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Introduction

This publication brings together a selection of representative case studies from
preschools participating ihe Evolving Voices of Children Pedag@gwnternational
Project It captures childreQ, educatorQand familieSXeflections as the pedagogy is
implemented, and demonstrates the significant impaat childrern@ participation,
agency, and learningvhen opportunities for expressioare embedded consistently
within daily pedagogical practice.

What makes this initiative distinctive is that it is not a oreff project, but an
intentionally ongoing, evolving, and borderlessdeavour TheVoices of Children
Pedagogy' is designed to grow, deepen, and strengthen over time through
sustained practice, reflection, and cressltural exchangeyanslated into concrete,
everyday pedagogical steps that support a shared global commitment to listening
to and valuing childre® voices

Duringlmplementation Yeat (2025, the project engagedver 1,000children and
educators acros40 countries including Brazil, Germany, India, Mexico, Nigeria,
Peru, Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates, the United Kingdom, and Zimbabwe.
The case studies presented in this volume are representative examples from
participating preschools in some of these countries, offering insight into diverse
contexts united by a common pedagogical vision.

Grounded in a rightdased approach to early childhood education, Waces of
Children Pedagodyrecogniseshildren agedic6 as active contributors to meaning
making, learning, and community life. Aligned with ArtitBof the United Nations
Convention on the Rights of the Child, it providedear and practical framework
for translating childrer@ right to participation into everyday pedagogical practice

The case studies are shared as documented by participating preschools. Gildren
words, images, and creative expressions are reproduced in their original form, with
consent, and without editorial interpretation or comparison.

This year also markshastoric first. In SeptembeR025 childrer@ aspirations and
wishes emerging from the project were presented during lthated Nations
meeting on childre® right to preschool educationensuring that young childre
perspectives were included directly in global policy dialogue.

This volume marks only the beginning of an evolving international journey. The next
phases of the/oices of Children Pedagdgwill build on this foundation

strengthening practice across diverse contexts, embracing new possibilities, including
the responsible integration of Al, and deepening the role of families as active
partners in childre@ learning.

Dr. EiriniGkouskou

Bright Start Foundation Board
Associate Professor, IQEJCL
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Project Announcement and Consent Signing

When we introduced the Voices of Children project, it piqued the children's curiosity about their
involvement. Their responses to the muse@rgallery display were marked by a sense of wonder.
Given their young age, it took time for them to fully comprehend the concept of Voices of Children.
To facilitate their understanding, we incorporated rgilayingactivities and circléime discussions as
key instructional strategies

The announcement that their artwork would be showcased internationally generated significant
excitementamong the students. To enhance their understandantarge map wasitilised to
illustrate the geographical locations of India and the UK, allowing themvisualisethe journey of
their work and its final destination

During the consensigning process, children demonstrated enthusiasm
and eagerness to participate. Given their developmental stage and
limited understanding of written consent, the process was facilitated
through handprints, making it both accessible and engaging. Many
children expressed their enjoyment of painting, and their ideas for
future projects reflected diverse and vivid themes, including nature,
animals, and space, with a strong preference for using paints.

Observationsndicated that the children took great pride in their work
and exhibiteda strong senseof collaboration Notably, those who were
initially reservedbecameactively engagedafter listeningto their peerQ
ideas The announcementprocessnot only served as a catalyst for
artistic inspiration but also fostered a senseof creativity, pride, and
global connectionamongthe youngparticipants
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The launch of the Voicesof Gallery at Healthy
Planet TGAEarlyYearscommencedwith a formal
ribbon-cutting ceremony, marking the official
unveilingof the exhibition Followingthis, children
enthusiasticallyexplored the VOC wall, where The Voices of our Children
their artwork wasprominentlydisplayed 158

The exhibition carried a significant message,
emphasising that their creative expressions
would extend beyond the classroom The
displayhighlightedthat their artwork would also
be showcasedat the UCL Gallery, offering a

global audience the opportunity to view and
appreciate their work. This initiative not only
fostered a senseof pride and accomplishment
among the children but also reinforced the

value of artistic expressionas a medium for

global connectionand recognition

Voices of Children Portfolios and Labs

The setup of the Voicesof Children Museum and Art Cornerin the classroomwas a collaborative
process,with children actively participating and demonstratingenthusiasmand engagement They
workedtogetherto organisethe space selectingand utilisinga variety of creativeresourcesjncluding
crayons,paper cut-outs, glue, watercolours chalk, PlayDoh, and collage materials, with particular
preferencefor handson, tactile activities

Beyondfostering creativity, the processencouragedresponsibilityand teamwork, as children took
turns, shared materials, and collaborated effectively Their excitementwas evident through verbal
expressionsuchas,d want to usecrayonsé andd want to paint with watercolourdé Thisstrongsense
of ownership and participation highlighted the children@ deep engagementin the museumsetup,
reinforcingtheir connectionto the projectandtheir artisticexpression

The process not only fostered creativity but also instilled a sense of responsibility and teamwork, a:
children took initiative in establishing their own rules, taking turns, and sharing materials effectively
Their ability to collaborate and seakgulate highlighted their engagement and ownership of the
creative space.

To further enhance their artistic experiences, the incorporation of natural resources and the periodi
rotation of materials could help sustain their interest and encourage continued exploration. Group
projects could provide additional opportunities for collaboration and idbaring, fostering deeper

peer engagement. Additionally, ensuring an adequate supply of tieghand resources, such as paint
palettes, would help maintain enthusiasm and seamless participation.

Overall, the children demonstratezkceptional creativity, teamwork, and a strong sense of
ownership, laying a solid foundation for their artistic growth and collaborative skills.

The Voices of Children Wall is refreshed every martreating an evolving space that showcases
children's creativity and seixpression. Each month, new themes and a variety of art materials are
introduced, allowing children to explore different textures, technigues, and mediums. From paints a
pastels to Playpoh and natural materials, every display becomes a unique representation of their
artistic growth.
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This continuoustransformation keepsthe wall engagingand dynamic, fostering a strong sense of
pride andexcitementamongthe children Theyeagerlyidentify their artwork, pointing it out to their
parentsand friends, proudly saying,dThisis mine!¢ and d madeit! € Thisvisiblerecognitionof their
work enhancestheir confidence and motivation, encouragingthem to continue exploring and
expressinghemselvescreatively

Childrer@ Voices Circles

Jhe Voices of Children Circle Time has been an engaging and creative experience for the children
They eagerly participated, expressing their thoughts through drawing, writing, and verbal
communication. Some children consistently explored similar thenwse child, for instance,
repeatedly depicted their family using playdough, paint, and collage, showing a deep emotional
connection.

Nonverbal or reserved children gradually began expressihgir thoughts visually, bringing their
ideas to life on paper. Over timéhose who once made only marks have started drawing

recognisableshapes and figures, which has been a remarkable transformation to witness

These sessions have significantly boosted tbenfidence, communication, and empathyVhile
quieter children continue to be encouraged to participate more actively, it is incredible to see
how much they now have to share about their artwork

During the Voices of Children Permanent Exhibitions and

actively engaging with their pedisreations. Their curiosity &gy
was evident in the thoughtful questions they asked and the *:
discussions they initiated, leading to shared ideas and
collaborative learning.

