing concerns about parking and pedestrian safety in the downtown area, particularly near the Canal Street and Congress Street intersection. Clerk/Treasurer Atterbury noted that she and Deputy Clerk Sheckler frequently encounter difficulty crossing at that intersection due to vehicles blocking sightlines. Board members agreed that the issue is a genuine safety hazard, with vehicles regularly blocking visibility for both pedestrians and drivers.
Several possible solutions were discussed, including marking designated parking spaces on the street to bring order to parking, painting a formal crosswalk at the most dangerous intersection, installing pedestrian crossing signs similar to those used in Prairie du Chien, and exploring push-button activated flashing yellow crossing lights. Board members noted that traffic speeds through downtown are a significant concern, with vehicles of all sizes frequently failing to slow down.
Chief Small noted that a marked squad car would serve as a visible deterrent to speeding and that speed enforcement would be the primary benefit of the vehicle. He also raised the possibility of lowering the downtown speed limit to 15 or 20 mph as an additional measure, and mentioned looking into the cost of speed cameras, though he noted legal complexities around identifying drivers from camera footage. No formal action was taken; the discussion served as direction to explore costs and options for future consideration.
Chief Small reported that the village attorney had revised the threshold in Section 6.23 from $300 to $500 to better reflect real-world situations such as fuel drive-offs, which can now easily exceed $100. Chief Small also indicated he had a pending question to the attorney about whether the ordinance would cover fraud-related offenses such as fraud to an innkeeper or convenience store, and that a further revision may be forthcoming.
The board agreed to postpone Ordinance No. 2026-06 pending the attorney's response.
Chief Small explained that Ordinance No. 2026-07 addresses the use of e-bikes and scooters on downtown sidewalks between Mill Street and Pleasant Street. The ordinance would not prohibit e-bikes from operating on public streets, only on sidewalks within that corridor. Board members confirmed the ordinance applied solely to sidewalks. Board members noted that the community has raised significant concerns about scooter use on downtown sidewalks, with multiple residents approaching the Clerk/Treasurer directly about the issue. Discussion about extending restrictions to village parks was raised but not included in the current ordinance.
Motion was made by McLimans and seconded by Mergen to approve Ordinance No. 2026-07 amending Section 6.04 of the Village of Bloomington Municipal Code regarding obstructing streets and sidewalks. All were in favor. Motion carried. 
No members of the public came forward. 
Motion was made by Trustee Drew and seconded by Trustee Moris to approve Pay Application #1 and Invoice #25479 from Municipal Well & Pump for pulling and inspection of Well #1 in the approximate amount of $12,230. All were in favor. Motion carried. 
Clerk/Treasurer Atterbury reported that the village attorney had not yet drafted a revised Direct Sellers Ordinance, as several policy questions needed to be resolved by the board first. She had distributed examples from other municipalities, including Cassville and Fennimore, for comparison.
Discussion centered on several key questions. On fees, Clerk/Treasurer Atterbury noted the current ordinance sets a $25 annual permit fee, valid for one full year from the date of registration rather than a calendar year. She expressed that this was reasonable given the administrative work involved, and compared it favorably to Cassville, which charges per event. Trustee Drew agreed the annual fee was very reasonable. On exemptions, the board discussed the existing exemption for agricultural producers and the question of whether to add an exemption for vendors participating in events organized by village-sponsored entities such as Bloomington Buzz and Events — modeled after language from Cassville's ordinance. Concerns were raised about how to consistently define which organizations or events qualify for exemptions, including whether groups like Diamond Grove would be covered. Existing exemptions for charitable organizations and school groups were noted to already be present in the current ordinance.
Other topics included the need for vendors to provide proof of relevant licensing such as health or safety certificates, requirements to register with the clerk's office, parking limitations for vendors, and the possibility of charging vendors for electricity use at village parks. No formal action was taken. The board agreed to review the sample ordinances from other municipalities individually and return with specific recommendations at the next meeting.
Motion was made by Trustee Moris and seconded by Trustee Drew to approve a Temporary Alcohol Beverage License for St. Mary's Congregation for the St. Mary's Fall Festival on September 12 and 13, 2026. All were in favor. Motion carried. 
Motion was made by McLimans and seconded by Trustee Atterbury to approve the Land Use Permit for construction of a swim spa at 129 W Court Street. All were in favor. Motion carried. 
Motion was made by McLimans and seconded by Trustee Atterbury to approve the Land Use Permit for construction of a fence at 230 Union Street, contingent upon payment of the $5 permit fee. All were in favor. Motion carried. 
Motion was made by Trustee Mergen and seconded by Trustee Moris to approve the Land Use Permit for removal and replacement of an existing lean-to at 529 Mill Street. All were in favor. Motion carried.
Motion to approve the Land Use Permit for removal and replacement of an existing lean-to at 529 Mill Street was made by Trustee Morgan and seconded by Trustee Morris. The motion carried unanimously.
Director of Public Works Leitzinger reported that work at the pump house was progressing well. He noted that the red truck's pump had been serviced with new seals and was ready for testing. He also reported that paint had been obtained to begin work on curbs and sidewalks.
