Village of Bloomington
Regular Board Meeting
March 11, 2026

The regular monthly meeting of the Village Board was called to order by Village President Robert McLimans at 6:00 pm.

The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was said. 

Roll call was conducted with the following members present: Robert McLimans, Dennis Moris, Scott Daentl, Michelle Atterbury, Dawn Drew, and Al Mergen. Chasity Allen appeared by phone. 

Clerk Atterbury verified that the open meeting compliance had been met. Motion was made by McLimans and seconded by Atterbury to approve the agenda. All were in favor. Motion carried.

Motion was made by McLimans and seconded by Moris to approve the minutes of the regular board meeting for February 2, 2026, as read in email. All were in favor. Motion carried. 

Motion was made by Daentl and seconded by Mergen to approve the accounts payable reports for February 2026. All were in favor. Motion carried.
McLimans reviewed February accounts payable totaling $290,633.28. Major expenditures included Grant County Treasurer February property tax settlement of $57,347, River Ridge School District settlement of $155,899, and Southwest Tech settlement of $16,608. General fund payouts totaled $264,583.63, water utility $13,112.10, and sewer utility $12,937.55.
Chief Small reported on March activities including ordering alternative side parking signs following last month's ordinance passage, coordinating the dilapidated building letter approved by the Village attorney, and working with Wisconsin DOT on route permits for the homecoming parade this Fall. 
Chief Small updated on uniform design and new patches, and arrangements to borrow equipment from the sheriff's office. Police activity included returning a found license plate, a traffic stop resulting in a warning for non-registration and open intoxicants, business security checks, a restraining order violation referred to the district attorney’s office, and theft from the Bloomington Meats vending machine with limited camera evidence available.
Regarding the Fourth Street dog situation, Chief Small reported receiving video from the sheriff's office for the December warrant, working through the attorney's office on supplemental materials, and citations being filed with a court date pending. McLimans noted no dog licenses had been applied for at that location despite the March deadline.
Concerned citizens: The owner of the property located at 614 First Street addressed the board regarding a non-functioning sump pump that hasn't worked in over 10 years and has never discharged water. He explained scheduling difficulties in coordinating with his renter to access the property for required capping, citing his business responsibilities and children's activities.
McLimans clarified this is a state requirement through the Public Service Commission to prevent connections to the wastewater system, whether functional or not. Chief Small noted Crubel had received reasonable notice since July 2025.
After discussion about the village potentially accessing and billing Crubel for the work, Crubel committed to completing the capping this Saturday morning, March 14, 2026. The board agreed to reduce accumulated fines from $1,305 to $100 if the work is completed by weekend and documented with photos sent to McLimans or Clerk Atterbury.
Dave Pluym from Eagle Point Solar presented an updated solar panel proposal, explaining the original ground-mount design was moved to the roof due to board preference. However, structural assessment revealed the desired smaller buildings have rotted wood framing on 24-inch centers without proper purlins, making them unsuitable without significant structural improvements.
The current design focuses on the larger building with a 29.5 kW DC system providing net billing (kilowatt for kilowatt credit). The projected production barely covers 25% of electric usage, with potential to expand to two-thirds coverage if other roofs were structurally improved.
Pluym emphasized the federal direct pay tax credit expires at year-end, requiring form 990T submission regardless of project decision. He noted roof-mounted panels on steeper pitches shed snow better than the 4/12 pitch design, though 25-year average weather data accounts for snow coverage in production projections.
McLimans thanked Pluym for his efforts but indicated the board needs more time to consider this alongside other priority projects. The materials and tax credit forms were left for further review.
Nick Cooper from Bloomington Little League accepted the $2,500 annual contract for park concession operations. He requested a 3-5 year contract at the same rate to avoid annual negotiations.
The board agreed to structure a 3-year contract covering 2026, 2027, and 2028. Leitzinger confirmed bathroom facilities would be available by April 15th for practice schedules. Clerk Atterbury provided liquor license forms to Cooper.
McLimans explained Ordinance No. 2026-02 Entitled "Rules And Procedures Of The Village Board," Section 2.01 Entitled "Board Meetings", and Section 2.03 Entitled "Rules Of Board Procedure" Paragraph (1) "Standing Committees" officially moves board meetings to the second Wednesday of each month at 6 PM and establishes standing committees: Finance and Administrative, Public Works Utilities, Public Safety, Parks and Grounds, and Personnel Committee.
