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Jews For Racial and Economic Justice (JFREJ) and its political action arm, The Jewish Vote, 
are frequently cited as representatives of the liberal New York Jewish community. However, 
JFREJ and its extremist policies are rejected by huge swaths of New York Jews. Citing JFREJ 
as proof of Jewish attitudes on any issue is tokenism and should be avoided. 

Here are 10 things you should know: 

1. JFREJ is Tiny 

• JFREJ claims a membership of 
4,500 New Yorkers. This 
represents less than half of one 
percent of New York City’s 
960,000 Jews. 

2. JFREJ is Fringe 

• According to the Anti-Defamation 
League, JFREJ “isn’t 
representative in any way of the 
majority of the Jewish 
community.” 

3. Politicizes Antisemitism 

• JFREJ opposed the New York City 
Council’s passage of resolution 
number 487, a bill whose only impact was to recognize End Jew Hatred Day in the 
City of New York. Only two of the council’s 51 members voted against the resolution.  

4. Received Public Funds from a Member 

• While serving on the city council, Brad Lander, a member of JFREJ, funneled tens of 
thousands of dollars from taxpayers to fund the organization.  

 

 

 

Screen shot from JFREJ's Facebook page, May 2024 

https://forward.com/opinion/514618/an-honest-conversation-about-jfrej/#:~:text=JFREJ%20has%206%2C000%20members%2C%20of%20whom%204%2C500%20live%20in%20New%20York.
https://www.ujafedny.org/news/uja-federation-of-new-yorks-2023-jewish-community-study-of-new-york
https://www.jta.org/2022/07/29/ny/adl-condemns-ny-progressive-group-jews-for-racial-and-economic-justice-as-out-of-touch
https://x.com/JFREJNYC/status/1652020938114842624
https://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=6013733&GUID=A49CC8DC-1C90-4635-BDFC-9ED562840173&Options=&Search=
https://nypost.com/2024/05/04/us-news/anti-israel-campus-protest-backers-got-2-7m-in-nyc-council-pork/#:~:text=Most%20of%20the%20pork%20%E2%80%94%20%2460%2C000%20%E2%80%94%20was%20dished%20out%20by%20Comptroller%20Brad%20Lander%20from%202016%20to%202019%2C%20when%20the%20Democratic%20socialist%20was%20still%20a%20Brooklyn%20councilman.
https://nypost.com/2024/05/04/us-news/anti-israel-campus-protest-backers-got-2-7m-in-nyc-council-pork/#:~:text=Most%20of%20the%20pork%20%E2%80%94%20%2460%2C000%20%E2%80%94%20was%20dished%20out%20by%20Comptroller%20Brad%20Lander%20from%202016%20to%202019%2C%20when%20the%20Democratic%20socialist%20was%20still%20a%20Brooklyn%20councilman.
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5. Seeks to Abolish Prisons and the Police  

• JFREJ has frequently called to defund the police, and states that, “We are ultimately 
organizing to abolish the NYPD.” According to JFREJ, “#AbolishICE must mean 
Abolish Prisons and Abolish Police.” 

6. Unconcerned with Safety 

• JFREJ opposed increasing funding in 2024 for the Nonprofit Security Grant Program, 
a government initiative that supports physical security enhancements to nonprofit 
organizations that are at high risk of terrorist attack, such as synagogues, Jewish 
community centers and schools. 

7. Weaponizes Health Matters 

• JFREJ exploits concerns about COVID to oppose legislation that would make it 
illegal to wear a mask to conceal one’s identity while committing a crime.  

8. Disrupts Civic Life 

• JFREJ has repeatedly blocked traffic on New York’s roadways, causing disruptions to 
emergency services, increased risk of accidents, and potential harm to public safety 
and the economy.  

9. Opposes Defense Aid for Israeli Civilians  

• On the night of October 7th, 2023, while rockets were falling on Israeli cities and 
Hamas terrorists were inside of Israel, JFREJ mobilized to end defense aid to Israel. 

10. Minimizes Concerns about Antisemitism  

• Despite recent violent attacks on Jews all over the country, JFREJ claims politicians 
are using antisemitism as a “political cudgel.”  
 

 

This document is available for download at www.jewishmajority.org/10things-jfrej. 

https://x.com/JFREJNYC/status/1277807092980690944
https://x.com/JFREJNYC/status/1267093156891447297
https://www.jfrej.org/campaigns/freedom-to-thrive/holding-police-accountable#:~:text=We%20are%20ultimately%20organizing%20to%20abolish%20the%20NYPD
https://x.com/JFREJNYC/status/1279450196485824518
https://www.jfrej.org/congress-reject-increases-to-the-nonprofit-security-grants-program-and-affirm-your-commitment-to-fighting-antisemitism-and-all-forms-of-white-supremacist-violence-through-community-based-non-carceral-approaches
https://www.jfrej.org/news/2025/02/jfrejs-2025-priorities-endorsement-criteria#:~:text=Reject%20carceral%20and%20police%2Dbased%20responses%20to%20antisemitism%20and%20hate%20violence.%C2%A0For%20example%2C%20we%C2%A0oppose%20expanding%20hate%20crime%20charges%2C%20and%C2%A0mask%20bans%2C%20which%20are%20both%20ineffective%20at%20decreasing%20hate%20violence%20while%20further%20restricting%20peoples%E2%80%99%20freedoms.
https://x.com/JFREJNYC/status/1744374305192861829
https://x.com/JFREJNYC/status/1728868288183300398
https://x.com/JFREJNYC/status/1641925436669059073
https://www.statnews.com/2024/01/19/clogged-arteries-the-unseen-cost-of-road-blocking-protests/
https://www.instagram.com/jvpny/p/CyHjV2bNpXi/
https://x.com/JFREJNYC/status/1917355884772000137

