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taproot india

MONDAY
JAN'2001

1

The golden bird. The independent

republic. The partitioned nation.
The largest democracy. The land of
diversity. The country of divisions.
The next superpower. The centre
of chaos. The emerging giant.
The sleeping tiger.

: India is a nation with many

identities. A nation that is
continuously growing, morphing.
And as she changes; constantly,
insistently, we too become 2
part of her story.

We stand by her as she struggles
to fix her flaws and mend

the chin_ks in her armour. As_she
falls, picks herself up and dusts
herself off.

We walk with her every step
of the way as our nation fakes
the path towards a future where
she will emerge stronger,
more powerful.

And we help her prepare. For we
know that tomorrow definitely
has her name written on it
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viemories of a Gandhian childhood

Vhat it was like to grow up in the midst of the freedom struggle.
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LT B !
token of love for them, with Lord Finayaka
as a glorious witness. The great epic,
Mahabharata authored by Fvasa. was
scripted by Lord Finayaka himself. It is
again, only he who scripted the fruitful
version of benefits aimed at materialising the
over-all welfare of the society consisting of’
all sections of people. For this merciful actof

) A

Lord Vinavaka, | wish to offer him my
heartfelt gratitude on behalf of the people of
my State, And 1 salute to him with folded
hands in deep reverence, In the future also, I
wish all my beloved people should live with
success and progress in leaps and bounds.
Certain unexpected events in the national
and international economie scenario has had

€A the start of any auspicious ritual eve
2ods worship Lord Vinavaka. T'Iwy‘ pra;
him to present them with victory. Such
di’wne power is Lord Vinavaka. With his
lﬁind blessings only, all the Projects and
Schemes heralded by our government

sueceeded in multiplying the welfare of the |

people in this State. T am extremel

that the fruits of development are}:hl;:ggy
reachmg_ﬂx.e people. With the help of his
grace. this is the Government administered
bg,f the people to their own advantage and
wishes. Therefore, on this auspicious day, 1
solemnly and humbly dedicate this Power to
those very people who conferred it on us,asa

o

before, cherished to felicitate the people
with peace and prosperity. [ desire that alp |
Tetugu people in the State should lead their, |
lives with comprehensive comforts, with |
the ways of welfare and the complete health

benefits through 'Rajiv Aarogyasri'

programme. On the occasion of Finavaka |

Lord Vlnaya'k'a“ rls the witness....

PEOPLE GAVE US POWER, WE DEDICATE IT TO THEM

gsfoall - 100004

impact even on our State. We are hence |
sparing no effort, with a heart of
commitment, to extricate our people from
the intricacies of those consequences. At this
juncture, 1, by heart. word and deed, do
entreat the first god of any worship. Lord
Vinavaka to cast his endless spells of
kindness on all our future endeavors as

o® O

Chayithi, 1 once again wish happiness and
warin greetings 1o 15 crore of Telugu people

inA.P, and all over the world.9® |

Yours affectionately.
i
4 i

(1)

'

|
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The Sacred Elephant

To You whom the
wise exclaim
as the single-syllabled,
Supreme sound,
stainless and peerless,
bliss, formless,
unconditioned —
the Indweller in
the core of
sacred tradition —
to that H
Primeval One i bow
in adoration.

Adi Shankara,
Ganesha Bhujangam
o
May we worship
Ganapati,
the Protector of
Noble People,
the Best Poet,
the Most Honourable,
the Greatest Ruler and
the Treasure of

all Knowledge. i
i O Ganapati! Please |
listen to us
and take Your seat
: in our heart.
' Rig Veda 2.23.1,
An invocation to i
Lord Ganapati

-

!
4

i
£
i
H

3
e

i The elephant is a ;
! sacred animal for many 5
: oriental cultures and
carries a great amount |
: of symbolism. It also is |
i one of the sacred ‘
. treasures of Buddha, |
: and according to ;
Buddhism it isa
celestial animal. It is |
| Seen as a representation !
of morals and dignity as |
- well as it can help people
having good luck... |
According to the |
oriental traditions and |
feng shui, the elephant 3’
symbolises power, |
strength, wisdom
i and longevity, §
i Jakob Jelling, !
L ,?Ijﬁeiz\gShuiC‘raz_ncomW%
: ek
Z

i
g
i

i

E i TS

i 2 Pra T o
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The Image Of Ganesha
And Its Meaning

Kishore Asthana

An elephant’s trunk has the
strength to uproot a tree as
well as the finesse fo pick up a
needle. Ganesha’s trunk symbo-
lises the fact that the wise person
has both immense strength and
fine discrimination.

