Village of Bloomington
Regular Board Meeting
November 3, 2025

The regular monthly meeting of the Village Board was called to order by Village President Robert McLimans at 6:00 pm.

The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was said. 

Roll call was conducted with the following members present: Robert McLimans, Dennis Moris, Michelle Atterbury, Dawn Drew, Chasity Allen, Scott Daentl, and Al Mergen. 

Clerk Atterbury verified that the open meeting compliance had been met. Motion was made by McLimans and seconded by Moris to approve the agenda. All were in favor. Motion carried.

Motion was made by Mergen and seconded by Drew to approve the minutes of the regular board meeting for October 6, 2025, as read in email. All were in favor. Motion carried. 

Motion was made by Drew and seconded by Daentl to approve the accounts payable reports for October 2025. McLimans reported that the Village had a total general fund payout of $44,648.00, water utility expenses were $10,684.35, and sewer utility had expenses of $17,213.56. The total expenditures from all funds was $72,005.91.

Chief Small presented the Mill Street speed study results. He noted that for the Mill Street South location, northbound traffic was mostly compliant with the speed limit, with over 2,600 of the 3,026 vehicles traveling at or below 25 mph. Southbound traffic showed higher speeds, with more vehicles in the 26-35 mph range.

For the north location, northbound traffic (leaving town) showed even higher speeds, with 644 vehicles in the 26-30 mph range and 332 vehicles in the 31-35 mph range. Southbound traffic (entering town) showed better compliance.

Chief Small recommended installing the speed sign on the north end coming into Bloomington from Fair Grounds Road to help slow traffic. This would be a permanent installation rather than the portable trailer currently in use.

Motion was made by Moris and seconded by Allen to install a permanent speed sign on Mill Street coming into Bloomington from Fair Grounds Road, just past the old school. All were in favor. Motion carried.

Chief Small reported that the drug take-back event collected over 7 pounds of prescription medications despite minimal advertising.

He informed the board that the first barking dog trial is scheduled for December 5 at 9 AM at the courthouse in Lancaster. Chief Small noted he received another dog complaint about the same residence harboring 7-8 dogs, exceeding the 5-dog limit they were supposed to comply with by September 1. He plans to issue a citation within the next week.

Regarding chickens, Chief Small reported receiving a complaint about a neighbor's chicken coop causing odor issues. He investigated and agreed with the complaint. He presented several ordinances from surrounding municipalities (Montfort, Fenimore, Platteville, and Lancaster) as examples of how other communities regulate chickens. Most of these ordinances restrict roosters and address issues such as proximity to property lines and waste management.

Chief Small noted that Bloomington's current ordinances address noisy fowl (Chapter 7) and general restrictions on animals causing odors (Chapter 9), but do not specify setback requirements for chicken coops or restrict the number of chickens or roosters. He stated that while current ordinances could address most issues in a roundabout way, they are not as clear as dedicated chicken ordinances.

After discussion, the board consensus was to continue with the current ordinances for now and let Chief Small handle complaints on a case-by-case basis. They agreed to revisit the issue in 6-12 months to determine if more specific regulations are needed, especially in light of pending state legislation regarding backyard chickens.

Chief Small also mentioned concerns about overweight vehicles on First Street and requested approval to place "No Parking" signs on the east side of Union Street during winter months to facilitate snow removal.

Motion was made by McLimans and seconded by Allen to place no parking signs on the east side of Union Street from December through March 1. All were in favor. Motion carried.

Chief Small updated the board on the police department's progress, noting that the ORI number (WI0213000) has been federally recognized and reinstated. He is working on setting up the time station to run license plates and driver's licenses and needs a computer (estimated cost up to $1,000) to complete the separation from the sheriff's department.

Motion was made by Moris and seconded by Mergen to supplement whatever Chief Small needs for the Toughbook computer. All were in favor. Motion carried.

Concerned citizens:

· A resident at 319 Bowery Street addressed the board regarding his water and sewer bill. He explained that he had paid his recent bill but then received a $500+ bill for what the previous renter hadn't paid for two quarters. He expressed frustration that landlords get stuck with these bills and suggested the village should protect landlords by shutting off water when bills aren't paid or garnishing wages of those who don't pay. Clerk Atterbury explained that going forward, when a renter's bill is past due, the landlord will now also receive a past due notice. She added that water service cannot be disconnected during winter months, but disconnections can resume after March 1. This will help landlords be aware of non-payment situations before they escalate.

Clerk Atterbury explained that the resident at 317 Bowery Street was still being charged the base fee for the meter at the house that was destroyed by fire. The quarterly fee for water and sewer was $84.43 just to have a meter, even though there was no house and no meter.

Motion was made by McLimans and seconded by Allen to disregard the fee from 317 Bowery Street. All were in favor.  Motion carried.

