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~ Sometime back T reached the
al monmmmemm

ed 8 hours daily for readm y
gemanage to read the books 1
acquired over the years.

Formermdmgahooklsnotjust
-~ flipping through it but getting fully
, marking the passages
which have appealed to me and
making my comments and notes in
the margin which is the main rea-
~son why I hate to lend books to
 friends with feeble memories.
ux idea Qﬂemﬁe and retirement
is o “entertain the harmless day
with a well-chosen book” in a
shady secluded spot in Matheran,
India’s most charming hill station.
Unfortunately thanks to subse-
quent events these calculations
have gone haywire.
" As the situation had become
m: resolved not to buy any new
till I have read and digested
most of the books in my hbrs.ry
Therefore, conscious of
‘w_s admonition that the road to
1s paved with good intentions, I
lly resisted the powerful
urge to visit the Book Fair this year
which I believe was no great loss.
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Dr Romila Thapar’s introduction to History is from an interview publ in Frontline
magazine, August 1997

Prof M S Swaminathan wrote the introduction to Environment especially for this diary.

Girish Karnad's introduction to Performing Arts is from India’s Culture in Motion, published
by the Royal Tropical Institute, The Netherlands.

Prof Jayant V Narlikar's introduction to Science and Technology was published in the Times
of Indja, January 1999.

Vivan Sundaram’s introduction to Visual Arts is from ‘A Tradition of the Modern’ published
in the Journal of Arts and Ideas, March 1991.

Sashi Kumar's introduction to Media and Communications is from an article published in
Gentleman magazine, 1999,

Ashish Rajadhyaksha’s introduction to Cinema is from his introduction to the Encyclopaedia
of Indian Cinema published by Oxford University Press, 1999.

Ramanathan Krishnan wrote the introduction to Sport especially for this diary.

K Satchidanandan’s introduction to Literature is from his inaugural address at the annual
seminar of the Indian Scientific Translators’ Association, Delhi, 1998.

Prof Rajni Kothari wrote the introductic . Ma2ments especially for this diary.

Prof Amartya Sen’s introduction to Pcut s an® “ulicies is from a public lecture entitled On
an Assessment of the Millennium (1_

The introduction to Everyday Life was written especially for this diary by Sandhya Rao,
editor, Tulika Publishers.

Raghavendra Rao gave us the photographs from his personal portfolio and took some

especially for this diary.

We thank all our contributors for their time and their insights. Their support makes the diary
more special and we feel truly privileged. A special thank you to Raghavendra Rao who met
our impossible deadline with his wonderful photographs and a smile. J~ 1T Cw_’(__\_g
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At the close of the 10th century V] =
the idea of an empire covering many

kingdoms was well established. Peace @73—41 W/)H"f N {I?)UA?_"’\“L

was not really an ideal; rulers always

looked for allies to fight their 2_) 5‘9@ = oNne. M u_Qg_, %‘YLDé

neighbours. A king usually claimed
divine authority, his pedigree going

back to the pantheon. The m@in @ L/*DO Y N >1A yA( S

southern dynasties were the Pallavas,

Chalukyas, Rashtrakutas, Hoysalas,

Cheras and Pandyas. The 11th ¢ 6 T

opened with one great power @ 7&) ‘V ‘LA/SM % } A
unprecedentedly paramount over

almost the entire peninsula - the - — L
Cholas. They were great conguerors, @ : { Ot === P M(ﬂ\ﬁk 2 (€. /10VA R
whose empire included Sri Lanka and : ‘
extended along the eastern seaboard

up to the Génga. They also led a @ S-CD o S Q,O, % _ [7\ L-:/ o8 JD QCL-O’U

naval expedition, occupying strategic
@ bS— oha dajwff o |ivng,

points in Sumatra, Malaya and Burma.

The death of Harsha of Kanauj in
647 broke up his empire into small .
kingdoms, very disunited. They were el
ruled mostly by the Rajputs, kshatriyas @ lm_— CJ‘L\‘-( CQ.O xR g c..g_, { LCLL
who claimed exalted lineage from the

sun, moon or fire — the Suryavanshis, -
Chandravanshis and Agnikuls. The @ 1ood — (K)N 3 d.o AR Cﬂo ( l@-k"’"
main dynasties in the north at the turn

of the century were the Chauhans, 5

Pratiharas, Paramaras, Chandelas and @ wo ( - — (Jo QD

Palas. Smaller independent kingdoms . t S{

such as Kamrup, Kashmir and Utkala

existed for centuries uninvolved in 1T.. ("\ v:_éO
mainstream power struggles. @ ( Ow =g ‘w v

- »
The Turks were a great power in W WM\

the Oxus region, breaking up later o =
into independent states. One such @ [O00 — [yoRDS O {]L 1S Db
was Ghazni, south of Kabul, a :
formidable power in the late 10th c. o 221 —
The Islamic chapter in India started | b\\ t qu” ‘;Jb‘ 2 @,U\@ / (:—.3
with its ruler Mahmud. It was Y O@

4 consolidated by Muhammad Ghori T R
who left his terrritories in charge of his ) Q) Jo JeE™
slave Aibak, the first ruler of the Delhi @ L QDO \S ‘j
Sultanate. Politically, adjustment of
local kings to Islamic conquest was @ 506 — /fq ™ v\/\j W—u W

not too difficult, as long as they paid
the jiziya and kharaj taxes as decreed

by Islam. But in social and religious {—‘0 500 = }ERSO n & L _'rf’,j(__%:

matters the conflict was stronger. 900-1200 Avyei Il writes "Attisudi’, Tamil
0\‘/ thabeﬂc&l order
995



/ | ? < \. o € Y & > =\

Nelcd o~ T N eo— N e nor v

1-\ A’ WU }_2. ( o (% D\W H"y Bahman of Persia, Hasan Gangu

) ‘ started the Bahmani dynasty at
~AM fc_y

almost two centuries. The other great

Deccan power was the Vijayanagar

- Nl Rai, famed for its patronage of

3) p M{ ( Ly / /l/b = learning and the arts. It had brisk trade

- with Burma, China, Arabia, Persia and

collapsed when attacked by the

combined power of Deccan sultans.

Hailing from the dynasty of King

| Daulatabad in 1347, which ruled for
z_) Aepun of I«

empire, started by Hari Har and Bukka

. 5 —  Europe. These two kingdoms were

Lf) N \,I PJ.ML""\!SCG«"'\CLS N {K Tl N C‘-always at war. Vijayanagar eventually

5) AsTRowq st DAIA

I ] 4, £ 5 With a lineage from Timur the Turk
c '1[ ,}. c-.‘m% Lo and the Mongol Chengiz Khan, Babur

L established perhaps the longest
< Ve 2 dynasty to rule India — the Mughals.
G) h < [ )c L\O W {’ AANEN The name means ‘Mongol’, and comes
. \f he pickname for Babur's mother

fyop, theq
Ln\ —ly b — LN m,,——LILO - H’D”"%?Erencetoherdescent.lnlﬂﬁ,

oNE PAGE ™ Babur attacked Ibrahim Lodi of Delhi
Y r 2 &n the historic plain of Panipat. With
l \T ’ /é) / O % Q-M H/( Q’ ?'\,19.1 3F{ just about 12,000 soldiers Babur
j routed Lodi's mighty army of over a
—_ : lakh. Skilful strategy clearly played a
3 CO N ﬂ UTGE 2 \f A’ILCPO/\) part, but more important was Babur's
use of artillery. It is said that frightened
by gunfire, Lodi’s war-elephants
E o e R RLe trampled his own soldiers.

C? VL ANMST< o :
From then on the Mughals ruled
) Q % supreme until Aurangzeb’s death in
[o . c A ool Cny QE CoRNS 1707. The best known ruler is Akbar,
/ [’ [ N A/ known for the ‘nine gems’ of his court,
-his administrative skills and his rfew
L A (ET) Q0 €T rsiigion, the biniilahi. Biit each
?'\&. C:.L( cCeol ﬁf;‘*_7)’ badshah left his own legacy — whether
in governance, architecture, art,

| [ 1 [5(/ A 6./3 ) fo” H’M P (v G'_S-S religion or life in general.

| The royal women, though out of public
- T e (g view, are said to have been quite

/ 5 Ho— /™o ) b ( % powerful behind the scenes. Nor was

4 / - their seclusion incompatible with

' - ' * door activities. Jahangir talks of his

} G ) / 60—~ 7:/733 s C‘va‘% :75}) 3 M& wife Noor Jahan's prowess in shooting
tigers. And early English merchants

= \ . were supposedly advised that ladies’
?b) 671 0 — &,‘ (‘f}/ M /q-v[(~ Vey§ riding hats and gloves in the latest
I European fashions would make very

S R B {C}S ; arcrantabla Aifte im cm it



Killing a tiger single-handed, he
acquired the title Sher Khan, better
known as Sher Shah Suri. He was an
Afghan noble of the Lodi court — an
expert soldier, administrator, diplomat,
and quite unscrupulous. He defeated
Humayun and took over power at
Delhi where he ruled from 1540 to
1545. In these 5 years he created a
framewaork for civil and military
administraion which laid a strong
foundation for the future, extensively
used by Akbar during his reign.

India had traded with Europe for
centuries. But trade was usually via
Arab merchants, Constantinople being
the centre. Its capture by the Ottoman
Turks in 1453 blocked trade routes and

_the great era of discovering new sea
routes to India began. In 1498 Vasco
da Gama sailed from Portugal to reach
Calicut, and thus began a new period
of Europeans in India. Though they
came to India almost at the same time
as the Mughals, interests differed. The
Mughals came to stay; the Portuguese,
Dutch, French and British came for
commercial gain, some with missionary
zeal. Political ambition began only with
the weakening of the Mughals.

The defeat of the Spanish Armada
in 1588 established British naval
supremacy and encouraged them to
colonise. The first Englishman to visit
India was Thomas Stephens. His letters
about India's wealth brought trade
delegations, and led to the formation
of the East India Company in 1600.
Starting at Surat, they went on to
establish trading centres at Madras,
Bombay and Calcutta. Gradually,
intrusions into domestic affairs began.
Rivals in Europe, they were always
competing with the French for a hold
in India. The big opportunity came
with the three Carnatic wars, in which
Clive led the English to victory. They
confirmed their political interest with
the battles of Plassey and Buxar — and
British influence in India came to stay.
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Potnrs To PondER_
N O teS = The euphoria of Independence was

I) ‘ h . o LV v marred by the horror of Partition and
P M (s - communal riots. Since 1857, the British

- had followed a policy of ‘divide and

1 ¢ Lr.w:h > rule’. In 1905 Curzon partitioned

MMM? ArAap AL eler L WW % oy Bengal into Hindu and Muslim majority

i 7 areas. Minto encouraged the formation

-, ) L of the Muslim League to check the
> popularity of the Indian National

Congress and nurture Muslim fear that
independence would submerge their
identity within a majority Hindu nation.
This culminated in Jinnah's demand for
a separate Pakistan. And one country
was divided in two based on suspicion,
with the memory of bloody separation.
Hostility continued after independence
with a new problem — Kashmir. This
resulted in three bitter wars. Attempts
- were made for peace with the Shimla
Agreement in 1972 and the Lahore
Declaration in 1999 but have been
punctuated by hostile posturing and
finally by Pakistan’s large-scale
intrusion into Kargil in 1999.

On January 26, 1950 India declared
herself a Sovereign Democratic
Republic and adopted a new
Constitution. Since then democracy
has taken strong roots, marked by
regular elections endorsing the will of
the people. For many years after
Independence, the Congress Party had
hardly any political opposition. This
changed with Indira Gandhi’s
declaration of Emergency rule, which
brought together several parties in an
organised opposition — the Janata
Party. It eroded Congress monopoly
and set a trend for coalition parties,
which is fast becoming inevitable in
government formations. Recent
elections have thrown up fractured
mandates —a sign of the times, where
localised issues and aspirations are

A making their presence felt. There has
been an upsurge of regional parties,
important enough to sway balance at
the centre. Alliances are the norm -
once again, history being repeated, the

Chola king Rajendra | millennium come full circle.
completec conavest of Cevion
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Pre-historic Indus valley seals
show that cattle, monkeys and b
were venerated, They represeniec 2
pastoral life and the bull, symbol of
procreation, was associated win
Shiva. Hindus, Buddhists, jains saw 2!
forms of life as equally impomant =2
as an incarnation of a single enerow

Someswara’s encyclopedia
compiled in the 12th ¢, deals with the
court life of the Chalukyas It reveas
their familiarity with the habis of the
cheetah. In the 16th ¢ too, the
Mughals were captivated by animals
such as this, which were represented
in their visual art. Hunting was 2
popular sport and information on the
cheetah was recorded in detail. Akbar
was known to have had as many as
1000 cheetahs in captvity.
Interestingly, the Mughals listed this
fastest land mammal as a "bird of
prey’. In the Baaznama written by
Mohibb Ali Khan, a governor of Delhi
during Akbar’s reign, says “the
cheetah does not run but flies and
thus it qualifies to be included in the
Baaznama"”. Cheetah breeding in
captivity was also in vogue, says
Jehanair in Tzuzk-e-Jahangiri. During
the British period, 1700 cheetahs were

taken from Tipu Sultan’s collection to

England to hunt the red deer in
Windsor Park. After this cruel use,
they were finally given legal
protection in 1952.

