Village of Bloomington

Regular Board Meeting
August 4, 2025
The regular monthly meeting of the Village Board was called to order by Village President Robert McLimans at 6:00 pm.
The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was said. 
Roll call was taken, present: Robert McLimans, Dennis Moris, Alan Mergen, Michelle Atterbury, Chasity Allen, and Dawn Drew. Scott Daentl was absent.
The clerk certified that the open meeting compliance had been met. 

Motion was made by McLimans and seconded by Mergen to approve the agenda. All were in favor. Motion carried. 

Motion was made by Moris and seconded by Drew to approve the minutes of the regular board meeting for July 7, 2025, as read in email. All were in favor. Motion carried. 
Motion was made by Drew and seconded by McLimans to approve the accounts payable reports for July 2025. All were in favor. Motion carried. McLimans reported the total payout for the period was $44,471.24. Total expenditures from the General Fund were $27,589.00, Water Utility Fund were $7,328.00, and Sewer Utility Fund were $9,554.00. 
Officer Small was present to give his report. Officer Small reported ongoing issues involving the barking dogs on 4th Street. Three complaints were received since the last board meeting. Officer Small made contact with the resident, who was informed of a citation being issued and a deadline of September 1, 2025, to reduce the number of dogs to five. It was explained that failure to comply may result in daily citations and potentially an administrative warrant to seize and rehome the dogs at the owner’s expense. Officer Small reported the resident was cooperative. The residents later contacted the Sheriff’s Office with complaints about Officer Small’s presence on their property. These were clarified as non-actionable, and they were given a formal complaint form, which was not submitted. The resident also reported barking dogs at neighboring properties. Descriptions were provided and Officer Small is following up. 
Officer Small also reported that a group from Iowa was found camping after the softball tournament at the Community Park. Due to intoxication levels, they were not asked to leave that night. They were advised to apply for a Special Use Permit in the future. The group left the area clean, and no complaints were received. 
Officer Small reported that the new uniform has been received and the use of the village truck for ordinance enforcement is working effectively. Business cards have been ordered, and a new police phone number is active. Officer Small suggested a future committee meeting to plan for proper policing equipment with a goal of enabling traffic enforcement capabilities. 

Officer Small has conducted multiple follow-ups on junk cleanup violations. Most properties have a compliance deadline of September 1, 2025. One property showed no progress, and enforcement action may be necessary. A junked vehicle on Wall Street was removed and another is pending registration. Progress for junk removal has been observed on Bowery Street, and a resident was given 30 days to sell the last junk vehicle. 

Notable law enforcement activity for July included:
· Suspicious Vehicle: Investigated at Court Street storage units; owner identified.

· Domestic Disturbance: Incident investigated between a male and female; no arrests or charges. Parties separated for the night.

· Suspicious Persons: Two young females seen shining lights into homes on 1st Street. Complainant addressed the issue directly.

· Harassment Complaint: Non-criminal dispute between two females. Complainant advised of option to seek a restraining order.
Concerned citizens: A resident at 421 Prospect Street attended the meeting to express concerns regarding fireworks in the area. Officer Small addressed the concerns and advised the resident on the appropriate procedures to follow should the issue occur again. A resident at 430 Mill Street was also present to reiterate his concerns regarding traffic and stop signs on Mill Street and requested they be removed. McLimans asked Officer Small to patrol that area and provide a report at the next meeting. The property owner of 2 parcels on State Road 35 was present to request permission to extend water service to two additional buildings on their property. Discussion followed. McLimans informed the property owner that the Board had recently approved an application to the Public Service Commission seeking authorization to implement a $1,000 water system connection fee. 
The board discussed questions from Logan Hoffman of Delta 3 regarding the utilities ordinances. The following points were addressed:
1. The board agreed that it was acceptable to combine sections 1102 and 1106 of the ordinance.

2. The board agreed to change the ordinance to specify that ownership of water service changes at the curb stop, not the curb. Keith Leitzinger confirmed that it should be the curb stop.

