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The Garden Today 130 yards long



Why it matters
From SAG MORAINE, a native 
plant organization in the 
southwest suburbs
https://sagmoraine.org

All Life Depends on Pollination

The process of pollination is an essential part in the reproductive cycle of plants. 
Virtually all seeded plants, trees, flowers and vegetables require pollination to 
produce and reproduce.

ÅMore than 150 food crops in the US depend on pollination. 80% of the world food 
supply depends on pollination. All crops produce larger, more flavorful and more 
abundant fruit when pollinated.

ÅPollination is key to the reproduction of wild plants that produce oxygen and 
ǎŜǉǳŜǎǘŜǊ ŎŀǊōƻƴΦ tƭŀƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ άƭǳƴƎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊǘƘέ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜ Ǉƻƭƭƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ 
perform this crucial role.

ÅPollinated plants help to purify water and prevent erosion through roots that hold 
the soil in place.

ÅThe water cycle that supports all life depends on pollinated plants to return 
moisture to the atmosphere.

ÅWhile not our only pollinators, bees are the most efficient.



American Lady
Hosts: 
Common Mallow
Pearly Everlasting
Pussy-Toe

Monarch
Hosts: 
Showy Milkweed 
Balloon Milkweed
Nectar:
Coreopsis
Salvia

Black Swallowtail
Hosts: 
Rue
Parsley
Fennel
Dill

Viceroy
Hosts: 
Willow Trees
Aspen Trees
Nectar:
Goldenrods
Asters
Thistles
 

Eastern Tailed-Blue
Hosts: 
White Prairie Clover
Purple Prairie Clover
Nectar:
Coreopsis
New England Asters

Giant Swallowtail
Hosts: 
Rue
Prickly Ash Shrubs
Nectar:
Candytuff
Salvia

Eastern Tiger Swallowtail
Hosts: 
Willow Tree
Sweetbay Magnolia Tree
Chokecherry Shrubs
Nectar:
Candytuff
Chaste Tree

Plantings to attract the 
most common 
Butterflies  in Illinois
Å Hosts Plants: where butterflies lay 

their eggs and where caterpillars feed
Å Nectar Plants: where butterflies and 

other pollinators feed
Many of the other Host and Nectar 
plants these species need already exist in 
the WEAR Garden

Common Buckeye
Hosts: 
Snap Dragons
New England Asters
Wild Petunia
Nectar:
Coreopsis

Red-Spotted Purple
Hosts: 
Willow Tree
Aspen Trees

Painted Lady
Hosts: 
Common Mallow
Globe Thistle
Nectar:
New England Asters
Globe Thistle

https://gardenswithwings.com/butterfly/american-lady
https://gardenswithwings.com/butterfly/monarch
https://gardenswithwings.com/butterfly/black-swallowtail
https://gardenswithwings.com/butterfly/eastern-tailed-blue
https://gardenswithwings.com/butterfly/giant-swallowtail
https://gardenswithwings.com/butterfly/eastern-tiger-swallowtail
https://gardenswithwings.com/butterfly/common-buckeye
https://gardenswithwings.com/butterfly/red-spotted-purple
https://gardenswithwings.com/butterfly/painted-lady


New Native 
Trees and 

Shrubs added 
thanks to a 
grant from 

Wild Ones

Trees & Shrubs 
that not only serve 
as Host and Nectar 

plants for 
Butterflies but are 
sources of food for 

birds 

Buttonbush
Hosts plant for: Various moth species
Its unique flower are a nectar magnet for butterflies and other 
pollinators .

Coralberry
Hosts plant for: Sphinx Butterfly 
Pink flowers become coral-red berries in autumn. Berries persist through 
most of the winter providing color in winter landscape.

New Jersey Tea Bush
Hosts plant for: Azures and Duskywings butterflies

Besides being a host plant, itôs a fragrant rich nectar plant for 
many butterflies, pollinators and hummingbirds.

Spicebush
Hosts plant for: Spicebush Swallowtail
.ŜŀǳǘƛŦȅ ȅŜƭƭƻǿ ŦƭƻǿŜǊǎ ƛƴ ŜŀǊƭȅ {ǇǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƎǊŜŀǘ Cŀƭƭ ŎƻƭƻǊΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ŜȄŎƭǳǎƛǾŜ 
host for Spicebush Swallowtails, probably the cutest caterpillars anywhere.



Maple Leaved Viburnum
Hosts plant for: Spring and Summer Azure
In addition to being a butterfly host plant its nectar and pollen feed bees and other pollinators and its fruit
provide a wintertime food source for birds. 

Prairie Willow Tree and Pussy Willows
Hosts plant for: Striped Hairstreak, Mourning Cloak, Red-spotted Purple & Viceroy
!  Ƙƻǎǘ άƪŜȅǎǘƻƴŜέ Ǉlant for 299 species of butterflies & moths.One of the earliest blooming trees they provide 
critical pollen and nectar for early emerging spring bees. (Willow tree will be in back and not visible in front)

Nannyberry Viburnum
Hosts plant for:  Spring Azure
In addition to being a butterfly host plant it provides a wintertime food 
source, and year-round help to insects and wildlife. 