Leitzinger explained that the existing pump house heater conflicts with the planned electrical work, as its venting configuration runs into the space needed for new electrical components. Two quotes were obtained — one from Pilling and one from Ace Hardware — for a replacement square-format heater. Pilling's quote came in as the more economical option. The board noted that at the prior meeting, a budget of up to $10,000 had been approved for the pump house project, which included $2,000 for a heater. The Pilling quote came in at $2,700, approximately $700 over the previously allocated amount.
Motion was made by McLimans and seconded by Trustee Daentl to approve the electric service quote from Pilling for the pump house heater in the amount of $2,700. All were in favor. Motion carried.
Leitzinger presented a proposal to add internet service at the pump house to enable the control system to send operational alerts. He noted the TDS fiber option at $64.99 per month was the most affordable wired option identified. He had investigated cellular hotspots but found them to be similarly priced and unreliable given spotty service in the area. He also looked into Starlink but expressed concern that the pump house faces north and nearby trees could obstruct the satellite dish signal.
Board members discussed Starlink as a potentially more cost-effective option. The board also noted the possibility of a portable Starlink unit that could serve both the pump house and potentially other village locations such as the park. Leitzinger was directed to investigate whether Starlink could provide adequate service at the pump house location before committing to a provider.
The board discussed the importance of the alarm system, noting that the village narrowly avoided a significant water outage when an issue was only caught because a resident happened to notice low water pressure in the middle of the night. No action was taken; the item was postponed pending further research into Starlink feasibility.
Leitzinger noted that a patching crew is scheduled to arrive in approximately two weeks to address potholes. He indicated that sealcoating may be deferred to the following year, as sealcoating contractors typically shut down in September and bids had not yet been returned.
Motion was made by McLimans and seconded by Trustee Mergen to approve the minutes of the Special Village Board Meeting held July 30, 2026. All were in favor. Motion carried.
Motion was made by Trustee Drew and seconded by Trustee Atterbury to approve the minutes of the Personnel Committee Meeting held August 3, 2026. All were in favor. Motion carried. 
Trustee Daentl, on behalf of the Personnel Committee, reported that nine applications had been received for the open Public Works Operator position. The committee reviewed all applications on August 3rd and selected six candidates to interview, with two considered top candidates and four others included to provide a broader perspective. Interviews are scheduled for Monday, August 17, 2026. The full board expressed satisfaction with the volume and quality of applications received.
Motion was made by McLimans and seconded by Trustee Daentl to convene into Closed Session pursuant to Wis. Stat. § 19.85(1)(c) to consider employment, compensation, and compensation-related matters involving public employees including: (1) review of compensatory time accrual, carryover limits, current employee balances, and related compensation practices; (2) reconsideration of the Police Chief's August 2026 salary; (3) reconsideration of compensation for volunteer work performed during the recent water main break; and (4) establishment of a starting wage for the Part-Time Custodian position. All were in favor. Motion carried.
Trustee Moris and Leitzinger were asked to step out of the closed session. 
The board convened into Closed Session.
Motion was made by McLimans and seconded by Trustee Atterbury to reconvene into Open Session.
Upon returning to Open Session, the board acted on four matters arising from the Closed Session discussion.
First, the board rescinded its prior motion regarding Police Chief Small's August 2026 salary and, on the advice of legal counsel, moved to pay Chief Small the full amount owed for August.
Motion was made by McLimans and seconded by Trustee Daentl to rescind the prior motion regarding Police Chief Small's August 2026 salary and to pay Chief Small his full August compensation as originally owed. All were in favor. Motion carried. 
Second, the board approved compensation for the individual who performed lawn mowing duties on a substitute basis during the summer.
Motion was made by McLimans and seconded by Trustee Atterbury to pay the summer lawn mowing substitute at the same hourly wage as the current summer help. All were in favor. Motion carried. 
Third, the board established a starting wage for the new part-time custodian position.
Motion was made by McLimans and seconded by Trustee Moris to set the starting wage for the new Part-Time Custodian position at the same rate currently paid to the existing custodian. All were in favor. Motion carried.
Fourth, the board directed the Personnel Committee to undertake a revision of the employee handbook.
Motion was made by McLimans and seconded by Trustee Drew to direct the Personnel Committee to meet and revamp the employee handbook. All were in favor. Motion carried.
Clerk/Treasurer Atterbury brought to the board's attention Resolution No. 2012, passed in 2012, which grants the Village Clerk authority to approve Temporary Class "B" Alcohol Beverage Licenses for routine, recurring events such as fish fries and fall festivals. She noted this authority could streamline operations and eliminate the need to place routine license approvals on every board agenda or convene special meetings when applications are submitted close to an event date. The board agreed that this authority should be exercised for standard recurring licenses, with new or unusual applicants still brought before the board.
Clerk/Treasurer Atterbury reported that the August 11, 2026 election was conducted successfully. A total of 112 voters participated, including 10 absentee ballots, 3 early in-person voters, 7 mailed absentee ballots, and 3 election day registrations. End-of-night procedures were refined and the process concluded by 9:00 PM. Clerk/Treasurer Atterbury also noted she had registered for the Wisconsin Municipal Clerk Association's Annual Conference in Green Bay and may be out of the office Tuesday through Friday of the following week, pending confirmation of her registration.
No future agenda items were suggested by Board members.
There being no additional business to come before the board, McLimans moved to adjourn the meeting and was seconded by Trustee Atterbury. All were in favor. Motion carried. 

Clerk/Treasurer 
Shawna Atterbury
