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- - . there are no 1ash marks anywhere on my
l " I n body, Iet alone on my butt!”
— Pulikal Bhaskar

May 16, 1994

‘Writers need not know how to write

not do the actual writing; marketing potentials precede the writing talent.
that was arranged by the  Not surpnised, | suppose.
publisher. Okay, let me put it this way: [magine hiring
Then there was this  a psvchopath, who can’t tell the difference
voluptuous singer.  between a baseball and 2 football, drafted by the
Madonna, who always NFL, being paid millions because the psy-
thought about publicity chopath has been in the limelight because he
strategy. All her shows  was a serial killer before he was caught. Well
were sell outs — she was  now, that is a surprise!

The sysiem is pood. A talented voungsier
shines in a college football game. The scouts
spot him. In the next drafi, he is signed for a
contract of a million or two by one of the pro-
fessional tcams. Another smart girl docs
extremely well in finance. A leading bank
recruits her for a handsome salary, including
perks. But when it comes 10 a student thinking
of making a carecr in writing, it is an entircly

different ball game. There must be talent scouts  Pulikal a good crooner. She That is the problem in choosing writing as a
even in the literary world. There are prestigious Bhaskar came up with the brilliant  career. In this ficld you don’t have 1o be a pro-
publishing houses with millions of dollars wait- idea of writing bits and  fessional wriler 10 achieve success! Talent
ing to be distributed. Staff picces here and there. and  scouts don’t Took for talent here, That reminds
To understand these standards we only have  Columnist printing them in a book  me of the news that mos! of these scouts are
to Took back on their recent coups that turned full of her photographs  now camping in Singapore. | heard the chances
out 10 he hest scllers. with hardly any bits of clothing. The oaly picce of becoming the writer of a best seller are very
There was this nolonious international crimi-— of covering was the polyethvlene sealed wrap- good for visitors to Singapore.
nal. Charles Show braj. whose trick of the trade per around the book to plug the leakage of sales In fact. | have been (o Singapore a couple of
was 10 dope and kill the tourics, then fleece  due to peeping Toms browsing in book shops. times a few vears back and let me assure you, |
them. e had assumed many roles in different In order 10 make money in the publishing  am not ene of those popular writers.
countrics for his nclarious activities beforc he world, a person need not be a writer. The person Still skeptical? Okay, it would be indecent 10
was caught. While he was in jail. one of those  need not have good credentials, cxpose, but belicve me there are no lash marks
literary-scouts with an car on the jail grounds In fact. the greater the notoricly the greater anywhere on my hody, let alone on my bun!

convinced his publisher 10 part with a minor for-  the chance for success. Mostly, what is requircd Bhaskar is a graduate student in political
tunc in exchange for an exclusive story from the  is some weird strategy 1o caich the imagination  science and staff columnist for The News
criminal. The best part was the criminal need  of the public. In other words, publicity and  Record.