Motion was made by McLimans and seconded by Mergen to approve Ordinance No. 2026-02. All were in favor. Motion carried. 
Mark Digman from Delta 3 Engineering Inc. presented the final payment application for sewer system televising work by Kleiber Hydro Jetting & Vac, LLC. The final amount of $9,974.25 was slightly less than the bid due to a 6-inch pipe section that couldn't be televised and some inaccessible areas.
Motion was made by McLimans and seconded by Moris to approve Pay Application #1 from Kleiber Hydro Jetting & Vac, LLC. All were in favor. Motion carried. 
Mark Digman reported the televising on Canal Street revealed extensive deterioration in water and sewer infrastructure from Prospect Street to Bowery Street, all requiring replacement before the state's 2031 highway reconstruction. Recent water main breaks confirm the urgency of infrastructure replacement.
Digman outlined grant application requirements, including income surveys due in February for CDBG eligibility. The $1 million CDBG grant could cover up to $1.5 million in work. Timing coordination with DOT construction could save on asphalt restoration costs, though early construction might require premium paving that sits longer than optimal.
The village has historically scored well for safe drinking water and clean water fund grants due to having only one well. Committee discussion was scheduled for April 21st at 5 PM to review cost estimates, funding options, and project location mapping.
Mark Digman presented a comprehensive cost analysis comparing water tower rehabilitation versus replacement over 60 years. The existing 75-year-old tower (originally from the 1950s) requires approximately $541,000 in immediate repairs per the May 2025 inspection report.
His analysis projected total costs over 60 years: tower rehabilitation at $3.4 million (or $10.6 million with 3% inflation) versus new tower replacement at just under $3 million. A new 150,000-gallon spheroid tower would cost approximately $1.5 million initially but provide 13% immediate savings and over 60% lifecycle savings when inflation is considered.
Digman explained grant funding opportunities are better for replacement projects than rehabilitation. He noted the DNR has given the village two years to address tower issues, with this being the first year. The analysis includes a SCADA system for automated monitoring and alerts.
Board members discussed grant timing complications, particularly the CDBG three-year restriction and potential conflicts with the 2031 Canal Street project. The village's single well system adds vulnerability, though historical pumpage has remained stable over 20 years.
This item was scheduled for the April 21st special committee meeting for further discussion.
Mark Digman reviewed TDS's fiber installation plans, noting previous televising revealed conduits running directly through sewer mains. He proposed providing TDS with specific requirements including pre- and post-televising of sewer crossings, maintaining 5-foot distances from hydrants, proper easements, erosion control measures, and timely lawn restoration.
McLimans emphasized the village cannot give carte blanche permission for unrestricted digging, particularly given recent infrastructure repair issues on Mill Street.
Motion was made by McLimans and seconded by Drew to contract with Delta 3 Engineering, Inc. to review TDS project for Village of Bloomington compliance requirements. All were in favor. Motion carried. 
Clerk Atterbury reported the contractor broke the sidewalk at 317 Bowery Street during new house construction and the property owner inquired about village cost-sharing for replacement of sidewalk. Upon discussion with the property owner, he indicated he doesn't necessarily need the sidewalk replaced.
Moris noted the inequity of sidewalk requirements when less than half the village has sidewalks, requiring some residents to maintain and shovel sidewalks while others have no such obligations.
Motion was made by Moris and seconded by Daentl to not replace the sidewalk. All were in favor. Motion carried. 
Clerk Atterbury also reported Margaret from Wood Law Office identified section 8.10 regarding outdoor solid fuel heating devices as incomplete in the consolidated ordinance document. McLimans will locate and provide the complete two-page ordinance covering grandfathered installations and replacement restrictions.
Clerk Atterbury presented the bulk water use policy and operations packet required by PSC regulations. Leitzinger emphasized the need for air gap requirements (approximately one foot clearance) to prevent bacterial contamination of the distribution system. The policy includes meter tracking requirements, with quote pending from J&R Supply, Inc.
Motion was made by Daentl and seconded by Moris to approve the Village of Bloomington Municipal Water Utility Bulk Water Use Policy and Bulk Water Permit & Operations Packet with the air gap addition. All were in favor. Motion carried. 
