A RESOLUTION SUPPORTING AND ENCOURAGING THE CONTROL OF INVASIVE PLANT SPECIES ON STATE PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY

WHEREAS, invasive species, including noxious weeds and non-native invasive plants, present a significant threat to the environmental, economic, and agricultural health of the State of Missouri, by reducing biodiversity, destroying native habitats, increasing wildfire risks, and damaging infrastructure; and
WHEREAS, state public highways, roadsides, and rights-of-way act as corridors for the introduction and spread of invasive species, which can spread from roadside to adjacent agricultural, public, and private lands; and

WHEREAS, the management of invasive species is most effectively achieved through vegetation management, which combines mechanical, chemical, biological, and cultural techniques to achieve long-term, cost-effective control; and

WHEREAS, proactive stewardship, such as using certified weed-free seed and mulch, and cleaning equipment, is the most economical strategy to prevent the establishment of new infestations;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of [                    ] hereby requests that the Missouri Department of Transportation: 

1. Prioritize Invasive Species Management: Incorporate invasive species control as a high-priority component of all routine, emergency, and contracted roadside maintenance and construction projects.

2. Adopt Vegetation Management: Utilizing best management practices to prevent the growth and spread of invasive species for long-term affect.
.
3. Ensure Regulatory Compliance: Prohibit the use of known invasive species in landscape design, erosion control, and revegetation efforts along public rights of way.

4. Strengthen Partnerships: Work collaboratively with State of Missouri Department of Agriculture and State of Missouri Department of Natural Resources, local agencies, and landowners to develop joint, multi-jurisdictional control efforts.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City of [                  ] supports these control measures, including acreage treated, budget utilization, and reduction in targeted species.

PASSED BY THE CITY COUNCIL AND APPROVED BY THE MAYOR THIS________DAY OF________________2026.
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