Janmeswarji Maharaj founded the
sect of the Bishnois in 1542. Bishnoi
comes from ‘bis’ — 20, and ‘noi’ — 9.
They adhered to principles such as the
protection of herbivores, animals and
trees. We still hear the story of the
great sacrifice of 1737 in Khejrali,
Rajasthan, where 294 Bishnoi men
and 69 women laid down their lives to
protect khejri trees (Prosopis cineraria).
The blackbuck also survives due to
their efforts. To this day the khejri tree
is not cut even when it grows in the
middle of a field.
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TRy Uy {)v{'o(eﬂq e
N @, teS ) The Punjab Land Preservation Act

it~ @ hos & Qm WA~ 22 D g was passed in1902 to prevent

/) Al beopue Lg V) cmaaisan~ES— the destruction of the Shivalik forests.
J., .d/r_n ﬂ/ 5 @ Jod Excessive grazing was causing the

“. - b i . ’ ¥
H So L (-)_&LL7 U= r"y\ : perennial streams to become ‘chos’ or

ever-widening riverbeds, dry in

ot Ly summer and flooding in the

) Ty ~ | o~ Comn u_"’"&/l.cw‘fa, T ) mMonsoons.
. Ve
14 Vs Le cosne - _ < b a,cjc_g The Wildlife Protection Act of

1972 provided for the setting up of

3 5 L special protected areas like national
L e MLy ——gii .f—;\w @ 8‘«""’  parks and sanctuaries. It was

g e amended in 1991 and stipulates

Amd G Loele (co L—JlS_"l ™ Q) 280 stringent penalties for violations. It

aiso specifies those authorised to take

@»v\ W —{—Mﬁwm@ 9—%_# action against such violations and

bans trade in ivory.
Conwoced —tat- JarmmdR)S ij\ ‘
=T u,a A, Cle_ TC' CQ:;‘M(;V\ wAl— Yeonas There is now a wide network of

83 national parks, 447 wildlife

\T@L w -8 (/E«A, Ler/ e rﬁk’sanctuaries, 23 Project Tiger areas,

200 zoos and 8 biosphere reserves in

e 1 :
CD,Q}Q yvernd= (o~ { . India. Kanha (Madhya Pradesh),
Keoladeo Ghana (Rajasthan) and the
> Q 0 - ~?9 LYY Kﬁ"‘”\w Sunderbans Biosphere Reserve

{ (e h < &L{Aﬁ (Bengal) are among the better known

parks and reserves.

Umlf India was the first country in the
8—,\ L.~ W . ( southern hemasphgre _to establish and
A) promote the regional arm of the
% M r‘{'v./\w World Wildlife Fund (WWF) in1969.
Y The tenth IUCN (world conservation
Wl

W L (go0 ‘rQD’:)‘[ /D union) meeting helped start a
’ v C b~ campaign for total protection of
%) m @ > W‘ &t tigers which led to the launch of
L2 Project Tiger in 1972.

\"C%Q‘.{N’ 2l i le == w—ic Lf\f!t,’_ﬁ"\"""' .
) Inthe early 1970s a disease called

U MW H grassy stunt destroyed over100,000
= hectares of paddy cropland in India
= and parts of the fareast. After

( UC guug . ) extensive research at the International
i Aj / 7 M-f ¥ {:» ;/l) §0 b Rice Research Institute in the

Philippines it was discovered that out
of 6,700 types of wild and cultivated

Q
1wy © | ice, only one variety of wild rice,
0) My Qo kve ane

from Madhya Pradesh, resisted the

- n & b [N:!}f m“'\u'\-?' disease. In 1974, cultivation began
L,JBQ_.@&J : from just two sample seeds of the
11th-12th c Silver and copper coins are minted, gold only by a few dynasties. rice. The pest has now S_tDpped

Currency of the Cholas is the gold kasu weighing about 28 qrains trov T IRy g T & e Fr et
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e Kerala Sastra Sahitya Parishad
SSP) got involved in environmental
ues when some of the activists
sestigated pollution problems in and
ound Kochi. Since then it has

ught to save the Silent Valley forests
otesting the dam to be constructed
055 the Kuntipuzha river. The
rala state electricity board was

rced into giving up the project.
sssure from various other
wironmentally concerned groups

d the intervention of the Prime
inister helped make this area of
),000 hectares a National Rain

west Biosphere Reserve. Home to

re and endangered species of flora
d fauna and as many as 60
reatened floral varieties, it was
sclared a national park in 1985.

 February 1994 India ratified the
yvention on biodiversity (CBD) and
=C a contracting party to it. The
8D has 3 objectives — conservation

' biological diversity, sustainable use
‘the areas covered by it and the fair
i equitable sharing of benefits
wing from the use. It also

'gnmised that states have sovereign
ghts over their biological resources.

etween June and September
398, there were floods in Kaziranga
atonal Park, a world heritage site.
% Indian army, in collaboration with
e Indian chapter of the WWF,

LI in the construction of several
ghlands that would serve as islands
w the marooned during times of
pod. Kaziranga is home to
nhngered species, including rhino,
ger, swamp deer, wild buffalo and

he government banned the
ghibition and training of bears,

wonkeys, tigers, panthers and lions
) 1998,

:
?
3
;
g

11th c Dataganj Bakhsh writes
‘Kashfu'l Mahjub’, manual of
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In April 1995, the ministry
o u . ) of environment and forests finally
_LJQJ G-J‘-A'KO o, %‘J"V\ etk 4 woke up to the threat of a health

hazard from mismanaged hospital

. 7/.__ waste disposal and the need for
C W"V‘f’ Lo &7 229 legislation to make incineration of

these infectious medical wastes

mandatory for hospitals. In March
W 519, -em/ub) 1996, the Supreme Court responded
K, 2 to a public interest litigation and
directed all hospitals and nursing
C ;) 2 ) A 'fE Mot homes having more than 50-bed
™ ( capacity to instal online incinerators.
This was the easy way out. In May
~ ‘T’ ’ 1996, the efforts of Srishti, an NGO,
( / C'@’f) g G [:*(n‘v\ M é l’“”“‘] led to a modification prompted by the
¥ N outcry of the western world against
/* / g incinerators, a technology that was
- - 2y
: Uf? lcc NG eaS u.ﬂgv) . being discarded. The modification
N C}‘;’ﬁ ‘ 9 , said: “to instal incinerators or
alternative devices for medical wast
H‘D Lo Yo ive devices Tor e

' 4 disposal”. New methods like. =
0 { LA p S
C’ [(.Lﬂ_ﬁ'% 7)@; . Ej = Hr ) autaclaving, microwaving or chemical =

disinfection have come into vogue.

C l&m_( 7 v~ t.u?‘ \( PR ety . A J-;SJ The volume of world development

indicators of 1998 gives information
on the amount of organic water

— : pollutants that are discharged every
, ,th k‘qbq_(, m [ ‘7,...--— f;?&./{ L"'M year. India discharged fewer
' g,m ')‘ E ﬂutants than in 1980. The food and

) beverage industry is the biggest
= ’?)L £, d”}7 (a_ _—11 1'% pollutant; the textile industry too is a
C—’w 6/ /) ~ *o - “ot.. fairly large contributor. On a per
: capita basis, emissions by India are

7, 5% of what they are in the US but
Cﬁ“"f 7o "’7;“':’ / upa T~ e / between 1980 and 1995, these

emissions have increased.

e

—

N A LT R i

India has an amazing biodiversity

(_‘/”L—“"‘"\{k f)f,'- {-5-007 / WY\S— ’ [ 0\/~< },(::M) 81,251 animal species. It represents

about 7% of the world's flora and
6.5% of the world's fauna. Being also
one of the oldest agricultural
societies, there are at least 166
species of crop plants.,

with over 45,000 plant species and °
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Excessive felling had caused —“

L a4{ C -
devastating floods and major recocar - - < A c"Yv:Li’_:
in agriculture in the Alaknanda ; B
catchment area in mid-Himalayas = ‘ - " s ° ,

- > L - 9 B A
1970 Sunderlal Bahuguna began 2 Lj/[r-—
movement to protect trees from forest ‘ L"‘"‘:"*? ownL_
contractors. The Dasholi Gram Sarzan= W e B - . /M
Mandal, Gopeshwar, stepped in 1o . | TN TR ’ \7/
help. They clung to trees to prevent . {) - r__m= /
their chopping, and gave the name e

: . 1 -

Chipko to the movement, meaning . _ 5 k $ A Ao ({—

cling on'. This movement spread o - P . == | F . 27 2
other areas as well. o - & Q/y_f,_—w\, ac

Alarmed at the indiscriminate felling oy

Karnataka forest department, ™ — - . ' H_‘,,_'_,\'- 7 - b{
Pandurang Hegde spread the Chipko - Y= - & . 2 §.— i

story among the people. And in 1983, oA A -Q)f LVL’
the Appiko — Kannada for chipko — < )

movement was born when villagers - . P

embraced trees in the Kalase forest to ~ i - . 2 g i -‘-’LL—L

save them from the axe. These . T 7 A L‘L

movements have made a big impact . g =
on the fragile ecology of these regions.

\ -~ s

Legend has it that when the wish Ay - B DL~
fulfilling Lake Khechupalri was defiled s _ VoM E
in the Sikkim-Nepal war, the goddess B i :
there was upset, She urged the witch- ‘ =
doctor to fill two bamboo shoots with — oF T3 - - TNy
its water and carry it to Tsozo. There its - SL . .
waters were poured out to form a new s LA |
lake, in an idyllic setting 1831 m above '
sea level. It is now a rich storehouse of 3 g I o - g y -
biodiversity with many species of birds, c & —g R ';—/3
macrophytes, phytoplanktons and A VDL
zooplanktons. Tourists and pilgrims, .
though, pollute the place. The WWF & " i . [ )
and the forest departmerit have begun ' & - - = e &
steps to involve the locals in preserving
the ecology of this charming lake. ~ g = ™ }

ogy of this charming . 4 I'ﬁfn' L Dl SN
New approaches to water = ol G
management were tried out in 1986 in =y
Ralegaon Shindi, a village in " A NS
Ahmednagar district in Maharashtra, 2 . ¥
when Annasaheb Hazare got his fellow f _- = . T > ___:;Nj/Q, LQ"
villagers to build 17 nalabands and - g F ( )
percolation tanks. So even during the R B o~
waorst drought some cultivation goes . e =
on here. IpA O L g o R I~ \J@\ﬁ

.J— < writes urved;
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> il - -"’-
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Schopgl_ ; buwfr he mmever rade - & Yo longs Ay )
NO f@S o\—m k’" A survey was conducted in =

i sy e Lt LN O l/ LV December1974 by the National -
1]

Environmental Engineering Research

L'&\ Lg N=T A - th & O Institute in Nagpur to check pollution

and threat to the Taj Mahal, It

NN ”f“-ef"\ % p MUW\ showed sulphur dioxide emissions at ‘-

/ \3 very high levels. A high powered
I Ne_ committee set up to supervise
/ (FJ % §G& L’ Mu Z /L f meastires being taken to protect the
'L)- the power station near |tmad-ud-
q’l Daulah’s tomb and dieselising the I

Q\A T (—L’)’\QJV\Q_O\ railway yard, sulphur dioxide levels

Pradesh government finally j

\ tfé’) g 4”/(-/ @Lﬁﬁd&\, M@éﬂ,u announced the creation of a Rs 35 [ |
| _ a lakh green belt around the Taj. In ! .
-. b~ 1984 UNESCO agreed to include the Il
[ CNG’S — B{ V& DC—WJ safety of the Taj on its World '

7) '

Taj was able to show that by closing I'
1$) FRAECES >
' had substantially reduced. The Uttar
- Heritage list of 100 sites meaning

that it would aid the monument

§
) HE‘&/VI A '—> St LO CCU)L/J? | when required. 1 : i
m Yy HEN > 9%4%54 SR

%4_,1'\ launched. This has widened the ‘

; \T scope of remote sensing, a |

23 R significant technology which allows '

l ')JQ) / " /’ o ("9'7\' D repeated and cost-effective synoptic II
; imaging of large areas. This helps

‘ periodic and accurate monitoring of :

2/ \ L‘;_\ L~ }/) v —> H’ ‘A-‘\-[ = | (+ owm‘e growth and productivity of

) seasonal or transient phenomena like

.'.LL-\ [ A, cC 7o SE > aArson~— water resources, crops, vegetation

M ~ 15 o8 and environment. Remate sensing
shows that almost 23% of India’s

5 S ’ﬁ/ il K/ land area is designated forest, a
’ l}j Ll P UC'J Lo 7 Q' ’ A SS good deal less than the 33%
. described by our forest policy. Out of

:l({—) /\-/E /N WA’U sE —> 3 7’30 I\Jayﬁhusonlylz%lsgoodforest More

' recently, the total forest cover _}5
28) [M1choBES = Smull Drass i g
|09 proTEI W = b o g L B
97) POLSE = ront O DAl i s ity

[)US R .(,MQJL Ca i 933 sq km.