Serviceberry Tree
Hosts plant for: Red-spotted Purple & Viceroy Butterflies
One of the earliest blooming trees in Spring, its of special value 
to native bees and songbirds



Missouri Ironweed
Hosts plant for: Parthenice Tiger Moth
LǊƻƴǿŜŜŘΩǎ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘǎ ƛǎ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ōǳǘǘŜǊŦƭȅ ŀƴŘ ǇƻƭƭƛƴŀǘƻǊ ƴŜŎǘŀǊ 
magnet in late summer when other nectar sources are 
fading.

Yellow Coneflower
Hosts plant for: Silvery Checkerspot
²ƘƛƭŜ ŀ Ƙƻǎǘ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ŦƻǊ ƻƴƭȅ ŀ ŦŜǿΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ƴŀǘƛǾŜ ǇǊŀƛǊƛŜ ƴŜŎǘŀǊ 
magnet for pollinators and in important seed source for Finches

Wild Lupine
Hosts plant for:  for the endanger Karen Blue & Eastern Tailed-
Blue
In addition to being a butterfly host plant it provides a 
wintertime food source, and year-round help to insects and 
wildlife. 

Lead Plant
Hosts plant for: Eastern Tailed-Blue & Silver Spotted Skipper
! ǘǊǳŜ ǇǊŀƛǊƛŜ ǇƭŀƴǘΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ŀ YŜȅǎǘƻƴŜ tƭŀƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŀ 
host for dozens of different pollinators

Pussy Toe
Hosts plant for: American Lady
A ground cover like native prairie plant the distinct flowers for 
male and female plants.

Others included:
ÅNasturtium

ÅDill 

ÅBlackeye Susan 

ÅSunflowers

ÅToothache 

ÅAnise Hyssop 

ÅBallon Flower 

ÅCardinal Flower 

ÅViolets

ÅWild Golden Glow 

ÅWild Senna Plant 

ÅPoppies

ÅSnap Dragons



Creating a Pocket Meadow: Revitalizing the 
south hill corner
In 2022 the hill was cleared out of lilies infested with weeds and then 
solarized. In late Fall the hill side was seeded with a wide selection of 
native and annual flowers to create a pocket meadow.

Additional Planting at top of hill or wall Include:
ÅNative variety of Dutch Pipevine Hosts plant for: Dutch Pipevine Swallowtail
ÅNew Jersey Tea Bush Hosts plant for: Azures and Duskywings butterflies
ÅSweet Bay Magnolia Hosts plant for: Eastern Tiger Swallowtail 

Muddle Pond:
ÅBuilt small retaining wall to move the muddle pond further up the hill to be in a sunnier location.
Å.ǳǘǘŜǊŦƭƛŜǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŘǊƛƴƪ ǎǘǊŀƛƎƘǘ ǿŀǘŜǊ ōǳǘ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ƭƛŎƪ Ƴƻƛǎǘ ƳǳŘŘȅ ŀǊŜŀǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŀƭǎƻ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘ 

minerals and nutrients.  The muddle pond is a mix of sand, soil, horse manure and sea salt. The 
pond is kept moist during the day by a water timer. Muddle ponds are visited mostly by just males 
who then transfer the nutrients to the females during the mating process.



Creating a Pocket 
Meadow: Revitalizing 
the south hill corner

Meadow flowers include:
Å Baby Blue Eyes
Å Baby Snapdragon
Å Baby's Breath
Å California Poppy
Å Coreopsis
Å Cornflower
Å Drummond Phlox
Å Evening Primrose
Å Five Spot 
Å Forget Me Not 
ÅCƻǳǊ hΩŎƭƻŎƪ CƻȄƎƭƻǾŜ 
Å Lemon Mint 
Å Purple Coneflower 
Å Red Poppy 
Å Rose Mallow
Å Scarlet Flax 
Å Sweet Alyssum
Å Sweet Pea 
Å Sweet William 
ÅWild Columbine 
Å Purple & White Prairie Clover
Å Missouri Ironweed
Å Yellow Coneflower
Å Butterfly Weed
ÅWild Bergamot (Bee Balm)



Winter Sowing
Å Most natives require cold stratification so great way to get 

started



Rose Milkweed (Swamp Milkweed) 
Asclepias incarnata 
A Perennial native to North America, 
found in damp to through wet soils 
but is now commonly cultivated as a 
garden plant.

Common Milkweed 
Asclepias syriaca 
 !ǎ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘǎΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ 
Milkweed that most people know 
and for generations was thought of 
ŀǎ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ŀ άǿŜŜŘέΦ

Butterfly Weed 
Asclepias tuberosa
Known as butterfly weed because of the 
butterflies that are attracted to its color and 
its copious nectar. It is also Host plant to 
many other pollinators besides Monarchs.

Tropical Milkweed (Annual)
Asclepias curassavica
Originates from Mexico but is hugely 
popular in US as its also a great Nectar 
plants besides being a Host plant.

Milkweed 
within the 

WEAR 
Garden

Essential to the life of the 
monarch, weõll expand the 
collection of Milkweed 
varieties

Showy Milkweed
Asclepias Speciosa
A perennial like Common Milkweed 
but prized for its brilliant spherical 
clusters of fragrant stary flowers. 
Nectar for Hummingbirds and Bees. 

Whorled Milkweed
Asclepias erticillata
A variety with very skinny leaves each 
plant can have 20 clusters of white 
flowers that are a feast for many 
pollinators.

New

Winter Sowing 
not Successful 

this year