Clerk Atterbury requested to upgrade the GoDaddy Website from $22.99 to $29.99 per month to enable online park reservation calendar with payment processing, eliminating manual tracking and scheduling coordination. The Park Rental Agreement form would be integrated with the website upgrade for streamlined processing. 
Motion was made by McLimans and seconded by Atterbury to approve the GoDaddy Website upgrade and the park rental agreement. All were in favor. Motion carried. 
Johnson Block recommended transferring the funds from the CDBG account ($4.49) and Village Matching Funds account ($2,022.46) into the Pooled Checking account, with future re-establishment as needed for projects.
Motion was made by Mergen and seconded by McLimans to approve transferring funds and closing the accounts. All were in favor. Motion carried. 
McLimans noted the library board approved their annual report showing employee numbers, operating hours, wages, and budget information and was available for review. 
McLimans raised concerns about potential data center development near Cassville based on recent press coverage and social media discussion. A large informational meeting was held in Potosi over the weekend addressing community concerns.
Board members discussed the county's limited transparency about the project, with the county administrator publicly supporting development. Concerns were raised about data centers' massive water consumption, potential well depletion, noise pollution, and temporary economic benefits followed by abandoned facilities.
Atterbury suggested organizing a joint town hall meeting with Bloomington Township and neighboring municipalities to coordinate zoning responses. Tomorrow's Cassville Township meeting will discuss zoning implementation as protection against unwanted development.
Clerk Atterbury will contact Pete Moris about organizing a community information meeting, potentially at St. Mary's for maximum attendance.
Leitzinger reported discovering and repairing a major water leak on Canal Street that had been flowing into storm and sewer drains. Daily water pumpage dropped from 115,000 gallons to 18,700 gallons after repairs, indicating the leak had been ongoing for an extended period.
The repair revealed misaligned pipe joints and corrected mapping errors showing a hydrant as 6-inch when it's actually 4-inch. Leitzinger noted the downtown water infrastructure dates to approximately World War I era (over 100 years old) with lead piping and cement construction creating difficult excavation conditions.
Three quotes were received for well pump work:
· Peerless Well & Pump: $24,420 (maintaining existing 300 GPM capacity)
· Water Well Solutions: $85,085
· CTW Wells & Pumps: Option #1 Total Cost: $44,838, Option #2 Total Cost: $78,093, Option #3 Total Cost: $73,393
Tyler Munson from CTW presented three options: 30 HP submersible motor replacement, rebuilding existing motor with temporary pump, or 40 HP motor with special VFD. He emphasized the importance of quick replacement capability for single-well systems and noted DNR preference against oil-lubricated systems.
Leitzinger reported pump capacity dropped from 300 to 242 GPM, indicating mechanical issues requiring investigation. The pump was last pulled in 2012 with casing repairs needed.
Mark Digman noted quote variations in scope and specifications, with Peerless and CTW being comparable for full replacement. Submersible conversion would require backup generator installation (approximately $60,000) since current PTO-driven backup wouldn't work.
The board decided to include this in the April 21st committee meeting as part of comprehensive water system planning discussions.
Leitzinger reported ongoing issues with the helium tank heater installed approximately two years ago. The unit has repeatedly failed, recently burning wires and elements. The electrical contractor claims improper installation while denying responsibility for their electrical work.
Mark Digman noted the heater was originally designed for LP/natural gas but installed as electric, potentially contributing to problems. Delta 3 will investigate the installation history and coordinate with Top Notch contractor to resolve warranty and responsibility issues.
Leitzinger is currently using a personal heater to prevent chemical gelling, which requires expensive replacement when it occurs.
Leitzinger reported that the lightning-damaged pine tree at the park is dying and requires removal. Quotes are pending for tree removal services.
For street repairs, Leitzinger requested guidance on patching numerous holes on Canal and Congress Streets. The board directed cold patch repairs for now, with potential for blacktop work if Iverson Construction is available locally this summer.
The damaged 3500 Ram truck is at Sire T’s for repairs with total costs just under $5,000. Insurance will cover all but $1,000 deductible. Leitzinger noted the truck operates much better after ECU and control knob replacement.
Dates for Open Book and Board of Review will be provided for the April meeting. Board members discussed training completion requirements, with both McLimans and Moris having completed training last year. 