-

Qﬁ R C= RQJ oo d Count = DRACU A
30% _QD(I\) om,esm,amm, SHIL0RD  ai SQa -

on palm leaf manuscripts
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Originating in the Vedic period, Z C g R
Sanskrit drama was patronised by kings T
up until the 1st millennium ao. 78

Withdrawal of royal patronage as well Y w-r;r‘[ r{C (c l \"7‘] - dﬁ g_vv) K ’W’W‘l ’.‘g

as its highbrow nature started its
decline. Eventually, folk theatre in the
regional languages came to the «7_\ ~ P w”( 4 w’rt
forefront and gradually replaced (L L\ (JM‘ saaaill 'Cb l \7
Sanskrit drama. Bengal around 1400

was in the throes of the bhakti o\~ ]_—7 \ PR -
movement. People sang in devotional } A ‘i,w 4 T Qe D)/ 2oV I

frenzy in temple courtyards. The

combination of song and drama came - e §).-. i boa
to be known as jatra, which developed r V- L':' M 1 vntion - WE
into a popular theatre form. Starting - J U 4
off with episodes from Krishna's life it ) } V) 2ok

L " . E X " - AV SN | 3w
grew to include historical romances - ‘ i

L G
and love stories. Secular jatra of the } L L ,/(i : )
19th century even saw the Indo-British : — __lk v Y

o’ b L.Vv‘u
struggle symbolised as that between < (S /[W
good and evil - Britain the devil in tight : ) O
trousers and a black jacket, India the /f —_//{Q’-”‘C W — |'m“,{d ¢ L/ \Av J,M
Y 4

noble prince in a dhoti.

Around 1400, Zain-ul-Abedin

of Kashmir invited dancers and singers
from distant lands to annual festivals.
The plays were staged during the
festival of the bhands, bhand jashna.
Bhand was the clown, derived from
bhandika in Sanskrit drama. Bhand
pather mirrored social realities of the
time and used dance, music and satire.
Pather comes from patra, meaning
scroll, which was used by wandering
entertainers all over India.

Ponnayya, Chinnayya, Vadivelu

and Sivanandam, the Thanjavur
quartet, set a pattern and syllabus to
the sadir dance. Performed by the
devadasis, this early form of
bharatanatyam was also called
dasiattam and Thanjavur natyam. It
was rejuvenated by E Krishna lyer after
a period of decline from 1910 to 1930.



SHARI ¥y
The story goes that Ganga,

Notes — —
(,)/ Ao ) the daughter of a village headman,

) r— =
W hal— T pue o~ :]U ( ' was abducted by a Muslim chieftain
in early 15th ¢ Gujarat. No one
o Son ? At 3 A challenged him. Asaita Thakur, a
U% ? 4 i brahmin of the Audichya clan from
[L"V\.V‘} h A ] neighbouring Sidhpur, stepped in and
Av\ Vi /.c»\_vv-r a % charmed the chieftain with song. In
/ YA return he asked for the girl, who he
—Fp U said was his daughter. The chief
{'l‘ W ) ol tested him by asking him to eat from
C 1l her plate. Asaita did so and brought
) —l) _ ;N‘ "y ’) back Ganga only to be ostracised
/ himself by fellow brahmins. He left
) /\ i A with his three sons to earn a living by
4 "7’} vy = 7""*‘ - Ab singing and acting, composing
{ o 24 A playlets attacking social injustice,
. ) prudery and the caste system. This
/\ A N came to be knewn as bhavai, a
- ek theatre form still popular in Gujarat,
_ Y- {5 f) CrmrmanteAs A~ practised by the Trigala community
;'Q J - (Trigala from ‘three brothers’). In the
q ' , A 17th and 18th ¢ bhavai actors
pf' ! 28 77) RS received gifts from rulers, were valued

“~ in courts and awarded gold janiyars,
‘ ) ’7-:,.7, }r—~ - the sacred thread worn by brahmins.

Mabharis of Orissa were dancers

o) ) Y| attached only to temples. But
‘ LR - Sl Ramachandra Deva of Orissa, an
o i / enlightened 16th c ruler, began to
]f,‘ { rYYYy ) g’i_ T N patronise them in the royal court. He

a J - J ' { also began the tradition of the goti
puas, literally single boys, who were

fr\‘ ) Dot - 9 £rs-bt M boy dancers dressed as girls. These
i/ * boys were trained in akharas,
;/’ — A ~ ! gymnasia, set up by him.

/ v & \j. [ W {'L:), J~
Nautanki is the operatic drama
/’\ ey , & ﬂ N . belonging to Uttar Pradesh, Punjab
' I g, / Al ast r) and Rajasthan. It got its name from a

popular play of the time, Shehzadi
Nautanki, the story of Princess
Nautanki. This form manifests the
vitality and fusion of Hindu-Muslim
cultures. Themes are historical such as
stories of Tipu Sultan and

Prithviraj Chauhan.



It is a theory that puppetry
preceded theatre in India. With
themes from the Ramayana and the
Mahabharata, it was used for
religious education. Also since there
were no restrictions on impersonating
a member of another caste, it became
popular entertainment.

There is an interesting anecdote in
connection with this neglected art. A
person involved in the revival of
ravanchhaya went in search of
60-year-old Kathinanda Das in a
remote village in Dhenakanal district,
Orissa. Das, now poor and neglected,
was happy to open up his tin chest of
treasure. His ravanchhaya figures
emerged after three years to the
groans of a dying art. Ironically,
villagers flocked not to see his
puppets but the television crew
filming his work. His esteem in the
village soared nevertheless — and he
received the Sangeet Natak Akademi
award after a performance in Delhi.

Chaiti, Kajari, Pahari, Rasiya -

folk music of different areas has
tempted classical musicians to use its
beauty and expressive idiom to enrich
their repertoire. Bade Ghulam Ali
Khan sang the kohari kalyan, an
elaboration of a hill folk tune

called kohari.

Some ballads like alha of Uttar
Pradesh and burrakatha of Andhra
have survived, and are used by
political parties or to convey matters
of socio-economic relevance. The
Oraon tribals responded to injustices
of the patwaris or revenue collectors
with these words: “Patwari, how
eagerly you measure the length and
breadth of our farmland. Would you
care to measure the hollowness of
our empty stomachs?"
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12th ¢ Jimutvahana, a jurist, writes
legal treatise ‘Dharmaratna’

Ghori invades Gujarat,
defeated by Bhimadeva
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Colourful mythological and
celestial themes, covering battles,
episodes from the Mahabharata and
—— stories of the celestial elephant
Airavata were brought to life in the
dramatic art form of Yakshagana. The

ﬂ * L W ,- (¢, source of many of these plays were

the literary works of writers like
Vishnu Viramballi and Devidasa.The
earliest palm-leaf manuscripts of a
Yakshagana play, contain the Virata
Parva episode from the Mahabharata
by Varamballi.

In 1898, the first Indian music
was produced on a gramophone
record in the Belighata (Bengal)
factory of the Gramophone and
Typewriter Co Ltd. Fred Gaisberg,

‘ﬁ touring agent for the company, made

the first documented set of Indian
sound recordings in 1902. In this he
also included gawwalis. Sashimukhi of
The Classic Theatre Calcutta was the
first Indian to record a song, Kanna
Jeevan Dhan, from the play Sri
Krishna on a 25 cm one-sided disc.

A packed house of theatre
enthusiasts greeted the first
performance of a Bengali play
produced by a Russian, Gerasim
Stepanovich Lebedev, on November
27, 1795. It was an adaptation of a
little known English play, The
Disguise, by Richard Paul Jodrell, and
performed at a small theatre on Ezra
Road in Calcutta. The main dialogue
was in Bengali, with a smattering of
English and Hindustani thrown in.

F 4

Beadon Street, Calcutta.

India’s first public theatre hall, Star,
opened on July 21. Daksha Yagna was
the play staged on that day. Five years
later the hall shifted to Bidhan Sarani.
Its symbolic star was lit up every
evening until its employees went on
strike. The hall had a sad end when it
burnt down in 1991.
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13th ¢ Musical treatise ‘Sangitaratnakari’ by Sarangadeva.
Harihara writes "Madana Channaiahna Ragale’, collection of Kannada s0ngs
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As early as the 11th c, treatises on NO teS
mathematics, algebra and astronomy LQ ( U"*«Jé c ¢ 17—) fg,\v,.fé_‘g_

were written by Sripati and Bhaskara.

Bhaskara wrote three books on %/\dm (,—\ v\)f/____/
astronomy and algebra. His work on C 5«/0—‘2’

arithmetic is contained in Lilavati, part f;) e Jl '(3_/

of a larger work called the Siddhanta L_(\/\/Q_S/ Q
Shiromani. It was he who established . 7
O O Ll

that infinity remained infinite, no rh
matter how divided. Around the /g,\/) e N S‘Lf)
16th ¢, Madhava, an untutored

Lt
mathematician from Kerala developed Ql_/\,\,\ P
his own system of calculus based on

his knowledge of trigonometry. \fg 7 Q,C/(A/\__n-{ ‘7,\/ e ‘\’L«L’M d’ CrnoA E :5;

Between the 12th c and 18th ¢ more _——
than 10,000 works were written in l_-\' L; D e~ 59-2 £ "‘/{ AL e~

Sanskrit, Arabic and Persian on i o Wﬂj\}
mathematics, astronomy, medicin A gt S Ceormmnv ""’"/> e ﬁ
and allied subjects. Raghavanand

Chakravarty in his two books h b <
Siddhanta Rahasya and Dina (\7

Chandrika made astronomical . — ey L\:?,
calculations and these were the basis Ot =gfoc S 3 LK " 1 B P

v—/l‘;ﬂ_ﬂ.)\/

T S O == N

for the Hindu almanacs prepared in N, 7
] ~— 2T DA
the early 17th c. AR~~~ LM 2o L a
Zarrin Dutt identified visible = o Ot s
o~~~ — C__{LLL NN
ailments of the eye and those which iv’ S LTV\ ( ?:)/ f

could not be seen, prescribing e :
prophylactic treatment for the latter as \! AN (. g T d— " =i s 'CQ'—'
early as the 11th c. Islamic influences

that came with invading Persians ygrnt A &_t_ ) ’Y‘ (}—J

prevailed on the medical knowledge

of this time. Early surgeons developed [L
more than 120 instruments — scalpels, Qfm L_ - \j‘”" =5 W

catheters, syringes and forceps.

12th c on, ayurveda advancedﬁim AN [’? L@\(%j Vel O Ao Q‘“C : 5:7

special emphasis on the development (
of dietetics and food technology. )

Vrksayuveda, a study of plant
genetics and diseases was published in
the eafly16th c.

The Asiatic Society of Bengal was
founded by William Jones in 1784. It
was to become a premier organisation
involved in stimulating a renaissance
of scientific studies in India.

Nasiruddin Muhammad Shah |
comes to power in Delhi

1244 1245 1246 1247
| L | | | |



. i e
Notes FEST 0

| The custom of coating copper

< — —W cooking vessels with tin began in the

Fﬂ’ o Cer o &—z_’i& 14th c. A special alloyware, bidri, was
9 - created. Zinc, unknown in Europe at

: w,!’@ Lw—f S o {L"—:FPQA\: : - d#(‘ M the time, was used.