While a few children showed limited interest, most were
deeply involved, taking ownership of their work and

expressing excitement at seeing it displayed. The entire
process fostered creativity, collaboration, and a strong sens¢. = »
of pride in their artistic journey.
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1stVoices of Children International Gallery Launch at Healthy Planet TGA Early Years School, Wi
Town

The first Voicesof Children exhibition was a celebrationof seltexpressionand creativity, with
children taking the lead in welcoming parentsand sharingtheir artwork in their own words. The
eventopenedwith aribbon-cutting ceremony,followed by familiesexploringthe gallerytogethet

The exhibition featured children's artwork displayedat the UCLGalleryalongside contributions
from sevenother countries as well as 2D and 3D creationsmade at school A short video of
children describingtheir work addeda personaltouch. Toextendthis celebration,the Artathonat
Skyfieldbrought parents and children together in a collaborativeart experience,fostering unity,
creativity,andsharedexpression

Fostering OperEnded Thinking and Chided Learning Through IEYC and Voices of Children

The IEYCCurriculum provides a broad and flexible framework that encouragesopenended
thinking, seamlesslyntegratingwith the Voicesof Children(VOC)approach By fosteringinquiry,
exploration,and selfexpressionthe curriculumallowschildrento engagedeeplywith their ideas
andinterests,supportinga child-led learningjourney. Thisapproachalignscloselywith our Healthy
Planet Way, which prioritises learning circles, learning gardens,and learning conversationsas
essentialcomponentsof the daily routine. Theseexperiencesreate meaningfulopportunitiesfor
childrento explorenature,articulatetheir thoughts,andengagein reflectivediscussionsnurturing
both confidenceandcreativity Teacherplaya crucialrole in facilitatingthis processpeingtrained
to keenlyobserve,document,andrespondto children'sevolvingideas,ensuringthat eachchild@
voiceis acknowledgeandvaluedwithin the learningenvironment

Intergenerational Learning

WrtathonCduring the Voices of Children Exhibition Launch brought parents and children together
to create largescale artwork. This shared experience encouraged creativity, teamwork, and self
expressionParents became active participants in their children's artistic journashile children
gained confidence in sharing their ideas. More than just making art, the event strengthened
connections between generations, celebrating creativity and imagination together.
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Intergenerationallearning has played a significantrole in
bringing familiestogether, fosteringa senseof connection
and shared engagementin childrerQ learning We take
pride in creating an environment where families actively
participate, celebrate their children's growth, and
contribute to their creative journey A key initiative has
been encouragingfamilies to set up a Voicesof Children
(VOC)Corner at home, providing a dedicated spacefor
artistic expression As a result, we have begun receiving
artwork created collaboratively by children, parents, and
even grandparents This has further strengthened the
bridgebetweenhome and school,reinforcingthe ideathat
learningis a continuous, shared experiencethat extends
beyondthe classroom

Community Library

Our Community Library extends the Voicesof Childreninitiative
beyond the school, creating a space for families, siblings, and
cousinsto engagewith children's artwork. By makingthe library
accessible,we have seen meaningful conversationsemerge as
childrenrevisit their drawingswith pride. Familiesconnectthrough
storytelling and discussionsfostering a deeper appreciation for
creativity This openness has also inspired more children to
participate,seeingtheir work valuedin a sharedspace Thelibrary
has also become a dynamic hub where artistic expressionand
learning continue beyond the classroom, reaching the wider
community

UpdatedMay 2025
TheVoicesof ChildrenClassroontConference

sessionsaw enthusiasticparticipation from the children,who were VISIb|y 1 Vi
excitedto explorethe virtual gallerywhere their work would be displayed .
Sincethis was the beginningof a new academicsession,some children e
were already familiar with the concept of VoG while others needed a
reintroductionto understandit fully.

The idea that their artwork would be displayed in an international
exhibition sparked joy and curiosity in many.

However, not all reactions were the same. A few children expressed a strong emotional connectio
their artwork and were reluctant to choose from the virtual art gallery. One child, in particular, bece
upset and saidjPlease do not send me to Londoifhis led to a gentle classroom conversation clarify
that only a photograph of the artwork would be sent, not the children themselves. Another child as
cHow will our work go to Londogdrompting an explanation of the process of photographing their
work and sending it via email.
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As children moved toward selecting their artefacts, they engaged m\ s .'W M.
eagerly with them. Some were keen to submit all their artwarl
guestioned why only one piece could be sent and not ahis led to
reflective conversations about choice and representation. The
conference overall was an interactive and meaningful experience,

express their feelings, curiosity, and pride in their work.

The Voices of Children CreBerder Zoom Meeting

The Cros®order VOC Meetingvas an interactive virtual exchange
between a schooal in the United Arab Emirates and Healthy Planet
Schools. This initiative aimed to provide children with an internation
platform to share their creative expressions, cultural experiences a
build crosscultural friendships.

To prepare for the meeting, intelassroom online sessions were -
conducted to introduce children to the concept of video meetings arfss=g £
help them feel comfortable with the format. These practice sessions
not only eased their initial hesitation but also sparked excitement. 3
Children were thrilled to connect with their peers from other classes S
over a Zoom video call, adding to their enthusiasm for the main event.

During the CrosBorder Meeting, students from both schools
introduced themselves, shared their artwork, and discussed ho
they created it. Some children displayed a high level of enthusi
while sharing, while others appeared shy, highlighting the varyi
comfort levels with public speaking. The platform also allowed
students to observe and appreciate the creativity of their
international peers, leading to mutual admiration and positive
reinforcement.

Additionally, the children presented pictures and descriptioh&amous local dishes and
recommended muswisit places in their home countries.

The meeting provided a platform for children to enhance their confidence and social skills.
Introducing themselves and sharing their artwork boosted-seiffidencewith some initially shy
children feeling motivated to share after watching their peerghis highlighted the positive impact
of peer influence in building confidence.

The cultural exchange was equally meaningful, as students shared local dishes and recommende
famous places in India. This allowd@m to appreciate the artistic expressions and cultural
backgrounds of their peers, fostering curiosity and global awareness.

However, the session also revealed varying comfort lewghile some were eager to share, others
were more reservedrlhis suggested the need for mohow and Tellsessions in classrooms to
build verbal confidence gradually

10
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On Dayl, it was observed that the onleour duration of the
session was quite long for the young participants, making it
challenging for them to remain focused and engaged ,
throughout. A shorter session format would have likely bee

more suitable for their age group.

Taking this feedback into account, the session onD@gs
adjusted to be shorter, which proved to be a positive changj
While this improvement did help maintain attention for a
longer period, some children still found it difficult to sit
patiently beyondl5 minutes. This highlighted the need for
further exploration into strategies that could make the
sessions more captivating and interactive, ensuring sustain
engagement for young learners in future meetings.

Overall, the CrosBorder VOC Meeting was a valuable learning
experience, promoting confidence, cultural appreciation, and
global connections.

The Voices of ChildrenManifestos for Change

-

Manifestos for Change revealed a wide range of :
responses from childrepranging from thoughtful and | Dear teaes. L)
empathetic appeals to imaginative and playful wishes] kiske e e auw mone.
Older children expressed both social concerns and ‘[:,.,": :..,”:..‘,,,‘m =
personal hopes. One message séit¥hoever needs GL s
clothes and money, give it to thehshowing a strong [ vk gt s
sense of care for others. Another child wisheddar wwﬁ
swimming pool and a bouncy casilegflecting the joy P
and dreams of childhood. Some messages asked _
leaders toémake a school for children who cannot go
to schoot and todgive poor people fooglshowing jhe bt \ _—
early signs of empathy and fairness

Dear Leaders \ %

L# \While some children clearly shared their thoughts,

_@ others, beingyounger,may not havefully understood

Please make a schnl for o the concept Yet,they participatedwith excitementby

W ‘gﬁ adding their fingerprints and contributing to the
=03 artwork. Even if they couldn® express messages

W anew cax
IR TR

s

themselves they listened closelyto what their peers
had to say, showingthat the spirit of the activity
reachedeverychildin its own way.

11
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Virtual GalleryScreening

The launch ofhe virtual gallery sparked great
excitement among the childrenWhen shown

the gallery, they eagerly responded with guesses
such agArt Gallery Londoa, Mdseum Londos,
anddPaintings; demonstrating their growing
awareness of these spaces. What stood out was
their ability to recognisetheir own artwork;

many recalled exactly what they had created
and proudly described it. They waited with
anticipation for their painting to appear on
screen.

