Village of Bloomington

Regular Board Meeting
March 3, 2025
The regular monthly meeting of the Village Board was called to order by Village President Robert McLimans at 6:00 pm.
The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was said. 
Roll call was taken, present: Robert McLimans, Dennis Moris, Alan Mergen, Michelle Atterbury, Scott Daentl, Chasity Allen, and Dawn Drew.
The clerk certified that the open meeting compliance had been met. 

Motion was made by McLimans and seconded by Moris to approve the agenda. All were in favor. Motion carried. 

Motion was made by Atterbury and seconded by Allen to approve the minutes of the regular board meeting for February 3,2025, as read in email. All were in favor. Motion carried. 
Motion was made by Daentl and seconded by Mergen to approve the accounts payable reports for February 2025. All were in favor. Motion carried. McLimans reported the total payout for the period was $288,277.09, including over $61,000 to Grant County Treasurer, $140,000 to River Ridge School District, and over $17,000 to Southwest Wisconsin Technical College. Total expenditures from the General Fund were $258,161.67, Water Utility Fund were $17,707.53, and Sewer Utility Fund were $12,407.89. 
Officer Small was present to give his report, which included:
· Officer Small investigated the complaint of objects being placed in the right-of-way and causing a visual obstruction, and found no valid obstruction and that traffic could be reasonably seen coming from the intersection.
· Officer Small contacted the owner of a barking dog on Canal Street. The owner stated he would make an effort to keep the dog from continuing to bark.

· A junked vehicle has been parked on Wall Street. Officer Small left a warning on it for removal within 48 hours or it would be towed, and written warnings for Failure to Title and Failure to Register. The vehicle was removed shortly after. 

· A truck had been parked in the public parking lot overnight. The owner is not from the area and registration expired 2 years prior. A written warning was issued, and the vehicle was removed the next day. 

· A complaint was received of a resident with 5 unregistered dogs. Officer Small made contact and gave the owner 30 days to get the dogs vaccinated and registered. 

· Officer Small made contact with three residents and advised them that the village was no longer going to shovel the snow in front of their properties. 

· Officer Small issued 5 parking citations. Four of the citations were for 48-hour parking following the snowstorm, and one citation was for unauthorized parking in an accessible parking spot. 

Other notable law enforcement activities included:

· A dispute between two parties over a trailer and money owed for services.

· A resident lost money to a scam involving Apple Pay.

· Complaint of speeding on Mill Street

· Suspicious Person – A male was knocking on a residence claiming to be invited by the female party. The male was confronted and told he was not invited and advised to leave.

· Welfare Check – Son called in wanting his father checked on. Contact was made with the father and determined everything was okay.
Concerned citizens: Tim Wagner, 623 Fourth Street, was present to again voice his concerns regarding the right-of-way at the property of 440 Pleasant Street, citing safety issues when backing out of his garage due to a blind spot. Officer Small discussed what he observed when he investigated and stated he left an explanation in a voicemail to Wagner, which Wagner claimed he did not receive. McLimans asked Officer Small to make an appointment with Wagner to provide him with an explanation.
Motion was made by Mergen and seconded by Drew to grant a Land Use Permit to Tom and Tami Hoffman to set a mobile home at 121 Court Street, Lot #5. All were in favor. Motion carried. 
R. J. Osterhaus from Bloomington Little League stated they want to take on running the concession stand. Karen Moravits has a license and experience running similar operations. The Little League board is considering investing in a portable pitcher's mound costing between $1,900-$2,000, which would become park property. This would make field prep easier due to new baseball rules requiring mounds to be removed between games.

Osterhaus noted that some years they don't make $10,000 from concessions. The men's softball league may not happen this year, which would affect revenue. They intend to try hosting tournaments to bring more people and revenue.

Rather than paying an upfront fee, Bloomington Little League proposed purchasing the portable pitching mound as their investment. The board discussed this option, with McLimans noting the village pays nearly $700 in electric bills for the ballpark during summer months.

The board discussed the proposal and logistics of operating the concession stand, including liquor licensing requirements. Karen Moravits stated she has the necessary licenses and food safety certifications. Clerk explained to Moravits the process to obtain the necessary licenses from the village. 
Motion was made by McLimans and seconded by Allen for the Bloomington Little League to take over the concession stand this year at a cost of purchasing a portable pitching mound estimated at $2,025 (including shipping). All were in favor. Motion carried.
Jessica Fuerstenberg was present to discuss her request for a variance to keep 13 dogs, which exceeds the village limit of 5. McLimans reminded Fuerstenberg that last year they were granted a permit through the end of the year to keep their current number of dogs, with the expectation they would reduce the number. The new ordinance limit is 5 dogs.

Fuerstenberg stated she still has 13 dogs and is working with Service Patriots of America to potentially donate some dogs to help disabled veterans. She explained the challenges in rehoming the dogs, including full shelters and restrictions on online postings. All the dogs are over 7 years old, with the oldest being 12.

The board expressed disappointment that no progress had been made in reducing the number of dogs over the past year. They discussed options for moving forward, including setting a firm deadline.