: ,) HT‘M e, A~ (T i "L-S s Rapid developments were taking

place in the armaments industry as
bronze, iron and steel came into use

) = ANY V- 2’ ) aeAS—
o C (..r».\,’\,f 47 c‘g,\tﬁ, & /YN /lf ¢y V(; for making cannons. Between the
= \._.v’\

/ By Sy L.LFO [~ 16th c and 17th ¢, handguns of all
e - kinds were made. Over 53 tonnes of

4 ‘ ~ ofo C g /Lci__/g brass was used to make the great gun
r,’) Tacind iend & & e T R Ly ouwd of Agra. At Bijapur, a bronze barrel
\ L = gun made by Rumi Khan was the

g Ungleet = -
. L. A Y e _j M( c«uag world’s largest at the time.

\1_:4\.—“ 5 oo Ma Ae % s 3 : The astrolabe wias introduced in
( . India by the Mughals. It was a time of

. Curiosity about the world of stars and
Y ) t"fc‘\ﬁw_ ~e~A~ AT ea 1 Doov & ‘_“"/T outer space. In1689, a Jesuit priest in
t—'- Pondicherry, Father Richaud, first used
= -y \ a N
—1h PN~ S BF N — the telescope for astronomical

) LM]MTNMQ studies. Then between 1718 and
at N o P CC-W”’—D ¥} 1734, Raja Sawai Jai Singh Il built

N
1,_L C/\.f*tC; great observatories in Varanasi, Ujjain,
N O
N

Mathura, Delhi and Jaipur. The Jantar
( ) ﬁ G Ssz_ YUY

in 1725 has the biggest sundial in the

J ‘ Mantar observatory he built in Delhi
- o e,
o

world. He made observations for 7

Q.% T ¢ ) - LFV(,QOLI) e 7‘/"{ L 4 years befprt;: ;%Tplgti:gzh;s
s b o fpstronemical tables in -

Pven = oot } Bt o prolileafsmnd
J s ﬂ ) J/\; The 19th c saw many firsts. With
Ae - ’Lﬁ—‘“ﬁ‘ -"‘““‘j Ot the coming of the iron smelter in
Cé Ct - 5 Madras and then in other cities,
r;t Co '(c‘_ ~A— D N« @ ) bridges were built. Jessop and Co Ltd

\ built the first iron bridge over the

/ i — ' . Eelme Cpeilo.. i river in Lucknow. From 1830
/= 3 4 Ises b o Collow (= ‘-«_[) ~ Gomti river in Lucknow. From
(67) ke — y

, — ) . -Iron and steel were manufactured by
M J‘} [ —= Jf'kA ( B j >~ ha modern methods in South Arcot in
' AAAN, =

southern India. Sea transport

r‘f‘) y / benefited in1823 with the first
/s

. e L {‘ ] » TR
N . - 3 ©) WA a steamship named Diana, built in
v A
\Z,} I R vt) v(’ 1 - é Calcutta by Kyd and Co.
( Y L L( NP ﬁ;ﬁj’ b Gule RV The National Institute of Mental

“ Health and Neurological Sciences
0]3 . L Q,ﬁ—‘\r\\ﬁi L»\,p ( (e S‘\,\T‘N’* d“(rzl—bﬂ'% g

Wwas set up in Bangalore in 1974, It is

r . ) - the largest centre in Asia for training
S ~ = E = 5 v . 3
w Xp e F &\ '\\»\_.C\,\_u,] = ‘} P :WQ = psychiatrists and neuroscientists.
12th-13th ¢ Hoysala rulers evolve new 13th'c Mhaimbhat write ‘Leela Charitra’, life of

architectural style, notably at Halebid Sri Chakradhar, founder of Mahanubhav sect
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The first steam-dﬂven paper
making machine started work in
Calcutta in 1830, thanks to Wiliam
Carey. He printed the Bible in 31
languages, mostly Indian.

1836 was a landmark year in Indian
medical history. On January 10,

Prof Madhusudhan Gupta and four
medical students shook off prejudice
and dissected a dead body in Calcutta
Medical College. The British saw this as
a victory of rationalism over
superstition and fired a salute of guns
from Fort William in celebration.

In 1860 the plague vaccine was
invented at the Grant Medical College,
Bombay, by Dr Vladimir Haffkine.
Ronald Ross, an Indian born British
physician in the Indian Medical Service,
went on to discover the malaria
parasite in the Calcutta Presidency
General Hospital in 1897. The story
goes that Ross experimented on his
servant Mohammad Baksh by having
him bitten by mosquitoes.

In 1881 the Calcutta Homoeopathic
Medical College, the first in India, was
set up by Rajendra Lal Dutta, but
homoeopathic treatment had begun in
Calcutta in 1835 under the German,

S F Hanneman.

Kadambini Ganguli, one of two
women to pass the Bachelor of Arts
stream from Calcutta University,
became the first woman doctor in
India in 1888.

Though the west would deny this,
= 5 well known that in 1895 J C Bose
successtully transmitted wireless signals
2 year before Guglielmo Marconi.

The Tatz Iron and Steel Company
wzs the frst of its kind established on
Warcn 7 1308, Full-fledged production
of steed started in 1911,
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Dr Wiliam B O’Shaughnessy, a

ol S/U /D u{m«cg professor at the Calcutta Medical

College, installed the first electric

1 ‘ @ »ra \c' ~* telegraph line from Calcutta to
- _(PWL a (s Diamond Harbour in 1839. 16 years
0 Z\;I"{- A~ BAan later the first long distance line ran

() between Calcutta and Agra, a
distance of 1300 km. An international
7 m—

?, E'C‘ A OK‘L”"N\ ‘("L Calcutta-London telegraph line was
c—-——/ D) =z "\7 [7 C’-’c ‘l—\ conceived by Werner von Siemens of
Lt vrhﬁ‘ ' F Germany. Work on erecting this

/‘ Vil . —jm 7000-mile line began in 1867 and
‘\'\_,Q e =

M u\< : d C"’ée/ ) was completed in 1869. It took

&, 68,706 poles of pine, oak and iron.

The line passed through Iran, Russia

1 A l D L,S/C’ ‘V\—/q"“'(‘__) and other European countries and
7 j ) ., S\ worked efficiently until 1931.

N
7 'r v "qu L'): ! A horse-drawn tram car started
: {J / CQLC— o) running in Bombay on May 9, 1874.
r '“P) = L Lﬂ"\-(f ’-J ~ | B [_ Mr Outram of Birkenhead, UK,
s _ <V k. r ~devgloped a new system of transport
L PP [ [ = cp frevds D)—; / called Outramway, and so the name
‘ ‘tram’. The electric tram was

J

e S A=
r}—nf v C - B h/é‘some who made a difference in
] 7 < P \_’\/\
'7/"6 4 P

N e U(L Z, the world of medicine: Jagdish

o L
handra Bose was one of the first to
l T ! 920 ‘ \&_J\
A \, )

introduced in Bombay in 1907,

link botanical and physical sciences.
5‘ (\_C..f' A2 Yellapragada Subba Row was an
( < e ,{ ( { 0 c 0Ls born American biochemist who
P C_ A e = discovered tetracycline and other
1 e OC L Ant P antibiotics. U N Brahmachari
3 O~ paap-t [/v» f / Coac o discovered the drug against kala azar.
2 . - Ve C ~\ Al B_ldhan Cha‘n.dra Roy was the first
Q‘ * | L 1 et Indian to qualify for both the MRCP
+—1 "\ i .

I [ and FRCS in England in 1911.

F e r Lm~—annd ; g3 (2T .

/ i . =n1918 Srmwasa Ramanujan was
Le one of the first Indians to become a

< EFes V‘C & o hp L\]L . e
llow of the The Royal Society.

- e;«-/[ 5 fL(/[-""G—%'
7 ) W!-ljﬂb‘twj CV Raman was a Nobel Prize
b f;g @bm — 1z B e & : ki %A"Pwinner in physics in 1930 - the first

Asian. Some years earlier he had been

f(‘ /{. sl cHP L \J ” d_ G C\_A_c.,l 4 o\% elected tc The Royal Society for
R dﬁ _S original research in physics, on
; o ‘% . \A\ €, molecular scattering of light. On
\y £Y g') & "( Aﬁ lee ( February 28, 1928 he discovered the
O s '} — effect of scattered light, called the

Chengiz Khan's grandson, Hulagu /gt el ann ’ VOO A A Raman effect.

Khan, sends mission to India

19C€R & e A e |



late 19th c and early 20th c. The Science

: : b Lesd Bt tes
Many institutes came up in the k L
Association established in 1876 in M
- ) . 5 o
Calcutta, was later renamed the Indian ’ - v W~ a’ '

Association for Cultivation of Science. In

1913 the Botanical Survey of India was - (.ré_
founded, and within two years The ‘k N (-5 4

Zoological Survey. The Pasteur Institute in - o

Kasauli treated dog-bite (hydrophobia).

The Vellore Hospital was begun modestly \ A l

by Dr (Miss) Ida Sophia Schrudder. An - 'Vf’\“ =y ﬁ‘b\o Ve E
agricultural research institute at Pusa in

Bihar was set up in 1905 by Henry Phips. _ W }9 Lis

The Indian Institute of Science started nw~ We ) '?‘7

functioning in Pune and owes its origins to

Jamshedji Tata. The Indian Statistical

Institute was founded by Prof Mahalanobis N b L\’E_Q_Q_, v Q\A&L/\B’V}

iN1931. The Tata Institute of Fundamental

Research was founded on Dr Homi A PR”% Py — AT e s

Bhabha's insistence in 1945.

Prof Meghnad Saha was a Al . ]5?%%("‘/1\ M

pioneer astrophysicist. He is known for the
Saha equation relating to Stella spectra, ) f
research in ionisation and propagation of e ,,(\/\ oLg (Lc\/w«. J

radio waves in the upper atmosphere.

aondin N R AT
Satyendranath Bose worked with ~ Lﬂ,{ﬂl \J : S
Albert Einstein in propounding the N Sk e
Bose-Einstein statistics. This governs the | A8ALT oAy ""A’t — ¢

behaviour of a class of sub-atomic particles
called bosons, that include photons,
particles of light.

The Digboi oil refinery started
operation in 1901. By 1994 it was the
oldest running refinery in the world.

A 21-member scientific expedition
team led by S Z Qasim landed in Antarctica -
using a hired 600 tonne Norwegian
steamer mv Polar Circle on January 9,
1982. They established a permanent - -
station there called Dakshin Gangotri, with St -

the Indian tricolour flying. " " A
/’ ..A“
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ol v Ay O 1d 0T~ &
O e 4 & g\,\,‘,\:{z}vx/c_- \/»’- ~’/Tzut—._ In 1984 Rakesh Sharma was the

Q V\-Ldi- . ,j first Indian in space aboard Soviet
e f’ A ;)w\(/\ Vedla spacecraft SOYUZ T11. In 1998, aerospace
“4 engineer Kalpana Chawla became the first
) ) R RN & VA / f’v y woman of Indian origin in space. She was
i = kil part of the crew of a US space shuttle.

. V Ly . ‘ -

KBARR VAadhA On May 3 1989 the first pilot
s 4 5 ;— 50 kw solar power plant was switched on
Rv; g 7~ V edi~, at the solar energy centre in Gurgaon,

W T Haryana. In September 1991 the Ocean

/ J ) 7s VAl Engineering Centre of the Indian Institute

P of Technology in Chennai achieved a

eAT breakthrough when they started a 150 kw

3 ~ - ) capacity pilot plant in Vizhinjam fishing

:'f’,."r‘\l ,“ A "-‘ 7 | .{}1 G{——J_.W‘/ harbour in Kerala — they were able
o "] A to harness sea wave_es_to
i Y2 ( /yewe—FubLo v 2 . generate electricity.

A\ &l 1
. ") e (* Tad T2 %A "*'}_{—-{,_ 23 Fomfne 500 companies got
their software developed by
India-based companies around 1990. In
1997 the number jumped to 158.

Commercial aviation began in

India when the Imperial Airways London-
Cairo weekly service was extended to
Karachi in 1929. In 1932 Tata Sons Ltd
started the first airline service. J R D Tata
flew a Puss Moth from Karachi to Bombay
~ on the occasion. The airline grew to
become Air-India which launched its
overseas services in 1948. By 1960 Air-
India was into the jet age when Boeing
707 'Gaurishankar’ flew for the first time
to London andto New York on

May 14, making India the first Asian
country to operate over the Atlantic.