Children were especiallyfascinated by the virtual interface, observing how the gallery allowed
movementfrom one paintingto another and from room to room. Theyexpressedpride and joy in
seeingtheir artwork displayedn sucha setting

There was also a strong senseof curiosity and appreciation for the work of children from other
countries Theypointedto specificpaintings,askedtheir teacherto zoomin, and commentedon the
coloursand materials used Thisinteraction not only validated their own creative efforts but also
openedawindowto globalartisticexpressiorandconnection

Conclusion

The journey of Voicesof Childrenhas been a deeply enrichingand transformative experiencefor

both educatorsand children. What beganasa project to honour children'svoiceshasevolvedinto a

vibrant tapestry of expression, collaboration, and meaningful engagement across classrooms,
homes,and borders

Throughmuseumsetups, creative labs, community libraries, and international exchangeschildren
havenot only developedartistic and communicativeskills but have also discoveredthe power of
their own voices Their evolving confidence,empathy, and senseof agencyhave been visible in
every interaction from their manifestosfor changeto the joy of seeingtheir work displayedin a
globalgallery

The pedagogy@ emphasison co-construction, reflection, and authentic expressionhasempowered
educators to become facilitators of curiosity and compassion It has also fostered a stronger
connectionwith families, reinforcingthat learningis not confinedto schoolwalls but thrives in the
everydaymomentssharedbetweengenerations

As we look ahead,we remain committed to deepeningthis journey, continuingto create spaces
where every child feels seen, heard, and valued The Voicesof Childrenpedagogyis not just a
practice, but a promise to listen deeply, respond thoughtfully, and celebrate the wonder of
childhoodin all its forms.

12
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Project Announcement and Consent Signing

A TheVoices of Childremroject captivated students, sparking excitement. They joyfully
signed consent, envisioning their artwork travelling globally, inspired tneativity, and
started to develop @ense of global connection.

Voices of Children Portfolios and Labs

A Childrenenthusiastically cecreated Mobile Labsfosteringcreativity, teamwork, and
ownership. They chose materials, set rules, and collaborated, building a strong
foundation for their artistic journey, despite minor sharing challenges.

Childre@ Voices Circles

A Voices of Children Circle Tinflesteredexcitement, creativity andcollaboration
Children shared artwork, buildirgpnfidenceandempathy. The Exhibitions reflected
their engagement and ownership, enhancing their artistic journey.

1st Voices of Children International Gallery at UCL East in London

A Young learners joyfullgurated artworkfor the 1st Voices of Children International
Galleryin London (Novembe2024). This exhibition celebrated themagination,
collaboration, and the global power of their voices, fostermappinessand a sense of
ownership.

Growth Mindset and the Caonstruction of Ideas

A Embracinghildren's voicesransformed teaching, fosteringclusive, engaging learning
This empowered young learners, enhanaognmunicationand creating childocused
environments.

The Continuum

A TheVoices of Childremroject continues into primary years, fostering collaboration and
co-learning Educators will empowethildren's voicesvaluing every child's perspective in
shapingdiscussionsandcreativity.

14
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Voicesof ChildrenPedagogy A view of the class

Listening to children's voices builds their selfesteem,
independence and communication skills, nurturing an
inclusive environment Educatorsnow employ student-
centredlearning valuingeverychild'sperspective

Autonomy and DecisiofMaking

TheVoices of Childremroject empowered young minds,
fosteringcreativity, environmental awarenessand 4
confidence Children curated their gallery, and celebrating : — = — e
global connections sharing and selecting their work — i : :

reinforcinginternational-mindedness

The Environment

Mobile labstransformed thelearning environment
stimulatingcreativity andcollaborative artwork Children
enthusiastically engaged in handa activities, promoting
deeper learning .

Parents as Partners

Parents became keen partners in theices of Children
project, sparked by the gallery and monthly updates.

Celebrating as a Group

We anticipate more globaloices of Children
collaborations, fostering understanding and connection
among students.

Professional Development - Voicesof Children Leader§2Forum during the Annual Bright Start
International Conference

The Voices of Children conference greatly impacted us, especiallysessionson intergenerational
learningandproject-basedlearning We'll now exploreAl for personalisedearningat HealthyPlanet,
Ghaziabad

FromMay 2025onwards

New Gradel teachers were introduced to thgoices of Childremroject by their Early Years
colleagues.

Kindergarten
The Voices of Children Conferences/Cross Border Interactions

Voices of Children Conferencesable global art sharing. Children select work, express messages, :
discuss creations with international peers, fosterangativity andcrosscultural connection

Conclusion:

This valuable experience boosted childresrsativity, public speaking confidencendglobal
connectionthrough art. 15
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Gradel

Voicesof Children

Introduction

Sixstudentsuseddrawingsto expressoles,interests,andemotions,connectingglobally
Participantsand Methodology

Sixstudents(5-7) drew householdroles, interests, and emotions, sharingthese with international peers
to foster crosscultural understanding

Findings

Students'artwork depicted household contributions, personalinterests, and emotions, fosteringcross
cultural understandingthrough sharinganddiscussiorof their creations,materials,andtechniques

Conclusion

The Voicesof Children initiative empowers students, using art for self-expressionand crosscultural
communication boostingtheir confidenceandglobal connections

Voicesof Childreninternational Project
Fromthe Classroonto the World: HostingConferencesind CrossBorder Connections

Our Kindergartenand Grade 1 classroomsthrough child-led conferencesand crossborder interactions,
empoweredyounglearnersto expressheir identities andbuild global connectionsvia art andadvocacy

Purposeand Objectives

Theseevents provided platforms for children to share art and emotions, encouragingreflection and
fosteringintercultural friendships Theyreinforcedthat youngvoicesdrive meaningfulchangeand global
appreciation

1. Preparing for the Voices of Children Conference

In the leadup to the classroom event, children were prepared
through structured reflection and hands involvement:

Exploring the Global Gallery
Children excitedly revisited the prior year's Voices of Children Vi
Gallery, sparking excitement and recognition of international pee

artwork: >

dThey drew flowers like | did!
dTheir houses look different from owg's!

Children embraced their global creative communitgalisingart and messages transcend borders,
deepening their cultural awareness and appreciation.

16
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Setting the Stage A ceremonial date transformed the classroom
into agallery, displaying student artwork and portfolios for review.

Explaining the PurposeStudents selected artwork for théoices
of Children International Gallerysharing their voice globally.

Encouraging ReflectionPrompts helped students deeply reflect
on theirart's messagend desired impact.

2. Hostingthe ClassroontConference

Group Introduction- A circle discussion affirmed children's voices; seeing the online gallery motivate
thoughtful art choices.

Presenting and Selecting ArStudents confidently chose and presengetivork from their portfolios
for the global gallery

GThis shows my family helping each otéer.
GThis one has brigltoloursbecause | felt happy.

Creating Personal MessageStudents wrote messages reflecting their art or hopes, addimgtional
depth andintention.

Documentation and SignaturesChildren signed their art; teachgohotographedandcatalogued
global gallery submissions.

3. Preparing for the CrosBorder Zoom Interaction

After the conference, children were prepared for a live international
session where they would meet and interact with peers from a
different country.

Building Context -
Using globes and discussion, children located the country of their §§ |§
Zoom partners and talked about what they knew and hoped to learg

about that place. E,

ConfidenceBuilding
Students practiced introducing themselves and speaking clearly ab
their artwork and interests. .

Art & Message Preparation
Children revisited their chosen artworks and rehearsed how to explain
them using prompts such as:

oWhat story does this tel§?
owWhat do you want your friend to learn from your drawiag?

17
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4. During the Zoom Interaction

Warm Introductions
Educators from both countries welcomed students and encouraged children to greet each other
with smiles and simple words. Icebreakers helped ease nerves and build rapport.

Art Sharing & Cultural Exchange

Students presented details of their artwork with confidence and listened attentively as their peers
shared theirs. Educators highlighted unique aspects of their country, from traditional foods to
local landmarks.

