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 Section B – About Sprayed Foam  
 

Spray foam insulation – also called spray foam or spray polyurethane foam (SPF) – is an alternative to 
traditional building insulation. It is sprayed into position, then expands and sets to form an insulating 
layer.  

 

 

A typical sprayed foam installation in a roof space 

 

There are two types of sprayed foam, “cl sed cell  and open-cell”: 

Closed-cell foam sets in to a so d structure containing individual sealed gas pockets. This makes it a 
good insulator, however it does not allow trapped moisture to escape either. 

Open-cell foam forms a tr cture o  interconnected pockets, meaning that gasses can move through 
the foam. This reduces its performan e as an insulator but does allow trapped moisture to escape.  

Whilst kept dry, the timbers that form a roof structure can last for hundreds of years, however if they 
become wet enough they may tart to rot or attract wood boring insects. Moisture can enter the roof 
space either as rain penetrating the external coverings, or as humidity created by normal everyday 
activities such as washing, cooking etc.  As long as there is sufficient air movement around the timbers, 
any excess moisture will evaporate.  

Unfortunately, incorrectly installed sprayed foam insulation can prevent this essential evaporation, 
ultimately raising the moisture content of the timbers to the point where they become edible to a host of 
moulds and insects.  

The issue is further complicated because the spray foam itself prevents examination of the timbers. It is 
this uncertainty that affects a lender’s decision to lend on the property. 
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