The Birla Planetarium opened in
Calcutta in 1962 — the first in Asia and the
second largest in the world.

The Chandra x-ray observatory,

a 45 ft x-ray telescope, was launched from
the space shuttle Columbia on July 23,
1999. Named after astrophysicist

S Chandrasekhar, it will spend its five year
mission detecting sources of cosmic x-rays
like quasars, exploded stars and

black holes.

Ghiasuddin Balban
starts rule in Delhi

1264 1265 1266 1267



aPRIL  UGAD]

O Jalt, S

3%«; aratnadlo - o tadhed gud... Ao

r e . o " _ A
VJ——.?~-, 7 | oyt .. oY ',

P /

p——— - ﬂ X " .
=L o Crasvrituadie | ve/lavnF

Monree AP~L - :
&La-'zuﬂ(ff @Qd-ﬁw (Sei-de M»«.—_A»‘r_ﬁ o AP |

M-{\,rg\[ k= Unio LR edlmnee Tm st tans
—P(f_ *ov'-k/)k e w ales o s o Te Tnzisfoe~ ,
‘ ¢ (Y- P _hends
%% M}:w ﬁam & calosnle Mtije |
1) Neamn fla— M e Wss
6 pﬂrﬁ C,\MXD eandsr dauu_p ‘J‘ S e 2o




ARl O Y e G flfedT
W o vedo t;' Beere = Mer oo
= 517\,5 7o +ar— Haelf gt J -
,Afgfwfat Je sl (o bocr pe—dr B~ (—Tg =
et oS Ol Lovd Vst~ eV vl
Vepeler o bl o Mo~ EVvipl L

e (3 & L n~arnlo~—~M— [ B® Laved oo by ods
VL\/‘H b WJV") o ﬁo-w-tf M‘AV&J I} L\,._:}-y‘g\g.. ity |
by ss jaawi@ " B o =

T RV Aoy gt en ) Cp inrsAT]

e s =Ty o

T S e
ﬁurta Cele b2t —frr’aag.%m:,-ﬁw [o lw{ A g
Mz L«f’m‘f &THW @rwk—ém«hﬂ"—z% anan o W; |
IQ@t‘JAaL olm,\ep__? J-,WUM a O[,;\lwgg .

(ce o
4 {7(}0&0[@\“3 v/ Ao ‘qd‘ﬁ,&% Bt C’{:ﬁﬂ‘:”
N‘f\f kéva'p Igor.h— vefe f Gnt Ao L._n,\_!)().,wf LQeﬁﬁ"‘D A

SUN \_/ 7

e genol




s B ek, e rmpii T EuZ6 S LoRD fé@ﬁ/
7m§2,,¢.~ PO A RAPostt] Linee & Commctn
o v\ — M}vw M e 27) o?’&v‘évg
3}”%@2 /29-""’\2— %WY

S Cort
‘? ZJ”L C,WV\E CN \A"‘?l'—"—*

it —) W\jlﬁ‘j%

/

Rama Navami (H) m

Marco Polo first visits Kayal, f laluddin Khi'ji wrests powe
port in Pandya kingdom n Delhi; end « fSF dy rJ.
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Monkey business

crty tabloid has tomtommed the story about a monkey “terroris-

ing’ Colaba. The animal has been painted as a beastly villain

who attacks sleeping men, biting their genitals, and attempts to
disrobe women on the street — when not stealing food or vandalising flats,

 that is. We'd like to give you the flip side of the story.

The monkey has also been seeing sitting quietly in planters for trees most
of the day. He sometimes look a little bewildered by the honking of pass-
ing trucks or the grinding sounds when the BEST bus drivers change gear.
Rather than scaring people into giving him food, he has in fact, even
refused to accept bananas from a number of people because he is full.
Obviously, he's neither vicious, nor greedy.
Mwhgoestosayatotaboutthapeophwhociahnttwmmmedbv

20

it. They must've been the aggressors, poking fun, trying to make it “per- e
form’ for them, disturbing it from minding its own o
business as it would prefer to do. B
When humans realise that
animals are individuals too, and :
not mere entertainment optionsas
;;;,matnod mpﬁy. ot ’ Khilji general Malik Kafur captures
6 dnd gmm . Degins impregnable Devagiri fort through treachery
m 1305 1306 1307 1368 1309
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Atop Mt Abu stands a temple of
white marble built by Jain monarchs.
Finely detailed pillars and pediments
support the ceiling. The decorations
are not chipped but scraped. They
reveal mastery of detail and the
abundant ornamentation in temple
architecture from 900 to 1200. The
beautiful sculpture of the
Vishwanatha and Kandariya
Mahadeva temples built around a lake
in Khajuraho are also proof of this
ornate style. The procedures and
principles of the northern or Indo-
Aryan style of architecture came to be
used in temples over most of India.

We get a glimpse into important
events in the history of Jainism from
the oldest extant Jain miniatures of
the 11th c —iconographical portrayals
of the Tirthankaras. These paintings
were done on palm leaf and wooden
manuscript covers in Gujarat and
Rajasthan.

Paper was known as kakat in
Assam, clearly suggesting that it was
derived from kaghaz — the Arab word
for paper — and that paper-making
had come to Assam from Arabia
during the liberal age of the
Tungkhungiya dynasty. This was a time
when contact with Mughal India was
at its greatest. Early manuscript:
illustrations, in miniature style, were
mostly line drawings in black and
dealt with the Ahom conception of
the heavens and hells, animism and
Hinayana Buddhism. These drawings
were found in the Phung Chin
manuscript of 1473, done in a style of
painting called Tai-Ahom with writing
in the Ahom language and script.
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7—4“"” Frean The bronze idol of Shiva as
’ o = X U/ P
RS *.1' s / T ( J Nataraja, lord of dance, was created

: \ Y D, P between the 11th and 13th c. Cire
™I e o Pz frm A D OL . perdu or lost wax was the technique
SEaE i P used in the casting of bronze. It was

B /_7 J ‘é‘?;:']"l o1 \,f“‘ A _L(_ encouraged under the Chola?,lwho
i also constructed the two magnificent

{ 2 A ﬂ {( J/ K temples of Thanjavur — the

AN ) Brihadeeswara and the Gangaikonda
~ 3 Cholapuram - symbols of the
[ncn e L= i L (Gl VV?’C“ maturity that Chola temple

( architecture had attained. The
- _l Lk H“ AR e ‘—.> Brihadeeswara temple built by
( VAT R by

“A ' Rajaraja Chola has a main structure of

‘]f< /{L’\T"“/K— &) LQ_ 180 ft and a great shikhara or tower

consisting of 14 successive stories
rising to a height of 190 ft. It is

~ I~ L 7——'?] oL \’7 crowned by 3 massive dome
~ 7 / - consisting of a single black of stone
" m_’d o ! 25 ft high and weighing about
A ' . 80 tonnes. A great deal of sculpture
, i X and decorative moulding covers it

= S P R AE0 S H—‘— e fC 1 from the base to the top. The
) WA { / gopuram or huge gateway to the

, WALl 1_/( . temple evolved during the reign of

(@ Nt vAr v~ / Ahe Pandyas (1180-1350). Gopuram

. derives its name from the ‘cow gate’
of the vedic village which later

_n.?,'—'-_-'_—
{{\/\‘-', — h\/g_ . (‘}—Y\I l 2 RN -
ot / s L? « became the city gate and then the

A : -z b [oprart monumental entrance to the temple.
7 }ff’ C vt 0

L

A ‘_.____,

it _ [ " f e LA % ©)¢7 In the 12th c the Bhakti movement
Fr\j T VWETEAA stimulated temple building and
— e Ch architecture which flowered and

- [( Bl s \"/Z-i’:'f L(.( L ss WA L( ___attained perfection. Restoration and

| sdeetet
R 4/{ repaur work began on the temples at
(3/\_\-( \tm-'“:(:‘“%’ Lotﬂ &-W (= Lg

Siddhapur and Somnath in Gujarat.

! J 33 Ay s V 1 ) The sun temple of Konark was
) PR waﬁ—-— #  conceived as a colossal celestial
T~ A ¢ . B 3
K chariot in stone. It remained
ﬂlk _ i A OWATR &W‘ﬂ L"*- )y~ unflnlshed but is a great achievement
~§ &= P"‘Q -

o;?pﬁ'stern school of architecture.
Ns 1,,,37{3 fie Hoysala rulers added on to the
number of temples with those at

™ t”—éﬁ b IT= Leko=

Somnathpur, Belur, Halebid and
P L A "U Dwarasamudra in Karnataka, in the
Y (, process evolving a new style. The
/;:C: }m{:& temples were not square but
polygonal structures. They had richly
o/ = carved plinths follov‘ving the windings
L of the temple, offering a huge length

African-Arab traveller lbn @
Batitatesches Sind of space to be carved with sculpture.
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Humayun commissioned two

Persian painters, Mir Syed Ali and ,

Khwaja Abu Sammad, to give lessons )I’

to 13-year old Prince Akbar. Later D ' N Q .
Akbar kept in touch with his Persian r [ ,C—-—/TS ')_2 YA T
teachers, encouraging them to W Ly ae R if -
continue with a project outlined by
Humayun to illustrate the Dastan-e- c A
Amir Hamza, the legendary tales of - ,\) ( ¢ L y A r{ L Ly
Islam, on large pieces of cloth. He

attracted to his atelier native craftsmen . { | + L,k O
like Basawan, Dashwant and Kesu and A L k‘\ el

apprenticed them to the two Persians. o \a. ) \ '
He commissioned them to illustrate the =9 241 PR 8 4 =2 )
Persian translation of the Ramayana ( Ole VOHU~ N A
and the Razamnama. The studios with - o ) { ;"‘ . {;;1,. ,57._ M
painters, calligraphists, colour-grinders lﬁc’?L/ 41 Y ) 1o, T N

and gilders buzzed with activity. ) ' »

It was an old tradition for women // f'lf]") W/ H | L)\ , ‘.}7_ \3 s R

of certain communities in north and

central India, to draw chauks (squares) 2 Esie h
on mud walls during weddings. PO ek o \ 2. \_ml(j ( ANy — D0
Palaghata, the goddess of fertility and i <7 ) \ N .
vegetation was placed in a chauk 1 N 5 s e A L Lo
surrounded by other images. This * Lrda, o= f& e L """q« o )
mural tradition in Punjab, Rajasthan, 2% }J’q Y \/ ( :
central India and the Deccan grew [ = A ) 7 N =
strong in the 16th ¢ with Vaishnavite, P = ) ] { e VW RAS— ]
Shaivite and Shakti themes. Today, T & : v € 1
. f— t (R
reproduced on paper, these are stories 1 ] —1 . 0ol ol p) O Ve -
of their everyday life. cabveh o Celplnatts '
\ Ly o 3
A Muslim nobleman in the Mughal f 3 /(r S T f 7 v R ,| J !
period would plan for himself a ] - ) ) AL o oy
baradari, summerhouse, where he g l [ 12 ) u i e eSS
7@V e S0 oA e
could rest after the heat of the day. It f
would also become his resting place . ——F }T Nop. YETTII-
after death. It usually stood in the o~ (fir.,;} /',"‘rf"""'v o o
middle of a formal garden laid out in . oA
geometrical patterns. Water was . "h ({ A Jler~ WINET R e
N ) ity [a% N (" - -
supplied from fountains, artificial i , ] v A—1 3
cascades, marble channels and basins; . / % LN I e ]
fruit trees provided shade - aesthetic } Port 5 ?+ e [\‘ .«
touches of the Mughal gardener. \ : Fn SO D Eo Ve, Wéatingg
= = ’ f’ = ‘\){3 L\. (_C,I" - C 2NV L
i « Caal & e ) < " v
P ('5 Ir' ’ b l\"'“ r
d/€ p: J’— Y = {/ . { . — ( ./., -.‘_..,-‘
= | - ¢ U DMonest
Q,( 'r-:l I FQ\"-—‘;L /’:_‘f' N . K_— | - —r-; . qaw&ﬂk t; ' / R WY
AT "w 1 \l\ \ k “‘ . ?\—v‘ A WV ",“\ ) \(\'L S A vy &7 /

&
L L5
Lfry Dlanin A (" ‘ L
| Sangama Cle a'lab ished L {-‘)1_ i A 1340 Janabai, a poor ha semafa‘
[ at Vijayanagara 0 ) W s : “‘\)j/ composes abhangs in Marathi
“r e < (s £ g !
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Notes* 299 B . _
o ; The Rajus of the Andhra region
- migrated to Tamilnadu from the
. 16th ¢. They renovated and created
L wall and ceiling paintings in temples,
and in the process developed
techniques for painting on panels of
wood, glass and mica. These portable
paintings of Hindu deities and saints
became the earliest framed pictures in
south India. This was the begining of
the Thanjavur style of painting which
was embossed with precious metals,
pearls and semi-precious stones.

o | L N
. ' Ao T y Talented artists recruited from
Uzbekistan and Herat worked with
local artists Govardhan, Manohar,
Mohammed Nadir and Mansur, the
last of whom was Undoubtedly the
most prestigious animal painter
during Jahangir's reign. He earned the
title Nadir-al-Asr, wonder of the age.
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reviews are excel-
lent, my salary is

low compared
means of compari-

son | have assem-

department. As a
bled records to reflect similarities

many others in the

Although
pany and hope 1 will

Lo lns
‘ ‘ NEASY lies
NG . the head that
wears  the
crown”, is
not very
different
from “he who has a head is sure to
have headaches”. But there is more to
it than that. Often the king has to do
things which he cannot admit to
having done. Suppose the country
badly needs foreign exchange; and a
way of getting the economy back on
its feet again. For this purpose he
decides to let foreign businessmen
keep all the money they make in India
from the stock market, without taxing
any of it. The depressed stock market
of the mid-1990s, he would have
argued, could get a much needed
boost if foreign investors were
persuaded that, thanks to the slump,
there was now a chance for them to
pick up some very good bargains.