Dialogue & Reflection
Guided questions helped spark thoughtful interaction:

OWhatQ something new you learned toddy?
oHow is their school different from ougs?
AWhat would you like to show them if they came hére?

Friendship & Keepsake Moments
A group screenshot was taken to remember the session. As a fojpstudents created
postcards or drawings for their new international friends.

5. Reflections and Lasting Impact

These experiencesviewing global galleries, presenting art, and speaking across borders left a
deep impression on our young learners. They helped children:

Recognis¢éhemselves as global citizens, connected by creativity and shared values.
A Value their identity and express confidence in their ideas.
A Strengthen communication skills and develop empathy through dialogue.

A Understand the power of their voice, knowing it can reach hearts and minds far beyond the
classroom.

Signing the Voices of Children Manifesto for Change
Introduction

The Voices of Children Manifesto for Changmpowered Kindergarten and Gradéearners to
express their rights, hopes, and thoughts through art and dialogue. This initiative amplified the
voices of young people for global change.

Participants & Methodology

Children from Gradé&, aged5 to 7, participated in the session. The activity was divided into two
parts:

18
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Art for Change

Children created individual art tiles usioglour, shapes, symbols, and words to represent their rights,
dreams, and messages. These tiles were then combined into a largesynntadlisingcollective

action. Each child signed his/her tile to show ownership and solidarity.

Reflection for Change
In small group discussions and circle time, educators guided children through reflection questions.
Their responses were recorded in their own words

Young Minds, Big Ideas

As part of thevoices of Children Manifesto for Changgoung learners reflected on preschool,
sharing honest thoughts abouthat school means to themTheir heartfelt responses captured
learning and dreams for a valued future.

What new things do you do and learn now that you are at our preschoc!?

d am learning about shapes, understanding different feelings, and expl 9 G
plants, fruits, and vegetablés.

d have already learmed several skills, and | am currently leaming others
well£

2. How do you feel our preschool helps you become a big kid? e

d learn to talk with others, dance, and draw. Taking part in annual 0u Could B0 Ihe b of wl
productions helps me grow. We also play, enjoy stories, and get help w g "
learninge ARl

3. If you could invite all the children in the world to preschool, what wot
you tell them about it? /l

My school is a wonderful place. We have lots of books to read and e’nj\j J
oMy school is green and full of trees@l& place where you learn to work,
talk, and express yoursélf.

4. What would you say to a friend who has never been to preschool? What should they know?

oMy school is great! The classrooms and teachers are wonderful. The buildingsswetlired, and
we have comfortable furniture. There are smart boards in the rooms, and number lines are even
marked on the floors.

5. Do you think every child should have a chance to come to preschool? Why?

aYes, everyone should get a chance to attend preschool because every child deserves the opportt
to shine¢

6. If you could be the boss of all the schools in the world, what would you do for kids who want to
come to preschool?

df  was the boss of the schools, we would keep our bags in cubbies so that no books need to be
taken homet
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7. What do you want to see more of in our
preschool?

oMore storybooks and clay. W
d want a garden to plant flowess. Ty

The Art Mural & Manifesto Signing

Gradel's mural symbolized unity and hope, featuring
dreams and rights. Kindergarteners' "Ocean g,

m\' X & ey

Treasures" art advocated for education, nature, and v S 2 /%

L0450

national care.

Impact & Conclusion

The Voices of Children Manifesto empowered students to express thoughts, build leadership in glc
dialogue, learn civic values, and collaborate creatively. It fostered reflection, connection, and
amplified their voices globally.

Teacher Reflections and Case Study Documentation

Following the Voices of Children International Project, teachers created case studies documenting
each child's emotional, social, and cognitive growth. These highlighted art as expression, voice an
reflection, confidence and participation, and individual messages for the world, showcasing young
learners as global citizens.

Reflections from the Educators

Educatorl.:

d saw children transform during this project. Some who rarely spoke in class were the first to raise
their hands to share their drawings and ideas. They felt proud of beingtheatcorrected, not

testedr but simply listened to. That sense of value is something every child deserves to feel.

Educator2:

GThe crosborder Zoom interaction was eygpening not just for the children, but for us teachers
too. Watching siyearolds ask questions likBo you have trees like ou¥t What games do you
play in your schoof?eminded me that curiosity and empathy are deeply human traits, even in the
youngest learners.

Educator3:

owhen the children signed their artwork and shared their messages for the manifesto, they
understood that their words would be seen by people beyond the classroom. It gave them a new s
of agency. They began to see themselves not just as learners, but as leaders®f ideas.

20
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Educator4:

GThis project bridged many gaps. Children with different communication abilities all found a
space in this program. Some expressed throcglburs others through stories, and some
through just a few powerful words. It reminded me that every child has something toasal/
every voice matters.

Looking Ahead

These teacher reflections and documented case studies are not just redbrlsare tools to
inspire future learning. They have been compiled for:

Submission to th@&right Start Foundatiorand theUN Committee on the Rights of the Child
Showcasing in school exhibitions and global citizenship programs.
Sharing with families to highlight child@mlevelopment and engagement.

By taking time to reflect and write, teachers have added depth and continuity to a powerful,
child-led movement one that connects art, voice, learning, and hopes.

Conclusion: A Journey of Voice, Vision, and Global Connection

TheVoices of Children International Projettansformed young learners intglobal citizens
Throughart, conferences, and advocagciindergartenand Gradel students demonstrated
profoundgrowth, confidence and the power of their voices to inspire global change. This is
just the beginning.
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Reasons for joining the Voices of Children Project

Our School follows the International Early Years Curriculum (IEYC),-eeci@ced approach that
values curiosity, agency, and inquiry. It encourages children to ask questions, explore their interes
and engage in meaningful, handa experiences that deepen their understanding of the world
around them. As educators, we see our main role as nurturing independence, resilience, and a lo
of learning, while also observing each c@ilorogress and adapting activities to their individual
needs.

When we learned about the Voices of Children Project, we were eager to join, as it offers childrel
the opportunity to share their perspectives, appreciate diversity, and engage with global issues. It
aim to empower children as agents of sustainable change aligns perfectly with our mission and
vision as a School.

Project Announcement and Consent Signing

A preintervention survey conducted among OLM &ehool parents highlighted both strengths and
opportunities. While parents recognized the developmental benefits of creative arts, many were
unfamiliar with the concept of child advocacy. This presented an opportunity to raise awareness
about the importance of amplifying childr@&wvoices in both educational and social contexts.

The introduction of the Voices of Children project at OLM3uigool was met with enthusiasm. The
announcement and signing of consent forms marked the beginning of an inspiring journey for the
children, teachers, and families.

The children were excited and curious when the project was introdtiddnir eyes lit up as they
brainstormed ideasasked questions, and celebrated the chance to share their artwork globally.”
For many, this was their first exposure to the concept of a virtual art gallery. Personal reflections
such asil liked seeing the paintings of the children from Japamd My artwork will be shown at

an exhibition here in our ci§expressed both pride and excitement for local and global
participation. Despite some initial confusion over logistité/ill we fly to Europe?” their
enthusiasm grew as the project was explained, creating an atmosphere filled with creativity and
anticipation.
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Thechildrer@ questionsreflectedtheir eagernes$o understandand contribute to the project,
whichfocusedon three mainthemes

O«

Art Creation Questionsabout materials,creative processesand the types of artwork they
couldcreate(e.g., drawings clay,andlocallandmarks)

O«

GlobalParticipation Curiosityabout the involvementof other countries,whether they could
travel to seetheir art, andthe globalreachof their creations

O«

Understandinghe Concept Inquiriesabout the virtual gallery,logisticsfor displayingtheir
art, andwhether exhibitionswould alsobe heldlocally

Theseqguestionshighlightedthe children@excitementandaspirations jncludingtheir desireto
makebeautifulart for othersto seeanddreamsof becomingfamousfor their creations

Ofthe 106 children,95 demonstratedhigh levelsof engage mentparticipatingenthusiastically
The remaining 11 children showed moderate engagement, with occasionaldistractions,
suggesting needfor moretailored activitiesto maintaintheir interest.