Motion was made by McLimans and seconded by Mergen to approve the Special Meeting Minutes from March 3, 2026, as read in email. 
Daentl reported the March 3rd interview committee interviewed two qualified candidates. One eliminated herself by requesting $20/hour versus the offered $15/hour position.
Courtney Sheckler emerged as the recommended candidate, demonstrating excellent qualifications and interview performance. Her Tuesday, Thursday, and every other Friday availability aligns well with training and scheduling needs.
The board discussed wage confirmation since Courtney didn't inquire about compensation during interviews. They agreed to offer the position at $15/hour with probationary period extending through the next budget review cycle.
Motion was made by Daentl and seconded by Atterbury to offer Courtney Scheckler the deputy/clerk position. All were in favor. Motion carried.
Clerk Atterbury reported Johnson Block's recommendation to move the library savings account from a bank savings account, currently earning interest at 0.10% to a Local Government Investment Pool (LGIP) account, at 3.69% interest. This recommendation will be presented to the Library Board at their March 20th meeting for approval, as library financial decisions require Library Board authorization.
Motion was made by Daentl and seconded by Mergen to approve quote received from Applied Micro for purchase of HP Pro Desktop, Device Protection, Two 27" Wide Monitors W/Built-In Speakers, and Microsoft 365 Business Standard License for $1,496.41. All were in favor. Motion carried. 
Clerk Atterbury explained two reasons for the reception window in the clerk’s office: reduced office space with two clerks and recent security incident where a citizen became confrontational and verbally abusive over parking enforcement. John Klein quoted $2,014.63 for non-tempered glass installation (versus $5,200 for bulletproof tempered glass).
The 36" x 36" sliding window would be installed on the bulletin board wall, completable in less than one day.
Motion was made by Moris and seconded by Atterbury to approve the reception window installation. All were in favor. Motion carried. 
Clerk Atterbury presented office layout plans showing desk and filing cabinet arrangements for two-person operations. The existing desk and large filing cabinet would be offered to Leitzinger for public works use.
Amazon purchases include two desks ($3,585.50), three lateral files ($1,997.82), and bookcase ($907.11), totaling approximately $6,500 with Prime shipping benefits and tax exemption.
Motion was made by Atterbury and seconded by Daentl to approve the Amazon office purchases. All were in favor. Motion carried. 
Motion was made by Mergen and seconded by McLimans to approve paint purchase from Menard’s. All were in favor. Motion carried.
Clerk Atterbury reported the highly educational seminar covering tax incremental financing and financial best practices hosted by Ehlers Public Finance Advisors. Clerk Atterbury spoke with Joe Murray from Ehlers, and he offered free analysis of village capital projects and financing options, currently providing similar services to Potosi.
Motion was made by McLimans and seconded by Mergen to approve the GCS to Catalis upgrade for property tax payment recording. All were in favor. Motion carried. 
Clerk Atterbury reported significant success with past due collection efforts. Outstanding balances dropped from $30,000 in January to under $2,000 after disconnection notices, with only three actual disconnections required and one customer establishing a deferred payment agreement.
Automatic payment option through Workhorse is now available at no cost, with initial signups already occurring. This should improve collection efficiency and reduce administrative burden.
Jim Warczak requested the US Department Of Energy (DOE) And US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 2026 Model Year Fuel Economy Guide be shared with the board, and copies were provided. 
Motion was made by McLimans and seconded by Moris to convene into closed session pursuant to Section 19.85(1)(c), Wisconsin Statutes, to consider personnel matters regarding potential future vacancy and staffing in the Public Works Department. All were in favor. Motion carried.
Following sessions, motion was made by McLimans and seconded by Atterbury to reconvene in open sessions. All were in favor. Motion carried. 
Motion was made by McLimans and seconded by Daentl to schedule a Personnel Committee meeting on April 15, 2026, for considering future employment in the Public Works Department. All were in favor. Motion carried. 

The next Regular Board Meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, April 8, 2026, at 6:00 pm.

Moris inquired about summer help staffing. Leitzinger confirmed Brendan Jentz plans to return to work. 

There being no additional business to come before the board, McLimans moved to adjourn the meeting and was seconded by Moris. All were in favor. Motion carried. 

Clerk/Treasurer 
Shawna Atterbury
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