But the king cannot openly strike
deals with foreign businessmen; or
there will be a howl of protest from
Indian businessmen. So he fudges a
little, by, say, entering into an agree-

1343 ment with Mauritius to avoid the

“double taxation of income”.
- [ ] n

In conclusion, | am requesting a

salary adjustment to $35,000
Every area of my responsibility is

tions and positions, | am saving the
company a great deal of money.
run smoothly and efficiently.
believe that | have been a definite

Thank you for your prompt con-
sideration of this matter.

bled an outline of my duties. (see
year. By performing multiple func-

attachments)
be rewarded for a job well done.

ognise my per-

rmance but | guess I'll have to toot

fo

1 high and don't expect a deci-

Never present your request as a and differences, I have also assem-
sion overnight.

demand or a threat. Take a ques-
Itis never easy towrite alettersuch  asset to the com

as this. I have waited to see if man-

Subject: Salary adjustment
agement would rec

Date: February 14, 1999

To: XXXX
From: YYYY

well-written facts. Make it a point to
ly  wait till your manager is on a per-

puter screen with sona

tioning approach supported with

my own horn.

framework.

ry
pply-

. asking for a raise or

are
LS

ARE you the sort who quails at the

thought of writing a business let-

ural f:od " drink

*1f peanut but-
ter cookies are

made with peanut

butter, what
ter? Who just cannot proceed

beyond the date? Who sits blankl

before the com
disputing a poor performance

appraisal.

ter-writer with help. Sample letters

ters’ provides the finger-frozen let-
have been drafted for almost eve

entitled "Career Lab Free Cover Let-

awkward occasion — be it a

Well, finally. help is at hand. A site
ing for a job

freezing fingers and numb brain?

girl scout cookies
made with?

decaffeinated cof-

fee?

|
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The Kalighat pata is Calcutta’s

contribution to the visual arts. In the | T / o I ;o— f-o""_ ~H ‘;g/]ﬁ

late 18th and early 19th c, a new (? ' 4

idiom was créated from the traditional 3 wj ~

pata. It came as a reaction to what - f e {./o—_‘ VI "
was perceived as an erosion of moral /O ‘f"héj/f)

values through contact with British ﬁ

(western) life in Calcutta, This view % ‘ S - N p >
found expression in art. 3) 7{) 2@“‘”\ M/ - é\: e

In 1868, Theodore Jensen, a Dutch

painter came to the court of the , - M\_ bvty?L——
Travancore Maharaja, who requested -— S/ }) (‘_9./ = 4

him to teach young Ravi Varma to RL ) 70 /

paint. The painter condescended to [—v % } -

let the boy watch. When he finally got - e (- 2
his own box of oil paints, ordered Q‘) / 6 73"\/ ~€

from Madras by his uncle Kerala
Varma, Ravi Varma was in his early
twenties. He struggled nine years to

gain the technique - the three (é - o h s B ‘
dimensional style of portraiture and -7',_ M i /
.+ adapting oil to Indian light. After a / Gy

se condgold medal in 1874 in the 7) ' - d pedan 2 z?‘ Vs
IV adras exhibition, he also won ; .

aj preciation from the Prince of Wales g :

who was on his first visit to Madras in 7
1375. The Maharaja of Travancore / -

presented the prize-wining painting to 9 JE
the Prince. A year later his picture
_Shakuntala’s love letter to Dushyanta’ i / 1 Z T é—"ﬁ/ub'—k
“was acquired by Lord Buckingham, 6) / Y, e Zr/
- then Governor of Madras. More / \/Wwv

#* suceass came when he won a
certificate of merit in an international 7<
exhihition at Vienna. Dewan and ) /

Regent ~¥~ 3, Sir T Madhava Rao, ' —

sugge i Varma in 1884 that /O \/ 7lv Acceceds

he ge=s > work oleographed, to meet / -)/) 7

the giwing demand for his paintings. : 7) ‘ f ~
| ) I8 N w‘\T’

In the years between 1958 and Mt w } /

1961, K G Subramanyam, deputy [ : ) oY ‘»'\\ / 1)
director (designs) of the Weaver's : i :)“_b_}i e, \1 - !
Service Centre and the All India : 2 o
Handloom Board in Bombay, had his Wk, At A~ (-;"'“'V’ Ktu / Lj-_‘( ,
first designing success — 'bleeding LE 2 .
Madras’, an inexpensive plaid material Df‘/ ' NL{"' A yce UL
originally made for the African
market.
Vijayanagara conguers Alauddin Hasan Gangu founds
Hoysala kingdom Bahmani kingdom
1344 1345 1346 1347
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Even as early as the 15th c until
the 19th ¢, block printed resist dyed
textiles from Gujarat and the Deccan
adorned Europeans and their homes.

The first fine arts exhibition in
India was held in 1831 at the public
library of Calcutta on February 1. It
was organised by the Brush Club; all
the pictures were by foreign artists.

The Progressive Artists’ Group
founded by Ghulam Rasool ‘Santosh’
sought a new language of art as the
newly-independent nation took wing.
The core group of Hussain, Souza,
Raza, Ara, Bakre and Gade held an

. exhibition at thre request of Hermann

Goetz, art historian, indologist and
director of Baroda's Picture and
Museum Gallery.

The early period of the Faculty of
Fine Arts in Baroda had a special
character. It taught art history with
art, bringing about an interaction of
theory with practice. A group of
artist-rebels formed Group 1890 in
the 1960s named, arbitrarily perhaps,
in the spirit of the Dada movement
and after the number of the house of
artist Jyoti Panda. The presence of a
young British artist, Jim Donovan, in
Baroda on a commonwealth
scholarship, initiated an interest in
pop art. Sankho Chaudhuri, a senior
teacher in the faculty, started art fairs
for various causes. The examination
work of students was auctioned and
the funds raised went to help

needy students.

Cholamandal village will not be
found on the map of India. It is a
unique artists’ community founded in
Chennai by K C S Panicker, formerly
principal of the Madras School of Arts
and Crafts, and many who had
worked with him.
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communications



The information network in the
sultanate period of the 13th c was
headed by the Diwan-al-Barid. The
postmaster Used to send despatches
about important events from each
large province. Official reporters, or
akhbar navis, in markets and towns
reported events. In 1296, Alauddin
had a horse and foot postal system to
keep in touch with his army. The
runners carried a baton with bells in a
relay of a mile a person.

The Barid-i-Marmalik was the
commissioner of intelligence. He
collected information through barids
or secret service officials.

Sher Shah Suri, the Afghan ruler,
connected Sind to Bengal by
constructing the Grand Trunk Road
which was a 2000 mile long highway.
The route was dotted with resting
places — called sarais — and at every
two mile point, two horses were
posted to convey despatches rapidly
over long distances.

About 1578, barely a hundred
years after Gutenberg invented the
printing press, a Spanish blacksmith
succeeded in cutting types (printing) in
Tamil. These were used to print St
Xavier's Doctrina Christina in Tamil.
This was the first book printed in an
Indian language.

Carrier pigeons, horse riders,
tunnel runners and drummers — these
were the regular and reliable means
of posting communications or
signalling emergency or distress
during the 16th ¢. Mughal Emperor
Akbar organised an efficient despatch
system using horses and camels to
cover his vast kingdom.

In the 17th ¢, Raja Chikka Deva of
Mysore also had a regular postal
service throughout his dominion.,

1412
polln

1413

Sayyid dynasty starts

brief rule in Delhi

1414

1415
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By Anshika Misra
MUMBAL: Sridhar Mane has
been preparing for the Maharash-
tra Public Service Commission
(MPSC) examination for the past
four years. On Wednesday, when
after clearing a gruelling prelimi-
nary exam he appeared for the fi-

inals in his subject of choice, ap-
pl:eql mechanics, he was shocked
to discover that solutions to the
problems were printed along with
the questions in the examination
paper! A bewildered Sridhar and
other candidates, brought the er-
ror to the examiner’s notice and

_refused to write the exam.

A question of

A look at the question

clearly reveals 'th% “gross %ﬁ
sight™ on the part of the MPSC
administration. Solutions to nine
:nathzma(.;it:al problems out of the
en questions in the paper have
begp printed on thg 11):; two
sheets of the exam paper. The
tenth question, incidentally, is a
thﬁry-gz;s‘sﬁon.

5 C administration
’I'”hurs_day admitted that the sol(t)xr-l
tions prepared and sent by the pa-
per setter along with the question
paper were “erroneously printed”
in the examination paper. “The

faulty question papers were dis-
N S

i

e—— —_—

answers v

patched to all the?nu; em,

tion centres at Pune, Aurangabad, -

Nagpur and Mumbai,” secreta
of hngC P.V.Kulkarni saiedmary
“This oversight on the part of
the MPSC amnmistraﬁon%.éh
conducts exams for state ser-
vices,” feqrg Mane, “could result
in him losing a year which delays
his prospects of securing a job,”
Sairam Patil, another candidate
said that the error is going to af-
fect not only the 12 students who
opted for the applied mechanics
subject but the entire batch of
3500 candidates, who have

cleared the preliminary exam,

FATAS & -

A reunion after 7,000 years

COPENHAGEN: Seven thousand years after the ice age forced them

apart, Sweden and Denmark will be reunited on Saturday with 0

the opening of a new bridge over the Strait of Oeresund, linking f/
Sweden once again to
the European continent.
Sweden'’s King Carl XVI

L

i

g
~—

B . Gustaf and Denmark’s
i Queen Margrethe 11 will

km span, towering 55
metres over the water
and linking the southern ’,i
Swedish city of Malmoef i,
to Copenhagen more

than a century after the -

idea was initially —
hatched. Thousands of i
spectators are expected [
- to turn out for the day-
long celebrations marking the end of four years of construction
of the structure, touted as a symbol of the strong relations

between age-old rivals Denmark and Sweden. Sweden'’s southern 0,

province of Skaane, which will now form Europe’s first cross-
border region with northern Denmark, has historically been the
object of numerous wars between the two countries. Skaane
ultimately became Swedish in 1658 after 600 years of Danish
rule, but many inhabitants still feel a stronger attachment to
Copenhagen than to Stockholm and the similarities between
northern Denmark and Skaane are striking. The bridge also
bears witness to the reality of European regionalism, with the
birth of a new economic, technological and cultural hub
<traddling two countries over the Strait of Oeresund. — AFP

officially open the 16- K ) N

inder Vi divides non-Christian world between
gal and Spain, assigns India to Portugal
- & A
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The first private printing press
was started by the Baptist missionary

AL of Bengal in Serampore in 1780. The

first newspaper of Chennai,

The Madras Courier, was published in
1784, followed by the first weekly
newspaper of Mumbai,

The Bombay Herald in 1789. The
daily netvspaper, The Times of India,

as started in 1838 and is the oldest
A fex P JJN English daily still in circulation.

