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The year is 2017. What does that mean for you? While there has been continuous
advancement in technology, science, medicine, and knowledge, will your life exhibit
advancement this year? Many individuals still feel like they are stagnant when it
comes to personal growth and progress while others are searching for their purpose.

Indeed, we have entered a new year on the Gregorian calendar. Some have entered
2017 with much anticipation, hope and excitement. Still there are others dreading the
days ahead due to the political climate, fear of the unknown, and increased world ten-
sions. The truth of the matter is there are things beyond our control and our immediate
environment. However, we gain much ground when we learn to become silent, listen
and focus in on what it is we are called to do on this Earth. Everyone has relevance
and purpose for their existence----including you reading this article.

Although we live in a world estimated to be approximately 7926.42 miles in diameter
with currently approximately 7.5 billion people, God still had you on His mind when He
created you. He knows who you are and everything about you, even more intimately
than you know about yourself. How can one be so sure? If you believe the Bible, you



can see it clearly. Think about this for a moment. If | develop a secret recipe for a dish
that | create, then | will know every single ingredient contained in that dish and its com-
plete composition. Thus, the creator of mankind knows everything there is to know
about the human being He fashioned and breathed life into. God is omniscient which
means He possesses the foreknowledge to know history before it occurs. Isaiah 46:10
states fADeclaring the end from the beginning

are not yet done, saying, my counsel shall st
Let us examine some biblical exampl es. Jerer
in the belly I knew thee; and before thou camest forth out of the womb | sanctified thee,

and | ordained thee a prophet unto the natio

birthed from the womb of his mother and consequently ordained him for his purpose on

earth---a prophet to the nations. Despite reservation and self-doubt, Jeremiah ac-

cepted the call and remained faithful in his commission even in the face of stiff opposi-

tion. Therefore, today you can be confident that when you tap into the call and pur-

pose on your life, God has already equipped you with what you need to carry out that
assignment. Although it is inherent to human nature to sometimes fear and doubt their
capabilities, do not become crippled by this paralyzing mindset. | John 4:4 reminds us

that nAnégreater i s He that is in you, than He
declares Al can do all things through Chri st

Another example we find is Samson, who was chosen before conception (Judges 13:3
-5). The angel of the Lord appeared to the mother of Samson who happened to be
barren at the time and gave her specific instructions regarding her diet and the child
she was going to bear. Samson was chosen and his purpose was to deliver the peo-
ple of God from their oppressors (the Philistines). There are plenty of other biblical ex-
amples including Abraham (Genesis 12: 1-3), Cyrus (Isaiah 45), and John the Baptist
(Luke 1:7-17). Maybe you are thinking | am not called to be a renowned prophet like
Jeremiah or a Hercules like Samson but you must take inventory closely and realize
that there is something that God has placed down inside of you that is unique to only
you. Consequently, no other vessel will have the impact or effectiveness that was de-
signed solely for you. What is the gift or gifts resident in you? How does this interplay
with your purpose? Therein, you will also find your relevance in the earth because
relevance and purpose parallel one another. What you have down on the inside has
been predestined to potentially transform lives and ignite positive change.

Il n 2017, do not get di stracted with #fAdistrac
mute the inner voice that comes to guide. Do not let the external interrupt your internal
wavelength with Jesus Christ. Do not shortcut the time you spend with God. Prayer-
fully study the word of God, meditate on it daily and communicate with your creator in
prayer. Ask Him to let His spirit have free rein within. If you nurture your relationship



with God, it will grow. Guess what else will happen? You yourself will grow not only
spiritually but holistically. In Him is the pathway of life and where true, lasting happi-
ness is found (Psalms 16:11). The more time you spend with God the more you will
learn about yourself. The spirit of God will iluminate intrinsic qualities, behaviors (good
or bad), and habits within. Our mores are not all the time in agreement with the pre-
scribed guidelines outlined in the word of God. Therefore, it is needful to have divine
enlightenment through His spirit and His word. How can we properly and effectively
walk in our divine purpose if our character does not align with that destiny? Your char-
acter should reflect what God has said about you. God says you are the righteous-
ness of God in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:21); He chose you in Christ before the founda-
tion of the world to be holy and unblemished in His sight in love (Ephesians 1:4); and
you are His friend when you obey Him (John 15:14). These are just a few biblical illus-
trations that display how much God love and value every single individual that He cre-
ated. You have immense purpose and relevance that can only be discovered and
maximized by having a personal relationship with Him.

As we move forward in the year of 2017, move forward with renewed faith and hope in
Jesus Christ. Be confident that if His eye is on the sparrow and he clothe the lilies of
the field, surely, He will take good care of you. Allow Him to unleash that divine pur-
pose and relevance that you have in the earth in a new way. This gigantic world is
waiting to receive your indelible imprints.
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