McLimans suggested granting a temporary 90-day variance to allow Jessica Fuerstenberg to keep 13 dogs, with the requirement that she provide an update at the July board meeting on efforts made and progress in reducing the number of dogs. Motion was made by Daentl and seconded by Moris to grant a temporary 90-day variance to allow Jessica Fuerstenberg to keep 13 dogs, with the requirement that she provide an update at the July board meeting on efforts made and progress in reducing the number of dogs. All were in favor. Motion carried.
Clerk provided an update on the Easter Egg Hunt organization. After the previous organizers stepped down, Jeannie Hamilton from Blue Collar Nutrition volunteered to take over the event. The date is set for Saturday, March 29, 2025, starting at 11 AM. Donation request letters will be sent out and approximately 10,000 eggs will need to be filled. The board discussed logistics including port-a-potties and village expenses related to the event.
Jordan Fure from Delta 3 Engineering discussed plans for upgrading the wastewater treatment facility. He recommended completing a facility evaluation this year at a cost of about $12,000. This would lead to submitting a facility plan to the DNR in 2026, with potential construction starting in 2028.

The board discussed more immediate needs, including replacing the influent screening equipment and UV disinfection. Fure suggested submitting a separate facility plan for those two items in 2025 for potential construction in 2026.
Motion was made by Moris and seconded by Daentl to proceed with the wastewater treatment evaluation. All were in favor. Motion carried.

Motion was made by McLimans and seconded by Daentl to proceed with facility planning for UV disinfection and influent screening upgrades. All were in favor. Motion carried.
Clerk reported that based on communications with county officials, it appears the village owns the Union Street Apartments property. The village bills DAK Management $900 annually in lieu of property taxes to cover expenses like snow plowing. The board discussed the history of the property arrangement and the next steps to clarify ownership and responsibilities.
The board reviewed proposed revisions to Chapter 13 Building Regulations. They discussed concerns about a new section prohibiting storage and shipping containers, noting potential impacts on existing commercial uses. The board decided to pass the ordinance with the exception of revising Section 13.15.

Motion was made by McLimans and seconded by Moris to pass the ordinance containing Chapter 13 building regulations prepared by attorney Wood's office, with the exception of revising Section 13.15. All were in favor. Motion carried.
The board reviewed the annual request for the Delegated Municipal Authority form from General Engineering Company. Motion was made by Daentl and seconded by Drew to approve signing the request for delegated municipal authority. All were in favor. Motion carried.
McLimans reminded the board of the upcoming public hearing on water rate increases, noting significant proposed increases. The board discussed potential public reactions and the need to be prepared to explain the reasons for the increases.
Motion was made by Moris and seconded by Allen to grant a Temporary Alcohol Beverage License to St. Mary’s Congregation for the St. Mary’s Fish Fry on Friday, March 14, 2025. All were in favor. Motion carried. 

Keith Leitzinger was present to give the Maintenance Report. Leitzinger explained the need for cross-connection inspections to prevent contamination of the water system. These inspections are necessary in order to ensure compliance with state regulations. He described the process and potential costs for addressing issues found during inspections. The board discussed options for implementing the inspections and providing necessary equipment to residents.
Leitzinger reported that the 1996 Freightliner Dump Truck sold for $7,000 and the sludge applicator sold for $5,000. The Village of Eastman is interested in the plow.

Leitzinger provided updates on various maintenance issues, including aeration tank cleaning needs, blower replacements, and influent screening options at the wastewater treatment plant. The board discussed costs and logistics for these projects.
Motion was made by Mergen and seconded by Moris to approve the minutes of the committee meeting held February 26, 2025, as read in email. All were in favor. Motion carried.
Motion to go into Closed Session per Statute 19.85(1)(c): Considering employment, promotion, compensation, or performance evaluation data of any public employee over which the government body as jurisdiction or exercises responsibility was made by McLimans and seconded by Allen. All were in favor. Motion carried. 

Motion to reconvene in open session was made by McLimans and seconded by Moris. All were in favor. Motion carried.

Motion was made by McLimans and seconded by Allen to accept the committee's recommendations for changes to the employee handbook regarding comp time, overtime, personal time off, vacation time, and Wisconsin Retirement System, to be incorporated into the handbook and reviewed in two months. Motion carried. All were in favor. Motion carried. 

Motion was made by McLimans and seconded by Mergen to purchase a new monitor from Amazon for $89.99 for Clerk’s office. All were in favor. Motion carried. 

Motion was made by McLimans and seconded by Allen to approve Clerk’s attendance to the Wisconsin Municipal Clerk’s Association (WMCA) in Waunakee on Thursday, March 6, 2025. All were in favor. Motion carried. 

Motion was made by McLimans and seconded by Drew to approve Clerk’s attendance at the Wisconsin Elections Commission (WEC) Clerk’s Conference in Rothschild on September 30th and October 1st. All were in favor. Motion carried. 

Discussion was had on the bill received from Hermsen’s for fixing the water meter at the fire department. Motion was made by Moris and seconded by Allen for the Village to pay the bill from Hermsen’s. All were in favor. Motion carried. 

Motion was made by McLimans and seconded by Moris to approve Clerk’s attendance to the Local Government Education (LGE) Alcohol/Beverage Licensing I and II on May 8th and 9th if needed. All were in favor. Motion carried. 
McLimans reminded the Board of the next regular board meeting to be held on April 7, 2025, at 6:00 pm.
Open-floor discussions invited recommendations for future agenda items. Board members suggested the following items for future consideration:  
· Closed Session per Statute 19.85(1)(c): Considering employment, promotion, compensation, or performance evaluation data of any public employee over which the government body as jurisdiction or exercises responsibility
· Discussion on water meter at BoxLogix (KGCK Holdings LLC), 545 Mill Street

· Allen stated she will be on vacation and will not be attending the April meeting
There being no additional business to come before the board, McLimans moved to adjourn the meeting and was seconded by Mergen. All were in favor. Motion carried. 
Clerk/Treasurer 

Shawna Atterbury
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