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istics of the word success is that it

has no clear definition. Sure, the dic-
tionary states a literal meaning forit,but the
parameters of success are different for each
individual, thus making it both an eluding
and engaging concept. For many, success is
the completion of a target, an achievement
of what one had set out to do.But there are
others who believe, success is nothing buta
synonym for happiness; doing what makes
one happy rather than pursuing goals in
search i of
happiness. Could success then be the eter-
nal conflict between the heart and mind?
Doing what you want or wanting what you
do?
“Eor me success is achieving my goals. Set
targets, try hard to get there, and ifl manage
to accomplish the task, then | consider my-
self successful,” says Roshan Matharu, a stu-
dent of Khalsa College. What about intangi-
ble achievements, such as one’s relationship
with family or emotional growth? Does one
S e t
targets for them as well?“You doneed toas-
sess your emotional quotient from time to
time,” replies Matharu, adding, “But it really
is a matter of how you look at the role of
emotions in your life. For me, | would rather

One of the most endearing character-

pursue material
achievements.”
While it may make sense  to.

L

measure your success by material gains, it
can also breed a spirit of unhealthy compe-
tition, making people adopt unscrupulous
means in their endeavor to achieve what
they desire. More over, rivalries can take
ugly turns, one may go
overboard in their eagerness to pip some-
one for the post,and all sortsof undesirable
consequences can arise.Do the ends justify
the means?“Certainly not,"replies accounts
student Harsh Bafna, “Distinguishing be-
tween right and wrong is more important
than the mere achievement of your goals. |
may want a lot of money, but if it has been
garnered through incorrect means, it will
take away from my sense of achievement.
Thus, | look at success as doing something
you will not regret later or look back at with
the thought,'what if?"”

Then, there are those who believe that suc-
cess is not about what you achieve, how
much money you have or what your status
is in society. For them success is not a des-
tination, but a journey.”l look at success as
the realisation of my potential. Whenever |
feel that | have reached a certain level, |
raise the bar higher, and this way | continu-
ally strive to become a better person,” ex-
plains Venance Roche. One advantage of
this mind set is that it eliminates the com-
placency factor. Often, once a goal is
achieved, one often tends to take things
lightly from there on and reston the laurels

32| Sull
8| 29|
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'lose focus,
lose everything'

T'S very difficult to define success. Success is what you
I work towards, and put in your everything for. That's when

you achieve something, or go anywhere near to achieving
it. Success, for me, is a combination of focus and hard work.
Once you lose focus, you lose everything.
There have been quite a few turning points in my life. The first
one was when | got a scholarship from the Sports Authority
of India. But it was when | got an offer to play professionally
for Calcutta Club that | decided | wanted to make a career of
football.l started playing soccer
at four. So football was always a
passion, whichl wanted to turn
into my profession.
My formal education hasn't re-
ally played a role in my profes-
sion, but | still feel it is essential.

T

succsss MANTRA

.| It gives you more options and
‘1. you always have something to
fall back, if you don't succeed .
Luck also plays an important
role by bringing you at the right
place at the right time, But luck comes into the picture only
when you have done your bit. And it is only when you enjoy
what you do, that you would have the urge to work hard.
I'm not a spiritual person.But it is only my hunger to succeed
that has seen me through. I'm scared of failure, because you
play to win. But failure doesn't scare me so much that | can't
learn from it. In sports, you may be good, yet you can have
bad matches and miss plenty of goals. But | never look back,
| only look forward to a new match.That's why | have mostly
taken criticism positively.

I'm often asked if | feel bad about the fact that football does-
n't enjoy the popularity that cricket does in our country. But
one needs to be realistic in life. If cricket is what most people
are interested in, you can't change their mind. Instead, one
can work toward youth development programmes and make
the nation identify with the game,

My message to the youth would be to enjoy what they are
doing, for that's the only way they can achieve something in
life.ltdoesn't pay to blindly follow others. Passion is of the ut-
mostimportance. Parents, who play a major role in shaping a
child's future, shouldn't pressure their children, but identify
their strengths.

As told to Piali Dasgupta
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