—

Thesigningof consentforms was a significantmilestone for the
children. Ofthe 106 participants,78childreneagerlysigned fully S
understandingthe importanceof the project, while 28 children 4
needed further explanationto ensure they felt included and
comfortable This processhelped foster a senseof pride and
importance,markingtheir formal entry into the project.

The childre@ excitement was also reflected in the ideas they shared for their artwork, including:
Depictions of their surroundings in Rio de Janeiro, such as trees, animals, and local landmarks;
Playful and imaginative ideas, such as drawings of ice cream, chocolate, and colorful creations.

The introduction of the virtual museum further fueled their motivation, inspiring the children to
express themselves creatively and connect with a global audience. This initial announcement an
consent signing created a collaborative, commuiiityused atmosphere, with the children eagerly
sharing ideas and supporting one another.
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Voicesof ChildrenPortfoliosand Labs

TheVoicesof ChildrenLabwassetup collaborativelyin classrooms,
involvingboth teachersand children Thechildrenwere thrilled to
help establishthe lab and frequently visited it throughout the day.
Theyactively contributed to creatingthe art lab rules, with their
first suggestiorbeing,"We needto berespectful"

The lab spacewas designedto be colorful, creativity-driven, and
equipped with accessible materials like paints, markers,
watercolors, crayonsand other art supplies It quickly becamea
centralhub for creativity, with childrenvisitingmultiple times a day
to experimentandcreate

One favorite activity among the youngest children was finger
painting, and they became excited whenever given the chance to
try something new. Older children offeresluggestions on keeping
the area organized. For example, Miguel emphasized the
importance of sharing materials fairly to ensure no one felt
excluded, while Amir suggested cleaning brushes and workspacHq
after use to keep the space tidy. Bernardo emphasized that
everyone should have the opportunity to experiment without
disturbing others, and Helena suggested respecting ofders
artwork, especially if someo@project was still in progress.

The children naturally gravitated toward collaboration, helping eag
other with their projectsNotable interactions included Oliver
sharing popsicle sticks with Benigiavho needed more for his
construction. Miguel and Leonardo worked together with recycled™
materials, with Miguel asking for help cutting leaves, and Leonarg
offering advice on placing them in their robot creations

While the children were highly engaged in the lab, challenges aro
when they encountered motor skills they had not yet mastered for
certain art forms. In these instances, we guided them through theg
learning process. Overall, the children gave positive feedback,
describingthe Voices of Children Lab as "special and cool" and
wishing they could spend the entire day ther&hey were excited
to know that people from around the world would see their
drawings and paintings in the virtual gallery.
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The Voices of Children Labs have successfully fostered creativitv
collaboration, and engagemery involving children in setting
up and creating rules for the spacéhe labs have become
shared environments of ownership, agency, and prid@ositive
behaviors, high levels of participation, and feedback from the
children demonstrate the lal§#mpact as hubs for artistic
exploration. Moving forward, we will continue to expand
resources and refine routines to keep the labs dynamic and
inspiring

Childrer@VoiceCircle

Most childrenare fully engagedduringthe VoiceCirclesessionswhetherin the morningor at the end
of the day. Thisstructuredtime allowsthem to sharetheir ideas,reflect on experiencesandconnect
meaningfullywith their peers Onechild said "l like when we usethe talking ball becauseeveryone
listensto me," andanotherexpressed;Canwe havemoretime to talk about our drawings? haveso

muchto say!"

Toolslike the talking stick or ball create an engagingand dynamicenvironment As one educator
noted, "When we useour talking stick, the children pretend it is a microphone,creatinga fun 4alk
showQatmosphereas they discusstheir artwork." Thisapproachnot only encourageatrticipation
but alsohelpschildrendevelopa senseof ownershipandpride in their creations

To continue enriching the experience and ensuring inclusivity, we plan to incorporate visual promp
expand topics, and continue to schedule both morning and afternoon sessions.
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Exampleof Children'svoicesand choices
1. Nursery What comesfrom the heart Xgoesto the heart!

As a Catholic school, our mission is to foster individuals who contribute positively to their
communitiesandsociety We frequently organizecampaignghat encouragestudentsto take anactive
role in makinga difference

Onesuchinitiative, the WenerationalLovedCampaignwas launchedat the start of the schoolyear
with the goal of alleviating lonelinessamong the elderly in local nursing homes Middle school
studentswere beinginvited to write andsendlettersto the elderly Uponseeingthe campaigrposter,
we were inspiredto involveour PreSchoolersn someway. We wondered What if they could meet
the elderly and sharethe beautiful songsthey are learning?Couldthe children also create special
artwork to brightentheir day?We were convincedhat the little oneswould be excitedto participate
andthe resultsprovedwe were not wrong.

We organizeda virtual meetingthat allowedthe childrento connectwith the elderlyresidents,where
they introducedthemselvesand sanga few songs someof whichare belovedby multiple generations
in our country.

Followingthis, the children created beautiful artwork along with heartfelt messagesthoughtfully
consideringivhat mightbring joy to the elderly Ideaslike Yelly bean€and ¥ boat with a speciaoom
for grandmdwere amongtheir creativecontributions Needlesgo say,the elderswere overjoyedto
receive such heartwarming gifts. It was a simple yet deeply meaningful project, creating lasting
memoriesfor both generations

Now, the childrenare excitedto create more beautiful artwork to sharewith their own grandparents
and have expresseda desireto invite them to the Schoolas guestreaders Theycan hardly wait to
havegrandpaor grandma(or perhapsevenboth) tell a story to the whole class!
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1. SeniorKinder. What is essentialis invisibleto the eyeQ

Our SeniorKinderchildren were excitedto explore Whe Little Princeby Antoine de SaintExupéry
and discusssome of its key messagesTogether,the teachersand the children talked about the

importance of nurturing creativity, seeingthe world with wonder, caring for others with respect,
maintaining curiosity, and, aboveall, understandingthat the most important thingsin life are felt

with the heart, not just seenwith the eyes

As passionateplanetlovers, the childrenwere pleasedto learn that the Little Princecamefrom a
smallplanet, AsteroidB-325, whichhe took great care of. Theywere evenmore surprisedto discover
that he eventuallyleft hishometo exploresixother planets,includingEarth Alongthe way,he meta
variety of fascinatingcharacters both humanand animat who challengedhis views on life. The
Little Princesoontaught usa thought-provokinglesson childrenandadultsseethe world differently,
with childrenbeingmore capableof appreciatingthe beauty and valuein simple,important things
like flowers.