McLimans presented loan proposals for a $10,000 tax-qualified general obligation debt for the John Deere zero turn lawn mower. Clare Bank quoted a rate of 3.49% while Peoples State Bank quoted 4.1%.

Motion was made by Mergen and seconded by Atterbury to go with Clare Bank for the zero-turn lawn mower. All were in favor. Motion carried.

It was noted that this loan won't go into effect until the first quarter, likely in March, prior to mowing season.

McLimans noted that the updated utilities ordinance is comprehensive and up-to-date with everything the village needs, including addressing water shutoff procedures. He mentioned that with this ordinance and the forms created by Clerk Atterbury, the village will have a much better grasp on utility customers.



Motion was made by Daentl and seconded by Atterbury to pass the ordinance on utilities. All were in favor. Motion carried.

McLimans thanked Delta 3 for their in-depth work on preparing the ordinance.

Jordan Fure from Delta 3 presented a draft of the Wastewater Treatment Facility Evaluation Report. He explained that the purpose of the evaluation was to examine the buildings, structures, equipment, and permit limits in preparation for facility upgrades.

Jordan provided an overview of the wastewater facility timeline:
· The current facility was installed in 1983
· The report will be submitted in December 2025
· A facility plan would be developed in 2026
· Plans and specifications would be prepared in 2027 with grant applications
· Construction would likely occur in 2028-2029

Jordan reported that capacity-wise, the plant is operating at about 57% of design flow, with room for growth. However, since the facility was built in 1983, additional regulations have been added by the DNR including ammonia limits, fecal coliform (now E. coli) limits, PFAS, chlorides, and total phosphorus. The facility wasn't originally designed to handle all of these requirements.

The evaluation identified several issues and recommendations:
· The motor control center (MCC) from 1983 has obsolete parts that would be difficult to replace
· Aeration tank building needs rehab and replacement of the tin
· The comminutor (grinder) from 1983 is high-wear equipment that's difficult to find parts for
· The generator only powers blower #1 and has reached the end of its useful life
· The chlorine disinfection system uses hazardous chemicals that are problematic to dose correctly
· The sludge storage tank in the floodplain is in poor condition
· Blowers are in fair condition but consume significant energy

Jordan recommended replacing the MCC with variable frequency drives, improving the headworks with a mechanical screen and automatic bagger, replacing the chlorine disinfection system with UV disinfection, constructing a new sludge storage tank, replacing all blowers with sound enclosures, and adding a dissolved oxygen probe to regulate blower operation.

Jordan asked if the board wanted to consider moving village offices to the wastewater treatment plant site as part of the project. Clerk Atterbury expressed that it would be more efficient for her, Keith, and the police department to be together in one facility. There was discussion about the feasibility of this option, with concerns about space and parking.

Jordan concluded that he would send the final report in December, with the village receiving a $5,000 reimbursement through Focus on Energy. In February 2026, Delta 3 would return to discuss priorities and costs for the facility plan.

Jordan Fure presented information on Diamond Maps, an electronic mapping system that Leitzinger has been testing with a 30-day free trial. The system costs $20 per month for a single user or $28 per month for unlimited users.

Leitzinger explained that he has been using the system to pinpoint and correct the locations of water services and valves. He gave an example of finding that a water main on Sixth Street was actually on the north side when old prints showed it on the south side. He added that the system allows him to use GPS to record the exact location of facilities like curb stops, making them easier to find in the future.

Jordan noted that there would be some additional work needed from Delta 3 to double-check all the maps and update what needs to be updated, at a cost of $1,500-2,000.
Motion was made by McLimans and seconded by Mergen to proceed with Diamond Maps. All were in favor. Motion carried.

Motion was made by McLimans and seconded by Allen for Delta 3 to complete the work needed once Diamond Maps is established. All were in favor. Motion carried.

McLimans presented the 2026 budget and levy information. He noted that the Village of Bloomington is providing a 4% increase to the library, going from $26,000 this year to $27,040. Grant County increased their contribution to $23,412.10, up from $19,208.77. Total income for the library will be $50,952.
He explained that the wage line item for the library showed a higher than 4% increase to allow for potentially hiring someone to staff the library on Thursday mornings from 9 to 12, which is currently not covered.

Motion was made by Daentl and seconded by Mergen to approve the 2026 budget and set the levy payable in 2025-2026. All were in favor. Motion carried. 

Clerk Atterbury explained the WisVote Cost Sharing Agreement is a standard yearly agreement with the county where they pay for the cost of printing ballots and other expenses for federal and county elections, while the village pays for local elections.

Motion was made by McLimans and seconded by Moris to approve the WisVote Cost Sharing Agreement. All were in favor. Motion carried.