3. The board agreed to correct consistency errors in penalty charges, adopting the higher penalty charge of $10 per day (equivalent to $3,650 per year) for illegal use of the sewage system, rather than the previous structure of $25 per month for the first three months and $100 per month thereafter.

4. Regarding sewer lateral ownership, the board agreed, based on discussions with Mark Digman, to change the ordinance to read that residents' ownership of sewer lateral goes all the way to the right of way for all cases unless the sewer main is outside the right of way.

5. The board agreed to keep user charges per classification rather than switching to residential equivalent users, as recommended by Mark Digman.

6. The board agreed to continue allowing the use of garbage disposals and drains. Keith Leitzinger noted that most problems have been solved, and that businesses rather than homeowners tend to be the source of issues, particularly regarding grease.
The board requested that all water and sewer rates be published on the village website, including fire protection direct charges, quarterly public fire charges, service charges, and water and sewer schedules, to allow residents to understand the new charges that will be implemented in the third quarter.
The board also discussed water system connection charges. The Public Service Commission had previously disallowed the village's $500 connection charge because it had not been properly approved, and one resident had been refunded this fee. The board discussed options for future connection charges.
Motion by Mergen, seconded by Moris, to apply to the Public Service Commission for approval to charge a $1,000 water system connection fee. Motion carried unanimously.
Keith Leitzinger reported that he and Mark had addressed the trees that were causing major blockages for drivers by cutting them down and trimming them back. He stated that there were no trees requiring urgent removal. The tree in the square park that was struck by lightning is being monitored, but they believe it will recover and does not need to be cut down at this time.
Leitzinger noted that there was one village-owned tree on Third Street with branches overhanging a resident's house at 730 3rd Street. The resident had offered to either pay the full cost of trimming or split the cost with the village. The tree is healthy but needs to be trimmed to prevent branches from rubbing against the house during windy conditions.
Motion was made by McLimans and seconded by Allen to remove the tree and share the cost with the homeowner. All were in favor. Motion carried.

The Board discussed the recent acquisition of Town and Country Sanitation by Republic Services. It was noted that Republic Services will honor the existing contract with the Village. Additionally, garbage and recycling collection may occur later in the day than usual.
Discussion was had regarding the petition for 2026 County Aid Construction funds for road improvements. Motion was made by Moris and seconded by Atterbury to complete, sign and return the petition to the Grant County Highway Department. All were in favor. Motion carried. 
Keith Leitzinger was present to give the Maintenance Report. McLimans congratulated Leitzinger on obtaining the Department of Natural Resources Municipal Waterworks Operator Certification. Leitzinger reported that a storm drain on Pleasant Street needs to be replaced, and the intersection of County A and 1st Street will need to be repaired. McLimans advised Leitzinger to obtain an estimate to be budgeted in 2026.
Motion made by McLimans and seconded by Mergen to pay one half the cost for sidewalk replacement at 628 4th Street. All were in favor. Motion carried. 

McLimans will email committee members to coordinate a 2026 budget workshop meeting.
Motion to go into Closed Session per Statute 19.85(1)(c): Considering employment, promotion, compensation, or performance evaluation data of any public employee over which the government body as jurisdiction or exercises responsibility was made by McLimans and seconded by Moris. All were in favor. Motion carried. 

Motion to reconvene in open session was made by McLimans and seconded by Moris. All were in favor. Motion carried.

The Clerk reported that she is currently working to catch up on bank reconciliations, as several accounts have not been reconciled since her leave of absence.
McLimans reminded the Board of the next regular board meeting to be held on September 2, 2025, at 6:00 pm.
Open-floor discussions invited recommendations for future agenda items. Board members had no items for future consideration.  
There being no additional business to come before the board, McLimans moved to adjourn the meeting and was seconded by Allen. All were in favor. Motion carried. 
Clerk/Treasurer 

Shawna Atterbury
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