Ganesha has large ears. The
wise person hears all. He has
four hands. In one hand he holds
alotus, the symbol of enlighten-
ment. In the other hand he
holds a hatchet. That is, the old
karma — all your sanskars, the
accumulated good and bad of
past deeds — get cut when
enlightenment comes.

The third hand
holds laddus, the round
sweet-meats. They are
the rewards of a wise
life. Ganesha is never
shown eating the

THE

one and ourselves an integral
part of the whole,

Ganesha is shown sitting
with one foot on the ground and
the other resting on his knee,
above the ground. The wise
person is of this earth, yet not
entirely of this earth.

Ganesha is shown seated
on a rat. The reason for saying
that Ganesha ‘rides’ on the rat
is that the rat is among the
greediest of all animals. Tt will
keep nibbling at whatever is
available, eating everything
it can.

Scientifically, too, the rat’s
teeth keep growing and it
has to keep chewing
on something to keep
these within limits. The
rat is a symbol of
our senses, which are
never satisfied. They
crave new experiences,

laddus. The wise man new tastes, Left un-
never partakes of the SPEAKING controlled, they keep
rewards of his deeds. TREE growing forever. The

He is not attached
to them. The fourth hand is
shown blessing the people. The
wise man wishes the best
for everyone.

Ganesha has only one tusk:
the other is shown broken.
There is an interesting story
as to how Ganesh happened to
get an elephant’'s head and
how one tusk got broken. The
symbolism of the broken tusk
is that the wise person is
beyond duality.

We tend to think that we end
when our bodies end in the
material world. We are the first
person. All else is different. This
duality is created by the mind
which creates the ego to help
us survive in this world. This
‘me-other’ duality is the screen
keeping us from realising our
real Self, which is beyond body
and mind.

Once we transcend this
duality, we see the entire Uni.-
verse as a single whole and
we become aware of our true

} Selves. The single tusk of Ganesha

symbolises this non-duality.
Wisdom allows us to see all as

wise person rides on
his senses. He keeps them
under control.

Ganesha is often shown
seated in front of a tray of
sweets. In these images the
rat is shown sitting in front of
Ganesha, perhaps a bit to one
side, looking up at him. The
senses of the wise person
are under his control and the
rat dare not eat the sweets
without the permission of
Ganesha.

Ganesha is the son of Shiva
and Parvati, the God governing
the life-force and the earth-
mother. This symbolises the spir-
it and body of the wise
person. Finally. the wise person
has the dignity of an elephant.

When we say “Aum Gane-
shaya Namah” before starting
anything what we are saying
is that “In what we are about
to do, let wisdom be our
guide”. In a sense, Ganesha is
our most powerful god, and
he is usually remembered
before starting any rituals for
other deities.

E-mail: asthanal@yakoo.com
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LEAD WITH LANGUAGE

WITH RAPIDLY SHRINKING ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL BARRIERS IN A GLOBALISED WORID,-IT
HAS BECOME IMPERATIVE TO LEARN A FOREIGN LANGUAGE, PROPOUNDS DEVYANI JAYAKAR

right? Well, that’s not en-

tirely true. According to the
World Fact Book, only 5.6 per
cent of the world's total popula-
tion speaks English as a primary
language.That number doubles
when people who speak English
as a second or third language
are counted. Hence, by conser-
vative estimates, over four-fifths
of the world's population does

Everyone speaks English,

into other perspectives on inter-
national siteations and current
events. A person competent in
other languages can bridge the
gap between cultures, con-
tribute to |nternational diplo-
macy, proniote national security
and world peace, and success-
fully engaje in international
trade.

from other job applicants and in-
crease your marketability to po-
tential employers. Companies
that plan to do business abroad
have a dire need for bilingual or
multilingual employees.To com-
pete internationally, they need
employees who can communi-
cate in the places where they do
business.

ADDITIONAL SKILLS

Apart from linguistic and cultural
proficiency, knowledge of a for-
eign language tells a potential
employer something about the
kinds of skills and abilities you
possess, like flexibility in learning
and thinking, an appreciation of
diversity, awareness of global
perspectives, and the ability to
interact effectively with people
of different backgrounds.

Combining language study with
preparation in another field
leads to numerous career oppor-
tunities in the diplomatic corps,
education, travel and tourism, air-
lines, government and call cen-
tres, as well increasing opportu-
nities for translators, interpreters,
cacial workers iournalists, engi-

tors, lawyers, law enforcement
personnel, counsellors, copywrit-
ers and voice over artistes, to
name just a few. Knowing a for-
eign language makes a differ-
ence in how you see the world
and the world sees you.

As Federico Fellini, Italian film di-
rector said,’A different language
is a different vision of life

-
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