McLimans noted that according to the budget, the sewer utility is projecting a net loss of $60,808 in the coming year. To cover this with rate increases would require a 42.35% increase. He recalled that this year, the village implemented a 15% increase in the first quarter and 15% in the second quarter, following a 10% increase in the fourth quarter of the previous year. Currently, no further increases can be made until at least the first quarter of next year.

Clerk Atterbury mentioned that the sewer rate, unlike water rates, is not regulated by the Public Service Commission and can be whatever the village decides.

There was discussion about whether to increase the base rate (currently $61.58 per quarter) or just the usage fee. Clerk Atterbury suggested focusing increases on the usage fee rather than the base rate.

The board decided to postpone this decision until December to gather more accurate information on the exact impact of the 42.35% increase and whether it could be applied to the usage fee without affecting the base rate.

Krissy Custer joined by phone to explain her Land Use Permit request and plans. The board first addressed Custer’s request regarding 109 State Hwy 35 for basic repairs, ½ bath in Suite B, and full bath in the lower level. Krissy stated that the building is currently a shell with one incomplete bathroom. She intends to keep it as commercial property where she can sublet sections (she described six potential sections). She explained that each section would need bathroom facilities if sublet.

Motion was made by McLimans and seconded by Daentl to approve the land use permit for repair and upgrade of bathrooms at 109 State Highway 35. All were in favor. Motion carried.

The board then considered Custer’s requests for water and sewer to Lots 2 and 3. For Lot 2, Krissy explained she wanted to add water and sewer to allow for bathroom facilities in a building that could be rented for storage, a body shop, or similar uses.

Leitzinger raised concerns about potential contamination of the sewer system if automotive chemicals were discharged into drains so close to the wastewater treatment plant. The board noted this would need to be addressed if such a business moved in.
Regarding Lot 3, McLimans expressed strong concerns about Krissy’s desire to place a tiny house on this lot, stating it would be inappropriate to have residential property next to the wastewater treatment plant. He noted this area is zoned commercial by Grant County.

All board members agreed they would not approve a tiny house on Lot 3 due to concerns about liability and proximity to the wastewater plant. Krissy agreed to proceed with water and sewer installation for commercial purposes only.

Motion was made by McLimans and seconded by Daentl to grant water and sewer from the main to a curb stop to parcels 2 and 3 for future commercial use only. All were in favor. Motion carried.

Leitzinger clarified that a licensed plumber would need to do the installation, with the village billing Custer for the work.

Leitzinger reported that when the park roof was being repaired, they discovered the cooler was completely rotted with nothing holding the walls in. John Klein estimated it would cost about $5,000 to rebuild the cooler and get it operational again. The rebuilt cooler would include blown-in insulation, spray foam, treated plywood, and be more sealed than the original.

McLimans noted that once the cooler is fixed, the village should resume charging a fee to whoever runs the concession stand. He mentioned that in the past, the village received $2,500 per year, which was reduced to $1,200 during COVID, and this past year there was no charge.

Motion was made by McLimans and seconded by Allen to proceed with the cooler repair at the community park for a cost up to $5,000. All were in favor. Motion carried.

Leitzinger reported that the generator at the sewer plant had been repaired, but Tom Hoffman warned that it is on borrowed time. If the generator fails again, parts would be very difficult to find. This was also noted in Jordan's report. Leitzinger is looking into cost estimates for a replacement.

Leitzinger reported that when a contractor attempted to scope the sewer main from the south side of Hwy 35 from Bloomington Stop N Go to Route 35 Pub & Pizza, they found it was full of grease, preventing the camera from proceeding. To properly inspect the line, it would need to be hydro-jetted first at a cost of $0.75 per foot with a 1,000 ft minimum, plus $3 per mile for travel ($312 round trip). Camera inspection would cost an additional $1 per foot with a 1,000 ft minimum. Total cost would be approximately $2,000 plus mileage.

Leitzinger suspected the grease was coming from the gas station, noting that he had observed them dumping grease in the backyard. All food service businesses in town were given 30-day notices regarding the installation of grease traps per village ordinance.

Motion was made by Drew and seconded by Daentl to approve the hydro jetting and inspection of the sewer main from the Bloomington Stop N Go to Route 35. All were in favor. Motion carried.

Leitzinger presented a quote from B&M Auto Tire & Towing LLC for $1,228.15 to repair the front end and replace two tires on the red truck. He also mentioned that the box of the truck is becoming brittle, with metal falling off the frame when heavy items are loaded. Ernie Struntz advised that buying a cheaper box would be more cost-effective than repairing the current one. Leitzinger is looking at auction sites for used boxes.

Motion was made by McLimans and seconded by Mergen to approve the B&M quote for repairs to the red truck. All were in favor. Motion carried.