Inspiredby the story, our five and sixyearolds decidedto createtheir own planets,imaginingthat
the Little Princemight visit those and learn about what truly mattersin the world. Somechildren
thoughtfully incorporatedthe IEY(ersonallearninggoals,viewingthese asvaluablelessongor the
Prince Theresult was a seriesof unique planets,eachremindingus that beauty canbe found in a
singlecotton candycloud, happinessn watchingthe rain (especiallywhen heartsfall from the sky),
andwonderin gazingat the stars

w~

0 JuliaFerreira,6 yrs ‘Bveryonerespectsnature, and when it rains, itQ ice cream! ItQ always
cold, like agiantcandylandQ

0 BernardoSoares5 yrs. WovePlanetis a placewhere love neverends Treesgrow candy,the
rainismadeof hearts,andeveryoneis alwayskind andloving!Q

0 LiviaGélig 6 yrs Wly planetis calledBala Whenit rains, candyfalls from the sky Theseais
made of white chocolate,and the fish are blueberries Everyoneis respectful,and all animals
are treated kindly'Q

Our little artists were thrilled to seetheir artwork displayedin the permanentVoicesof Children
Gallery, and they are looking forward to leading gueststhrough the gallery to showcasetheir

work. 28
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1. Fromltaly to India: JuniorKinder@QUnique Adventuresin the Voicesof ChildrenProject

Aspart of the IEYGSoingPlacesunit, our two JuniorKindergroupsembarkedon an excitingjourney
aroundthe world. Thisunit encouragedcuriosity and exploration,allowing childrento discovernew
cultures,places andtraditions. While both groupssharedthe sameadventurousspirit, they choseto
follow uniquepathsto deepentheir learningexperiences

JuniorKinderA childrentook advantageof havingan Italian boy in their classand decidedto explore
Italy. Thisprovided a wonderful opportunity to learn firsthand about Italian culture, language,and
traditions. The children engagedwith authentic materials,set up their own Italian restaurantwhere
they serveddeliciousplaydoughpizzas and evenlearnedsimpleltalian phrasespringingtheir journey
to life in a personalandmeaningfulway:

Thisdrawingis me eatingpizzabecausd really like eatingpizz& - Gianlucab Yrs

aTheVaticanisthe Pope@homet - AntonioPedro,4 Yrs
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Meanwhile, Junior Kinder B children dove into the vibrant culture of India They explored Indian
landmarks,traditional foods, and customs, sparking excitement and curiosity about this rich and
diverse country. Throughstories, music, and creative activities, the children developeda deeper
appreciationfor India@heritage,fosteringempathyandglobalawarenessrom a youngage

oPeopleloveto dancein India. Theirclothesare very colorful€ - Mariana,5 Yrs

dThereare elephantsin Indianweddings Thisoneis at night, sopeopleare wearingscarves- Antonia,
5Yrs

dSomeflowersandabig beefrom Indiee - Celina4 Yrs

This project beautifully showcasedthe importance of childrer@ voice in their learning journey,
allowingthemto follow their own interestswhile exploringdiversecultures Throughtheir choicesthe
JuniorKinderchildrenactivelyengagedvith their environmentsin meaningfulways,fosteringcuriosity
and respect for global traditions. This handson, child-led approach not only deepened their
understanding of different cultures but also nurtured international mindednessin their early
years encouraglnga Ilfelong appreciationfor the worldQrich dlver5|ty

Voicesof ChildrenGalleries

Our children'screativity andideastook center stagein a vibrant celebrationof learning,showcased
both locallyin our SchoolAuditorium and globallyin a virtual exhibition. Theyjoined peersfrom
Australia, China,Japan,Singapore,Qatar, the UAE,and the UKin a shared spacethat honored
their unique perspectivesand artistic expressions

Familiesvere delightedto exploreaninspiringarrayof 2-D and3-D artifacts,thoughtfully presented
with accompanyingarrativesthat made the children@ thinking visible. The diversity of materials
usedr from paint and clay to recycled objects and textilest created visually stunning and
meaningfuldisplays
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Oneparent reflected:

GThe project makeschildren feel proud of what they do and encouragesthem to sharewith their
families Theyfeel respected,valued,and caredfor. It is just wonderful'€

The galleriesnot only filled the children with pride over their artwork but also brought immense
satisfactionto the teachers who supported and guided them throughout the creative journey:.
Witnessingthe childrer® ideas come to life and their confidenceflourish was a deeply rewarding
experiencdor everyoneinvolved

Oneparticularlydelightful moment wasdiscussingdeasfor the project Wly Rights,My VoiceQwith our

three-yearolds. It was astonishingto realize how much they already understand about what truly
matters, evenat sucha young age Helena,who recently welcomeda baby brother into her family,
expressedt simplyand powerfully. 6Everychild hasthe right to havea family anda brother like mineg
Meanwhile, Rafael,who had just turned four, madeit clearwith a heartfelt conviction, Everychild
shouldhavetoyst then they would neverfeel sadé

Thesemomentsremindushow essentialt isto listento childrer@voicesandhonortheir perspectives
Throughcreativity and conversationthey not only sharetheir dreamsbut alsoteach us about hope,
belonging,and the fundamentalrightsthat everychild deserves

Childrenwere especiallyenthusiasticas they navigatedthe virtual gallery They marveled at the
creativity of their peers around the world, asked thoughtful questions, and made personal
connections

oChildrenin Germanywere very imaginative! Theyusedall sorts of objectsand materialsto create

R e  —_

their projectsé
owWow! A Mexicangirl drew FridaKahlo We know this artist!€

oSaudiArabianchildrenhavea different languageandalphabetE
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Project:
My Place in the World:
Drawings from the Heart
of Childhood

"My dogs are very
important to me. | love
playing with Enzo, Thor,
and Tufdo, Enzo recently

became a little star, and |
miss him a lot."

Gabriela, 4.8yrs
Our Lady of Mercy, Rio de
Janeiro

Project:
My Rights, My Voice

"Every child has the right
to play."

Guillermo, 4. Tyrs
Our Lady of Mercy, Rio de Janeiro
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A Milestone Moment: Childrer@Manifesto for Changeand Certificates

The Manifesto marked a milestone moment where our children took an active role in shaping
messagedor change Throughcollaborationand open discussionthey exploredthe importance of
Pre-Schooleducationfor young children Theyreflected on what they enjoy, what they are learning,
andwhat they believeshouldhappensothat all childrencanaccesghe sameopportunities

The children were also informed of a powerful fact: ne&l¥bo of children worldwide are not enrolled
in any form of PrédPrimary education 175million children are missing out on P&ehool education.

Teachersencouragedthe children to think deeply and share their ideas dWe all need to help by
sendinga strongmessagdo the peoplewho makedecisionsfor our world £ they said dYouranswers
will be sharedwith the UnitedNationg a big organisationwhereworld leaderscometogetherto help
childrenandfamilieseverywheree

Great thoughts and inspiring ideas emerged Eventhe youngestvoices showed compassionand
creativity Asonefive-yearold put it:

df the schoolis distant, childrenshouldbe providedwith transportationé

Thismeaningfulmoment concludedwith teacherspresentingcertificatesto the childrert celebrating
their enthusiasm,thoughtful contributions, and active engagementhroughout the project. It wasa
joyful way to recognizetheir efforts andthe wonderful opportunity to amplify their voiceson suchan
important globalissue
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CrossBorder Interactions

Our SeniorKinderchildrenwere thrilled to learn they had beeninvited to connectwith peersfrom
RushbrookPrimaryAcademyin ManchesterExcitedby the opportunity, they beganthinking about the
kind of artwork they wantedto sharewith their new friends in the UK Theychoseone of their 2D
artworkspreviouslydisplayedn the Voicesof Childrengalleries andalsocreatednew postersdesigned
to introducetheir hometownandcountry:.

A draw a big football pitch becauseBrazilianchildrenlove football.€
A9 makethe Brazilianflagé
AWe mustrememberto talk aboutfood: pdodequeijoe acaié

During the interaction, the children introduced themselvesand eagerlyexplainedthe storiesbehind
their artworkst their inspirationsand the choicesof art supplies What delighted them most was
talking about their own country and learning about Englandaswell. It wasa wonderful opportunity
to cultivate international mindednessand curiosity The highlight of the conversationwas the free
exchangeat the end, when the children sharedwhich artworks they liked bestand what they would
want to seeif they ever visited their friendsCzountry.

Thisexperiencewas not only joyful but rich in educationalvalue. It supportedthe developmentof
global awarenessempathy, and communicationskills. Thechildrenwere especiallyproud to express
themselvesin Englishand to be understood by their international friends. Moments like these help
young learners see themselvesas part of a larger, interconnectedworld. They are alreadylooking
forward to new opportunities to connect with children around the globe, building friendships
through art, language and sharedcuriosity:.
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LookingAhead EmpoweringYoung\Voices

TheVoicesof Childrenproject hasbeena meaningfuljourneyin our PreSchool,giving young
learnersthe opportunity to expresstheir ideas, emotions, and perspectivesthrough art and
dialogue It provideda platform for childrento havetheir voicesgenuinelyheard and valuedt
fostering creativity, confidence,and a senseof belongingwithin a broader global community.