Reuters entered India around 1860
and established a telegraphic news
service, Later the Associated Press of
India set up by K C Roy in 1910, the
United Press of India and the Globe
News Agency brought with them the
production, professional and business
improvements that contributed to the
growth of the press.The first Indian
journal to subscribe to Reuters was
Bengalee in 1900.

Telephones started ringing for the
first time between 1881 and 1882
when a 50-line telephone exchange
opened in Calcutta, just five years
after the invention of the telephone
by Alexander Graham Bell.

In the late 17th ¢, the East India
Company set up major post offices at
Bombay, Calcutta and Madras and
smaller ones at different places to
receive and despatch letters.
Although the postal service was
initially used only by the government,
by 1774 the public was able to use it.
It was efficient and inexpensive — a
uniform half-anna rate for all letters
and stamps!

Until the railways came, mail was
carried by couriers travelling in
palanquins. These palanquins were
used between Delhi and Allahabad
between 1846 and 1904. With the
coming of the railways in 1853,
postal sevice was speeded up and
postal stamps were introduced in
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H S Bhatvadekar, Prof Stevenson,
Hiralal Sen and J F Madan pioneered

1 e e T . > 3 .
T s it Y P r,_ - ) the capturing of history on film, as
\71\ S Do ed ; TN b Jejp newsreels. Madan made films such as

= o | The Great Bengal Partition Movement
0 [( 2 AAC P X _— !E cQ and Procession — 1905, The Fugitive
O Co N? Dalai Lama'’s Flight to Darjeeling and

¢ ) ) % Procession — 1910, The Delhi Durbar —
!(J;_ ()‘vﬁ/y&‘d{/ LG w~lq Kl J" 19117 and so on.
!

[ A — ~ 2 . . Dadasaheb Phalke was nationalist

e R C’N{: L }7 - JYA T to the core. When he undertook his
7 4 a .

{ second journey to England with prints

' of his films, two British filmmakers

"'—"’_Q L._,.M PR were impressed and offered him the

chance to make films on Indian
subjects in England. They offered to
pay him £ 300 per month, 20% of
the profit and also agreed to maintain
- the staff and artistes needed to be
brought from India. Phalke refused
the lucrative offers and told them he
was keen to stay in India and make
films there. Later writing in Tilak's
paper Kesari in 1934, he said: "It is
enough if | am-able to stop the import
of foreign goods in a very small way"”.

By the end of the First World War,
and the first phase of the Indian
freedom struggle over, the swadeshi
feeling was strong. At this time, when
S N Patankar made his version of
Shakuntala’s Fateful Ring, the
advertisement read: “Neither Jew nor
Gentile, an Aryan drama in Aryan
drapery and actors, real Swadeshi film
from start to finish."

Seth D N Sampat, the proprietor
of Kohinoor Studios in Bombay,
discovered one day that he bore a
resemblance to the young Gandhi.
Based on the leader, he created a
character in his film, Bhakti Vidur in
1921. The censors banned the film as
“a thinly veiled resume of political
events in India”. Sampat pressured
-the regional boards of censors and
got the ban lifted in many parts of the
country. The film was a commercial

Battle of Diu; Portuguese Franciscan friars construct success wherever it ran.
power established first church at Cachin
1508 1509 1510 1511
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11th ¢ - Cheitharol Kumbaba, an
anonymous royal chronicle, provides
valuable source material of Manipuri
history and culture. Dating from 33 to
1955 (when the last independent king
of Manipur died) it was written like a
diary in locally made paper, metei-che,
with indigenous ink, meitei-muk. The
entries were made from time to time
during the rule of successive Manipuri
kings, by palace priests.

The largest collection of stories in
the world is Somadeva Bhatta’s
Kathasaritasagara — 22,000 stanzas
divided into 18 books and 124
tarangas. Bhatta was the court poet of
King Anantha of Kashmir.

Andhra Mahabharata was written
from the 11th ¢ to the 14th ¢ by three
poets — Nannayya, Tikkanna and
Erranna. They were known as the
trinity of Telugu literature which had
its beginnings in their works.

The Bauddhavadanakalpalata or
Bodhisattvavadana by the Kashmiri
writer Kshemendra in his Sanskrit
work Avadanakalpalata is held sacred
by Tibetans. It was printed with a
Tibetan translation by Bibliothica
Indica, Calcutta in 1888.

12th ¢ - Gita Govinda by Jayadeva
was first published in 1808. His work
heralded the advent of literature and
poetry in many regional languages in
India. It also marked the culmination
of classical Sanskrit poetry.

Bhakti / mystic poets like Allama
Prabhu and Akkamahadevi flourished.
The social reformist movement
spearheaded by religious leader
Basaveswara influenced the Kannada
literary tradition by aiming at a
casteless, egalitarian society
questioning the supremacy of the
brahmin class and Sanskrit.

French East India |
Co founded

1664
| |

¢ 1660 Practice of equestrian portraits bequn
by Rao Jagat Singh of Kota. Kathakali is born

1665
B

1666
[ ]

hmwﬂ,U\(
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Danes establish
factory in Bengal

1667
B
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N O f@S //\ HW\ /I_ S LQ— )’«‘—C/(*-% Kamba Ramayanam in Tamil was

=—f‘ written by Kamban, based on
e | _f\AaL- Valmiki's Ramayana. It stresses the

I human element and the loves and
{ /
' r ) _D A’W’ a\j A i fT ﬂ sorrows of humankind.
N N G l i~ ,f
p o '4"{; £/ b - ) 13th c - Philosopher and saint
‘ "}A""”' \ ) Jnaneswar initiated the bhakti
. movement in Maharashtra. He wrote
[ _._:/LW Lz »r/(uf\}‘f/t’ t {’ O’) abhangs, philosophical treatises, and
a well known commentary on the
‘ ?n gy I{ QJ— ONA— /%4/" Bhagavad Gita called Jnaneswari.
Y IA~ _ . Namdeo also composed abhangs
. Tﬁ ‘ g | j/\,\.a.— ay‘» 4 _-f:} . which were carried to Gujarat and
> S5 )

Punjab. 63 of his verses find place in
J —  the Guru Granth Sahib of the Sikhs.

l \( _ Ve *\ ANA— L
[ oA N 14th ¢ - Vidaypati composed the
( r , n )C '\ > Padavali in a mix of old Maithili and
: - Brajbhasha at the court of Raja
Shivsingh of Tirhut, in Bihar region.

Lalvakh by saint-poet Lal Ded had
D Ay [| LEAFA the earliest and most profound

R Bl A " 4{ Sl () influence on Kashmiri language and
/ l, L% ({ ( culture. Later, Sheikh Nur-ud-din’s

IAAA— X A ANT: o 0 e k-f”/(_h* M verses had a deep influence on the
: o - ()N religious and cultural life of Kashmir.
/ ) .- . ‘\,\,/1_,_ . Muslims called him Sheikh-ul-alam
m b \‘-/ L=~ '/‘G: % —— = .

‘ ] and Hindus, Nunda Ryosh.

v \NELTAVY ) Madhuravijaya, a historical poem,
X 7 was written by Ganga Devi, queen of
: ,‘ \ : z oA \' N A King Kampana, ruler of Vijayanagara
‘ ( A . Cn c B ' and the earliest poetess of the post
| (- » p ~ ? Vedic period.

' N % o Mo~y =CAYV \CA
\ A O~ f;’ - et ol - g /Lf e ' Chokhamela was a poet of the
' - downtrodden Mahar community. His
4 — abhangs were the first articulation of
AAMN— , g5 a dalit voice in Marathi. Janabai, a
N {/ 3 low-born housemaid, contemporary
> P O £ p< / of Jnaneswar, also wrote abhangs.
- \ W, e ' Her images were from everyday life.

) 4, AN A—ena— V3 g - B v 15th ¢ - Kabir was a saint poet
€ iy | i and there are conflicting dates
A ~\ ascribed to his life (1398-1468 or

- .. " IRNAAV/AR E- 1440-1518). He was a devotee of
™ r i Pu=* o T Rama and composed several simple
~ but philosophical couplets.

First consignment of
Indian tea sent to Britain 17th ¢ Birth of Bhagavatha Mela Natakam

1668 1669 1670 1671
- [ ] .
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The first person to compose songs
and sing them in Telugu was Tallapaka
Annamacharya. He composed 32,000
songs which were then etched on
copper plates and stored in vaults
hidden in the sanctum sanctorum of
the Venkataramana temple at
Tirumala. Of these only 13,000
compositions have been discovered.

Narasinha Mehta is known as the
father of Gujarati poetry. He wrote
about 1600 poems.

Tiruppugazh by Arunagiri
composed in Tamil, in praise of Lord
Muruga has 1307 stanzas heavily
peppered with Sanskrit words.

16th ¢ - Purandaradasa was a poet
saint who wrote in Kannada. The
songs carried elements of social
criticism and enjoyed popular support.
Many consider them the source of
‘modern’ Carnatic music.

Everybody knows of Mirabai. But
many do not know she sang in a mix
of Braj, Rajasthani and Gujarati.

The bhakti movement contributed
to the growth of devotional literature.
Surdas wrote Sursagar which
comprised verses and couplets to
Krishna. Tulsidas’ Ramcharitmanas
was written in Avadhi, the common
man'’s tongue. In Assam
Baikunthanatha Bhagavata
Bhattacharya, thought of as the
father of Assamese poetry, wrote
Katha Gita, possibly the finest prose
rendering of the Bhagavad Gita in any
regional language.

Krishnadasa Kaviraja Goswami, a
Vaishnavite scholar from Bengal, took
10 years to write Chaitanya
Charitramrita in Bangla. On its way
from Vrindavan to Bengal, the
manuscript was stolen and
Krishnadasa died of heartbreak.

LJ‘Q Mh
. /1—,@__ Y SN

1658-1707 Aurangzeb encourages procurement and Francois Martin
painting of rare birds and animals: zebra, ostrich, etc  founds Pondicherry

1672
-

1673
-

1674

1675
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7> /O i—eél ; Nyt f f ' In 1557, the first printed book in

U - - | : el Goa was published by a Jesuit

— i ¢ ./ - missionary Joaode Bustamanti. The

) " v o A— v @ { A ; printing machine supposed to go to
‘f’ v ) 9 il : - = Ethiopia was accidentally unloaded at

Goa in 1556 and stayed there, So

o [ ; WE S . Vs books came to be.
Y~ ¢ £ '. 1 . | P (!' » LA { o\

p ) el o~ ' 1 17th ¢ - Tukaramgatha by Tukaram
‘ ) _ | oA is a collection of over 4,500 abhangs
! | " Y/ 7 with a uniform use of letters in a line

- - /) ; ' and a flexible rhyme scheme.

| { ' Dasabodha was the magnum opus of

nze “anot aint and social worker

L K(_L @ ﬁa adasa. It took him 50 years to

Q,d _f) LY % W complete his work and it contains his

observatlons- hilosophical, spiritual,

[7AVd @ /2 d socio-political,

) o ¢ o ’L}‘VLW”]
O\/) - N & )Z In 1650, came the first adaptation
¢ /‘C ~ of a Sanskrit work into a western
N e 5”0 A v o)

language — Dutch. This was a

F / o () collection of lyrics by the poet

~] L_V\A )» 2 dhdnts Bhartrihari (7th o)
Qo ) 'f\‘f": —— I ﬂ)«CﬁL_‘* |

f«" / - /{‘ - / s O e L Guru Gobind Singh, one of the

. (oA S\E - -fr e ’:}X Sikh.Gurus, wrote the ballad Chandi

' -k i 7 di Vaar. Martial poetry was a special

( - genre in Punjabi poetry and this one
was martial poetry at its best.

|‘ Lu-( N

|I" -~ }
l-‘-- P F/H ; vy 'f‘f\C Mughal emperor Shahjahan's son
A oA Dara Shikoh was more writer than
warrior. He translated parts of the
( N~O 0D eaNT _."'?;, Upanishads from Sanskrit to Persian
RS \ I~ S before his involvement with the war
}; — e of accession.
R 20 S i

-".-w\_ !“-"‘”'Y D /- J__;__/LCA,MV(
2 ; s da™ralas Palandumandana by playwright
N, A AL /' Harijivana Mi t of
X oAl jivana Misra, court poet o

) f b i / Ramasimha of Jaipur, was a come
J J ( ™ ) I~ LAl 7

1 { )y e o about the food habits of people from

N/ < ) ) — - ] | _\CA~y different parts of India with characters
T , v oo L~ 7 named after different kinds of food!