McLimans addressed repairs on the water tower and plans to pull and inspect the pump house. He explained that the well inspection and repairs were estimated at $24,420, while the water tower repairs were estimated at $490,500. Delta 3 is working on grant applications or low-interest DNR loan options for both projects, with preliminary information expected by February and the full application due in June.

Leitzinger mentioned that McGuire Iron had visited and claimed they could beat the price quoted for the water tower work but wouldn't explain why problems hadn't been identified in previous inspections.

Leitzinger asked for guidance on how much the village could spend on the vac truck, noting that while it's working, the box has many holes and the hoses are deteriorating. Ernie Struntz advised that the box is too far gone to repair by welding.

McLimans suggested getting cost estimates and also checking what it would cost to rent a vac truck from a neighboring municipality once or twice a year instead of investing in repairs to the aging vehicle.

Leitzinger reported that the wood on the existing picnic tables and bleachers at the parks is rotting. He suggested replacing them with newer styles that have 20-year warranties and require no maintenance. Clerk Atterbury mentioned that Katie Webb at the bank had purchased similar tables for $104 each, possibly for the Blakes Prairie Fair Association.

McLimans asked Leitzinger to get quotes and determine how much money remains in the park fund after the cooler repair is completed.

Leitzinger explained that upgrading the internet to 50 mb fiber internet at the wastewater plant would improve his ability to participate in Zoom meetings and enhance camera performance. The cost would increase from $104 to $118.99 per month.

Motion was made by Moris and seconded by Mergen to upgrade the internet to 50 mb for $118.99 per month. All were in favor. Motion carried.

Leitzinger explained that when the ATV route was approved, proper signage on Canal Street (State Hwy 35) wasn't implemented because it wasn't legal on state highways at the time. Now, the village can submit a form to make it legal. Tom Vesperman, Grant County Highway Department, is willing to complete the form, and the only cost to the village would be for the signs, with the village having most of the necessary materials.

Motion was made by McLimans and seconded by Allen to fill out the application permit for ATV sign installation from Stop & Go to Bloomington Meats. All were in favor. Motion carried.

Leitzinger asked about an old propane tank at the pump house that is no longer in use and is in poor condition. Buck Crubel has offered to take the tank in exchange for allowing the village to use his tractor for the PTO connection to run the water pump during power outages, which is required by DNR as a backup plan.

Motion was made by McLimans and seconded by Moris to let Buck take the propane tank in exchange for helping with the PTO. All were in favor. Motion carried.

Clerk Atterbury presented three forms she drafted: an application to establish water service (required by the PSC), a water and sewer utility account request form, and a customer information update form. She explained that the forms would help gather necessary information, especially when new customers call with minimal notice.

She noted that some municipalities require deposits from new customers but wasn't sure if Bloomington needed this provision.



Motion was made by McLimans and seconded by Moris to approve the water and sewer utility account request form, the application to establish water service, and the customer information update form for water and sewer utility. All were in favor. Motion carried.

Clerk Atterbury reported on her research into the Wisconsin Public Employers Group health insurance program. She found that there is a four-month process to enroll, making it too late for January coverage. She also learned from other clerks that these rates had increased significantly.

She noted that if the village were to join this program, the most the village could contribute toward employee premiums would be 88%, with employees required to pay 12% through payroll deductions. Currently, the village pays 100% of premiums.

Clerk Atterbury also mentioned that past-due letters were sent on October 28 to all utility customers whose payments were due on October 27, with notices also sent to landlords of delinquent tenants.

She created a frequently asked questions sheet about public fire protection charges, as several residents had inquired about this item on their bills. The board agreed this information should be included with the next billing.

Clerk Atterbury reported that the fire safety equipment vendor visited today. She had questioned whether their service duplicated what the fire department provides, but the vendor clarified that they handle fire extinguisher exchange and recharging while working with the fire department. The vendor suggested putting the village buildings on the same inspection schedule to save a $70 trip charge.

Lastly, Clerk Atterbury noted that two poll workers are retiring, and she needs at least one more full-time worker to maintain an odd number (5) of poll workers, plus a list of alternates. Board members were asked to help spread the word.

The next Regular Board Meeting is scheduled for Monday, December 1, 2025, at 6:00 pm.

Board member discussion items for future meetings:

McLimans requested an agenda item for the next meeting to discuss establishing backup plans for the clerk/treasurer and public works director positions in case anything happens to either of them.

Clerk Atterbury requested adding discussion about the possibility of moving the village office to the wastewater treatment plant site.

There being no additional business to come before the board, McLimans moved to adjourn the meeting and was seconded by Atterbury. All were in favor. Motion carried. 

Clerk/Treasurer 
Shawna Atterbury