Throughout the project, children engaged in rich discussions, explored a wide range of materials,
and used artistic expression to make sense of their wohey developeduriosity,

imagination, and international mindednesas they shared their experiences and connected

with peers both within and beyond their own classrooms.

For educators, the project highlighted the importance of listening attentively to children's
thinkingand nurturing their sense of agencit also inspired a revaluation of our learning
environments, particularly the selection and use of art supplies and recyclable materials and
reinforced the value of documentation as a tool for making learning visible.

Next Steps:

As we continue the Voices of Children project into the next school year, we aim to strengthen
our approach by:

A Building individual portfolios from the very beginning of the year to better capture the
learning journey of each child;

A Involving children more systematically in curating their viodncouraging them to reflect on
their creations and actively select what they wish to showcase in the galleries;

A Further expanding opportunities for crossiltural connections and collaborative work,
deepening their understanding of themselves and others as global citizens.

A This ongoing work reaffirms our commitment to creating a learning environment where
childrerQ ideas and voices are respected, celebrated, and shared.
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Introduction

At Rushbrook, the perspectives and voices of children have consistently been central to our pract
The children demonstrate enthusiasm for engaging with continuous provision and readily share tt
ideas with peers and teachers during their activities. Parental engagement is also a key principle
our approach; we regularly invite parents into the classroom to interact with their children and to
contribute to their learning experiences. We anticipated that participating in this project would
further enrich the educational opportunities we provide. We were interested to see how the
project would improve our teachef®edagogy and the childr&involvement in the project and

their responses to it.

Project Initiation

Following the receipt of parental consent, the project was initiated, BB@children were invited to
participate. Parents and staff were immediately involved by being invited to support the collection
resources for oudart labs¢ The children expressed considerable excitement about contributing
materials to these spacedaking pride in informing their peers and teachers about the items they
had brought. They also assisted teachers in arranging and organising the materials within the art
labs.

Implementation in the classroom

While the Early Years classrooms already included areas for free artistic exploration, this initiative
represented a distinctive developmerahildren were able to influence the selection of materials,
resulting in a rich and stimulating environment for creative engagemeneachers in each class
facilitated circletime sessions to formally introduce the art labs. During these discussions, it was
explained that children could access the art lab freely, provided that they adhered to existing
classroom rules and expectations associated with continuous provision.

During the implementation process the International project encouraged us as a school to
strengthen our connections with our high school feeder school which is part of our multi academy
trust. During the 'Voices of Children' project we developed even stronger relationships with leadet
across the high school that enabled Early Years Reception children to visit and observe their higt
school students Art Gallery and their artefacts, including their photography room and participate il
organised Art workshop3he children were wowed and in awe at the artwork displayed around
the high school and children shared their views. This positively impacted children's current
aspirations and expectations and inspired them to be 'artists' themselves

Art Expression

Children were given the opportunity to produce artwork of their own choosing, drawing inspiration
from both the texts studied within the classroom and the thematic topics under instruction. To
further stimulate creative thinking, images of prominent artists were displayed in proximity to the ¢
lab as an additional source of inspiration. On a daily basis, children engaged in the production of
artworks using a range of media according to their individual preferences. They consistently
demonstrateda strong sense of pride in their creations and expressed enthusiasm in sharing theil
work with parents, teachers, and peers.

Children were invitedo create any piece of art of their choice Inspiration was drawn from the
books they were reading in class and the topics that were being taught. Pictures of artists were &
placed on display near the art lab for inspiration. Children created pieces of art each using which
media they preferred. They were always very proud of their pieces of work and loved sharing th
work with parents, teachers and friends. We made an art gallery around school and children wer
delighted to see their work on display. During parents evening we invited the parents to come in
and see their work. The parents were very impressed and loved hearing the children tell them all
about their work and what they had used to create their piece of work.
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Parental/family engagement

In order to celebrate and showcase these achievements, an art gallery was established within the
school, enabling pupils to view their work in a public forum. During pafewnening, families were
formally invited to view the exhibition. Parents expressed high levels of interest and appreciation,
frequently commenting on the quality of the child@mutput and engaging in conversations with
them about the materials, processes, and inspirations underpinning their work. Children were giv
homework tasks during the space topic to creabDaor3D rocket, we encouraged parents to
discuss the process with the childreRarents fed back that they enjoyed listening to their child

who explained what they were making and how they were going to make it.

Outcomesc General observations

At the outset of the projecteducators observed with some surprise that many pupils lacked the
skills and confidence to use the resources in the art lab independerfity example, some

children poured glitter directly onto paper and appeared puzzled when it failed to adhere. Througt
guided intervention educators recognised that this uncertainty stemmed from insufficient
opportunities for pupils to engage autonomously with a range of artistic materigist lessons

had typically been delivered through teacHed demonstrations at various points throughout the
term and year, but these sessions were not frequent or sustained enough to enable children to
consolidate and internalise their learning through independent practice. When given the
opportunity to freely access a wide range of materials to create both d@ad threedimensional
artwork, children expressed delight at the absence of restrictions on what they couldarse
produce Initially, their engagement was largely exploratory, often characterised by the enthusiasti
but unstructured use of resources such as glitter and collage materials without a clear artistic
intention. To support the development of purposeful creative expression, educators began initiatir
conversations with pupils, asking questions suctidhat are you going to makéThis prompted
children to reflect more deliberately on their artistic choices. As many pupils were initially unsure,
educators incorporated more structured discussions during circle time to encourage collective ide
generation and planning.

In the early stages, children rarely verbalised their artistic intentions or reflected on their work.
Educators therefore employed targeted questioning to scaffold language use and critical thinking,
using prompts such as:

dwWhat are you going to make or drasv?

OwWhat materials are you going to use and why?

oCan you tell me about your artwork? How does it make you feel?
They also helped children by given them sentence stems such as:
| have drawn/painted/created)a X

| have useX X.

It makes me feeX X.

Bright Start Foundation | Voices of Children Pedaffojg2025 38



Over time, educators observed a marked improvement in pufisiguage development

Children begairticulating their ideas with greater clarity, forming more complex sentences,
and engaging in meaningful discussions about their creative procesblesse advances

extended beyond the art lab, with pupils demonstrating enhanced communication skills across
other areas of learning. Theynowed increased ability to follow instructions, explain their
reasoning, and draw upon prior knowledge during lesson times, reflecting a broader impact on
their cognitive and linguistic development.

This enhanced communication skills really supported the children when they came to speak to
Rio de Janeiro. Children where able to describe their chosen piece of work to the children in
Brazil. At first they were a little bit shy but as soon as they received praise for their work they
loved sharing their artefacts and weeathusiaticto talk about it. All children shared their

work. SEND children continued to be given sentence stems to start them off. Educators were
surprised at how confident and talkative the children were.

Conclusion

Educators reported that thproject significantly enhanced the childréa speaking and listening
skills. At the outset, many children were unable to articulate their thoughts or describe their
creations. However, over timeand through consistent practice and the use of sentence

stemg their ability to communicate improved markedly. On reflectitme international art

project significantly enhanced children's communication and language skills by widening their
experiences, encouraging them to learn new vocabulary, describing their work and expressing
themselves creatively through artlt was evident througlpractitioner observations and
Wellcommcommunication and language assessments that the majority of children in one
particular class were able to explain their artistic choices by building their vocabulary and
verbal expressionAt least,76% of the children in a Reception class moved up one section and
in turn developed their vocabulary and understandinghe5 children that stayed the same
already had a significant delay in communication. However, still made small steps in progress
by using a wider range of vocabulary.
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WellcommData¢ RB Reception Class

Stayed the same 5

® Moved up one Section 17

In addition, practitioners were able to ask open ended questions to foster this development
and learn about a child's thoughts and feelings. This was particularly evithemnt

neurodiverse children would find it difficult to regulate their feelings or emotions and
children would find accessing the 'art lab’ therapeutic and calmif@yerall, practitioners

found that the art project positively impacted most of the children's behaviour and that it
promoted enabling a calm and stimulating environment.