— / -

EIC gets ng s permission to mint ‘rupee’ Designation of ‘Chief Justice'  1677-80 Shivaji builds
and ‘pice’; first coin minted in Bombay introduced in India by Britich S 1 O
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18th ¢ - A roving Assamese monk,
Chakrapani Bairagi Atai, wrote the life
stories of Sankaradeva, Madhavadeva
and other Vaishnavite saints of Assam
in Guru-charita-katha using an oral
narrative tradition.

Heer Waris Shah, a poem by Waris
Shah about the romance of Heer and
Ranjha, is based on real happenings
during Akbar’s reign. This poem is the
most popular version of this tale.
\Waris Shah painted an acccurate
picture of Punjabi life. He himself
loved a Hindu girl called Bhagbhari,
but his love was unrequited. His
mausoleum in Pakistan is a place of
pilgrimage for those in love.

Sachal Sarmast Jo Chunda Kalam
5 a collection of Sindhi sufi poems
written by Sachal Sarmast, a
pseudonym for Abdul Wahab.

‘Sachal Sarmast’ meant one who was
divinely inebriated. He would recite
his highly popular poems while
disciples listened and wrote them

down in Sindhi, Hindi, Urdu, Punjabi,

Persian and Arabic.

Baladev Ratha wrote his magnum
opus Kishore Chandrananda Champu,
comprising 34 Oriya songs with short
poems and prose pieces in Sanskrit.
He used words from Persian, Hindi,
Bengali and Telugu, combining them
with Qriya to give this work a special
place in Indian literature.

About 200 bakhars - historical
literature — in different forms are
known to have been written during
the Maratha regime. Bakhars like
Bhausahebanch Bakhar, by Krishnaji
Shamrao not only record history but
use the Marathi language forcefully.

St Mary's thurch built in Madras; Aurangzeb moves
- first church in India open to alf
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19th ¢ - Mirza Asadullah Khan

- Ghalib was the greatest classical Urdu
-~  poet. Known for his ghazals and

' letters, he was misunderstood in his
day but today enjoys unrivalled
popularity.

QS he most definitive history of Urdu
poetry and the single most influential
source book for anecdotes, judgments
and historical theories about Urdu
poetry is the Ad-e-Hayat by
Muhammad Husain Azad.

20th ¢ — Kamparasam by C N
Annadurai is important seen in the
context of the Dravidian movement in
Tamilnadu. Annadurai argues against
Kamban'’s Ramayana, which he
interprets as the story of an Aryan

[ — M l ,_L\) @ king who treacherously destroyed
&rry

Dravidian supremacy.

Aaj Akhana Waris Shah Noo
u&py Amrita Pritam is an immortal work
on Partition. In the poem she

‘ challenges Waris Shah to write the
stories of Punjabi girls — all

untraceable Heers, who paid a huge
price during Partition.

/ ‘ M/}/ R. K. Narayan‘s Malgudi is the
l" ¥ ) most recognisable little town in Indian
, q A A\ fiction. The writer's ceuvre spans
AN {] R 7 / ] /}\ fiction, essays and short stories. His
Guide is the first book by an Indian

é_ : ! A:e ‘-Z—’CL, Lr? ,\D — _’D ﬂﬁ; . writer in I?nglish to win the Sahitya

fﬁj

Akademi award. Since then many
Indians writing in English have

their own.

I ]L:_;_, ‘ ; k'" 9"' l ubhshed and won acclaim, along the
S ¥ : z ~way making the English language .

D (A4 yA f‘“pr[ e
\ DA 1A d O e v s

~ | N outpouring of the poet’s feelings
xdi—N." /1 4, ) } m /\) about Gurkha soldiers who fought a

?Z‘ \ H - j) I/ a7t war not their own, but as
v z mercenaries. The poet feels that the

p L \\ ( I;/ b H__ | unique identity of the Gurkhas had
\ ] ) =Af L been rendered absurd and valueless

in the context of their sacrifices.
on the warfront.

Madras first Presidency to be chartered as a
Municipal Corporation with a Mayor's Court

1684 1o i S
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_Peasant uprisings in medieval
India arose mainly against imposition
of land revenue but later became
protests against class and caste
inequities. In the 1330 Doab rebellion
against Muhammad bin Tughlag,
poorer peasants were wiped out
financially. As heavy taxes on
peasants cut into the zamindars’
shares, they too were provoked into
joining in. This was a prelude to the
Jat peasant revolt in the late
17th-early 18th c, headed by a long
line of zamindars. With this, the Jat
zamindari grew, but the lot of
ordinary peasants remained the same.
Some uprisings united with religious
movements started by Namdeo, Kabir
and Raidas because their teachings
stressed social equality — free of ritual
and caste.The Satnami peasant revolt
of 1672 in Narnaul, Punjab, was for a
monotheistic, casteless society,

The Bhakti movement which
began in the south, moved into
Maharashtra and Bengal in the

7th ¢-10th ¢. Ramanujacharya,
Madhvacharya and others spread the
spirit of bhakti through their works
and travels. Between the late
15th-early 16th ¢, Chaitanya founded
a sect which influenced Bengali

religious life. This movement was not

militant in its view of social reform.
Within the sphere of devotional
practice, it rejected caste distinctions
and promoted equality. .

Ram Mohan Roy, the great

social reformer of the 18th £
_attacked the Hindu system of
idolatory, its mythology and cult, and
through the Brahmo Samaj, taught
the worship of one God. Using the
regional language press, he hit out
against the condition of women in
Hindu society. He fought a
successful campaign against sati and
child marriage, and campaigned for
women’s education.

Mughal emperor Muhammad Shah
dies, his son Ahmad succeeds

1748



Early 19th ¢, Henry Derozio

Lé) started a movement called

I Young Bengal which propagated
e - ?

.ﬂ\l\. <2 nationalism. Its members attacked

orthodoxy by discarding the sacred

thread, eating beef and showing
contempt for Hinduism and what

they called 'half-liberals’
like Ram Mohan Roy.
é s e

Govind Phule set up the
Satyashodha Samaj. He started
Is for girls and untouchables,
and homes for widows' children. The

anti-brahmin movement gathered
(SRAN _/ steam when he began to train
non-brahmins to perform vedic rites.

The maharaja of Kolhapur state

(Maharashtra) helped by reserving
50% of civil service posts for
non-brahmins and opening schools
for them.

The Santhal and Munda

rebellions rose in protest against
brutal supression by colonial
administration — the dikus. The tribals
resented the intrusions in their lives.
Their relations with the forest were
disturbed, lands were usurped and
taxed. The massive uprising of 60,000
Santhals in the Bhagalpur-Rajmahal

[ Ty dL' ‘ area of Bihar in 1855, was crushed.

-~ T Lj{{‘.}_ R M/é—— Birsa Munda, a leader of the Munda

LG ’ ——— ( l/t' \ng/'- tribesmen of eastern India led a revolt

Y C ’J(M 5 m/ in 1899-1900 to establish Munda rule

( "‘8 EM{ in place of the dikus. His rebellion

{ (_/(,J.,\J\J-I v é/r_?g—\but he became a legend.

N -~ ) wm/!-aﬂ’“’"’ The labour movement was part of
MK p (= [ 0

a the swadeshi upsurge. Leaders
"-grganised trade unions, strikes, legal

(/J Q/ Jr ? % La— {L:hqu'({ aid and fund collection. The All india

¥rade Union Congress was formed in

' - - 1920 with Lala Lajpat Rai as its first
= o f/ President. Communist influence in the

trade union movement became
strong by the end of 1928. Between
1937 and 1939, the number of trade

M {)\ﬁ;\/ 7 . E/ unions increased from 271 to 562.
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(NBA) is a mass movement involving

_ d’\/‘f—ed e /f /\j-,/:./\“y( L\SJ The Narmada Bachao Andolan

various organisations — It was at first

A€ YV~ ! LJ not so much opposed to the dam, as

Il ~ to the equitable settlement of the

AN & e :5\/;5 people to be displaced by it. But in
\ - the next few years, the full impact the

) ) l/‘/\{ dams would have became clearer. The

activism of the NBA has forced

B ~f~ , 777 foreign governments and funding

—‘Y\/'\/ | ¢ { AAA & 2 s ;
NN / LI > agencies to review the projects and
J T FI £ . - withdraw loans. The NBA filed a writ
\ /‘ ad f( (= l/(’ { ——R— ) petition in the Supreme Court
T ™) , questioning the whole basis of the
7 V) — o - Sardar Sarovar Dam and sought a stay
} / _ v i AN (_oar~=C }\/ on the construction. But in February
- € -% !/}/(/\ o ol 1999 the Supreme court suddenly
L v [ AN ()M?}p( £ Q‘vmﬂed the stay on the construction
A & ass? _en e of the dam. The struggle continues
" against displacement of people who
/) . - N . : lived there for years.
P 1P z(\ A/ ) = z\ ANAA— have lived there for years

/ . AL
/( \ - \ Pudukottai district in Tamilnadu
Ay | \J / h ] [ ¢ ~F¢N2 made a mark when all the women
/ ,\‘ D —2=_ u/l( A f w there took up the challenge to learn
I‘ NV ' . to read and write. They also learned
'S ¢ i _
! o > A " LeanCs to ride bicycles as symbolic yet
v ke C 2 ,/( /] ‘*-"\p r 0 {— Al Q\pra_ctical proof of their emancipation.
, - |\ : The women working the quarries
- ) } AN AT there were earlier employed only as
. L T\ S A / = AN

" - l-f il )\(’) /((_;Y, -— L ~——coolies. Being part of the literacy drive
‘_ : v _ ( Y\‘ l_ helped them take up quarrying on
\/ ey ann f)\ AN \, L/ < their own. Their battle against
o 7 \ H D) V \6" ’L discrimination on the basis of class,
J,‘ r } *""1( ? SN 0 ) Bk St — caste and gender has not ended, but

[~ Y

,'iﬁ'if__i’,l L ,W

S PE: -y

| I

A7l . |
f ) 1’ N -

=
r-‘-I'J

,\” 4“ /“)t w-M
174

-
?,-6

1768

WwWoitv &4

-
l")

-

1769

\‘f-r /\/ !Z k,} inﬁlj\’vb‘w"’z/g/-B

the fight has begun.

\kulam, Tamilnadu,

——f *
~T f,) % C ,“vx—«\"’\ v l’have met with a lot of resistance. The

- Social Action Movement, the
— e Workers' Development
oI L ir o the Peace Association for

l 1{:

1770

jal Action and the National
iance of Peoples Movements,
involving farmers and fishworkers are
L_ part of the anti-Koodankulam

\C\;I
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Akra near Calcutta C U'VW-C“)

177

mobilisation eﬁorts. ]

oy
b






.i MHWW oS ey V@Cm — |

| %KN &~ m;gf‘;aﬁ?b ‘1;5% A u—@,{,\)

‘f A fais— B e e
¢ a%§j Algarmen dno.

v @F&M &wmb %wfp

2N LM‘—

VW 2 (L\A_Q,&\»—L»——-l
.L[ﬂ&:LU‘ ?}ams& ‘)(:(W‘LL“«'&-

\ J‘Jr‘v d\/L" V\NR(BXM‘- + LM e
7\ Laner st (A e 6T
' ﬁﬂff) Q’(*\/\J""‘ m O\JV'V\ O —~ :'J

h indig g starts First newspaper, First Muslim madrasa 1779-1845 Baladev Ratha writes

fcmryse annada Hicky's Bengal Gazette Ca r:utta, sefup v Hastings ‘Kishore Chandrananda Champu’
1780 1782 1783 J

ph ety g



o s~ B i o
Aanes (wlphr % Fp—

ﬁ C@V\M J’Z:“:‘““ wam
7 PR HAN A

A core— ?A}OAA%, # kvvﬁ-fz“ob‘—«‘ ;"D
| 8 ﬂ%jf;\

/\(\/WA’U“S”Cﬂz Lo o~ &’Y)w\/(»-?i

CJT:M (2,, , | Yom Kippur () / World Post Office Day

nff)""wki’\/\%( B"\@Wo\y A— W‘\n.u,ﬁ'"c,@w{_
{ B "

Vet Eorth TN, o) e ()



i OCTOBER -

World Music Day ’ ' W

A




ocToBer 218 H v B 7

UN Day for Natural Disaster Reduction

W ‘ - =T
Sutcot (J) / World Standards Day

W World tht? Cane Day
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