Educators also observed that the children became increasingly independent in their creative
processes, generating their own ideas and taking greater ownership of their wdhe

project further supportedhe children® social and emotional developmenas they learned

to express how the images made them feel. Additionally, working within the art lab
environmentcontributed to their ability to selfregulate and manage emotions effectively

The international project encouraged practitioners to be more reflective and prompted
educators to note down and observe wow moments and reflect on the impact each step of the
project had on children's learning and development, whilst also encouraging them to evaluate
their own practice. For instance, one practitioner discudsed she felt the project

highlighted that teachers can over scaffold when it comes to creative art areas and having a
pre-planned desired outcome leaves little opportunity for children to develop critical

thinking or problemsolving skills and limits their creativity and independence.

Future Plans

All staff members intend to continue the project in the following academic year and hope to
extend participation to the wider school community. They believe that the children will continue
to advance their communication skills and that educators are now better equipped to nurture
this development.

Overall, staff consider the project to have beehighly positive experience for the children. In
addition to enhancing their speaking and listening abilities, it has fostered creativity,
independence, and emotional growth.
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Project Announcement and Agreement Signing

Announcement of the "Voices of the Classrooms" Project

When we announced the "Voices of the Classrooms" project, we used a PowerPoint
presentation to explain the idea to the children. The presentation included drawings by famous
artists along with their pictures. Then, we showed the children their own pictures while painting
together.

At the end, we gently said to them: "You are the little artists of Andalus! Are you happy?

Excitement and pride were evident on their faces as they saw their pictures alongside those of
famous artists.

Consent Forms:

The children felt a sense of responsibility and great confidence as we presented them with
an agreement that gave them the opportunity to express themselves through their
drawings.
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Artistic ldeas:

The most common themes in the children's drawings were expressions of their families, the
word "Hello", and some of their favorite places
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Most Drawings Reflected the Children's Attachment to Their Families

The majority of the drawings showcased the children's deep attachment to their families. This wa
evident through their use of hearts and flowers, as well as the way they depicted their parents
with larger proportions in their artwork.

Motivation and Interaction

We felt a great sense of appreciation and responsibility, and it was truly wonderful to experience
this journey with the children. We witnessed their engagement and creative motivation firsthand.
This experience provided a special opportunity to hear their inner voices and boost their self
confidence.

One of the most beautiful stages of introducing the idea to the children was their visit to the art
exhibition held at Andalus International Schools, in the presence of the visual artist Taghreed Al

Basri.

AN aL = k
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It was a wonderful experience, as the children were amazed by the displayed paintings and deep
influenced by the artist, which led them to ask many questions with enthusiasm and curiosity.

One of the Most Beautiful Drawings

One of the most remarkable drawings was created by a little girl who was not yet three years old.
She drew the exhibition she had visited and depicted herself standing beside the artist, adding
many beautiful details.
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Children's Voices Labs

Use of Space: A designated and decorated corner in the classroom.

With Children's Participation, Expressing Themselves Freely

Childrer& Role in Setting Rules: They actively participated and signed the rules with their
fingerprints.

Established Rules

We then agreed on the rules for the art corner in the classroom. We explained the importance
of maintaining their safety, using the tools properly, returning them to their place, and keeping
the area tidy after finishing their work in the art comer.

A Use materials carefully and return them to their place
A Respect and share with friends

A Keep the area clean

A Wait for your turn

A Ask for help when needed
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Participation and Engagement

Visit the area frequentlylf2 times a day)

Very enthusiastic and highly involved

Regularly cooperate, share materials, and exchange ideas
Follow the rules with occasional reminders

Observed Behaviors

Positive: Creativity, teamwork, sharing, and respect.

Challenges: Some needed teacher support to resolve conflicts and struggled with cleaning up.
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Children's Files:

Each child has a special file; they are reminded
several times a week to add their artwork.

Children's Feedback:

They are excited to see their artwork displayed, =
which makes them feel proud and inspired.

"l love drawing more than playing with toys."
Teachers' Reflections:

Seeing their work boosts confidence and encourages
creativity.

Teaching new atrtistic techniques can further enhance their
experience.

Permanent Exhibitions in the Classroom

Establishing permanent exhibitions in the classroom was a very special idea. It delighted the
children and gave them a sense of pride as their artworks were displayed permanently for
everyone to see. This encouraged them to visit the art corner regularly.
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VisitorAttendance and Confidence Building

The presence of visitors at the permanent exhibition and the chi@nearticipation in
answering questions about their artworks enhanced their-setifidence.They spoke
about their drawings with pride and assurance.

Teacher§Reflections Interaction with an audience gave the children courage to express
themselves.

Creativity with3D Art and Recycling

Our children excelled in using recycled materials to create wondeéfartworks. This
activity was enjoyable for them and instilled a spirit of teamwork and collaboration.

Teacher§Reflections:This activity reinforced the concept of teamwork and nurtured
creativity.
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Wishes Session and Voting

Another remarkable activity was the dialogue session with the children to hear their wishes.
They agreean a single wish through voting and everyone signedTiheir ideas were
sincere, beautiful, and reflected their needs and feelings.

Teachers§ReflectionsThe session highlighted the child@woices and dreams.
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Selecting Works for the Virtual Exhibition

The children selected their drawings for the virtual exhibition. They felt very happy knowing that
their works would be displayed globally, giving them a sense that their voices would be heard
worldwide.

Teachers§Reflections:Allowing children to participate in decisianaking strengthened their self
confidence.

Joy of Global Art Display

When the children saw all their drawings and comments displayed in the virtual exhiliteyn,
were filled with joy and pride knowing their achievements reached the world.

TeachersReflectionsThe experience gave the children a sense of global accomplishment.
Distribution of Certificates and Medals

At the end of the year, the children received certificates recognizing their continuous creativity
and we presented them with medals as a memorable reward that will accompany them for life,
creating an unforgettable experience.

TeachersReflections:Honoring the children created a strong motivational boost.

International Virtual Exhibition

It was wonderful at the end of the academic year to see our chil@morks in the virtual exhibition
alongside works from children around the world. This was a truly joyful experience that brought
great happiness to our children.

Teachers§Reflections This experience broadened the child&horizons and connected them to the
world.
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Looking Ahead: Next Phase and Key Milestone

Building on the foundations dfplementation Yeat (2025, the Evolving Voices of
Children Pedagogdy International Projectenters its next phase as an ongoing,
collaborative, and borderless initiativedeepening pedagogical practice, thoughtfully
leveraging Al, expanding global reach, and strengthening connections between
education, research, and policy.

Expanding Global Reach
Scaling implementation across new countries in partnership withEduy Childhood
Development Action Network (ECDAN).

ResearchPractice Partnerships

Strengthening collaboration between researchers and educators, with selected case
studies contributing to a planne2l026special publicationin the Journal of Early
Childhood Research

Voices of Children International Galleries
An annual global celebration each November, showcasing ch@dtesative expressions
across countries and continents

Voices of Children PedagotfyAwards of Excellence
Launching annual international awardsrecogniseandhonoureducator€exceptional
contributions.

2026Bright Start International Conference

The annual global platforfaringing educators, researchers, and policymakers togetteer
share practice, exchange insighied shape the next phase of the evolving Voices of
Children Pedagogy.
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Further Information

Further information about the project is available at:

Voices of Children Pedagdfinternational Project
https://voicesofchildren.brightstartfoundation.org/

Annual Bright Start International Conference
https://conferencebrightstartfoundation.org/

Bright Start Foundation
https://brightstartfoundation.orqg/

Published by the Bright Start Foundation
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