May 31, 2026
Holy Trinity Sunday

St. John Lutheran Church
Pastor Ann M. Auten
20012 J Road
Athol, Kansas 66392
Cell Number (402) 469-2191
aauten64@gmail.com


mailto:aauten64@gmail.com

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

SHARING OF THE PEACE

L: The Lord be with you always.

C: And also with you.

(Congregation greets one another in the name of the
Lord.)

GATHERING HYMN (TIMELINE)
Holy, Holy, Holy pg 165 (G)

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS LBW 77

L: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of
the Holy Spirit: Amen.

L: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all
desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration
of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you
and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus
Christ our Lord.

C: Amen.

L: If we say that we have no sin, we deceive
ourselves and the truth is not in us. But if we confess
our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our
sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
[Moment for reflection]

L: Most merciful God,

C: We confess that we are in bondage to sin
and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned in
thought, word, and deed by what we have done
and what we have left undone. We have not
loved you with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we
may delight in your will and walk in your ways,



to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

L: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to
die for us, and for his sake, forgives us all our sins.
As a called and ordained minister of the Church of
Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to
you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.

C: Amen.

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of
God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all.

C: And also with you.



KYRIE LBW 78
(ACCOMPANIMENT IS ON EACH SLIDE)
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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A For the peace from a- bove, and forour sal-vaton, let us pray to the Lord.
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A Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gra-cious Lord A - men



HYMN OF PRAISE LBW 81
This Is the Feast (TIMELINE)

A This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le - lu - ia.

Wor- thy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us
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GREETING (ACAPELLA)
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The Lord be with you. i And al - so with  you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

ALL: Almighty and everlasting God, you have
given us grace to make the confession of a
true faith. We acknowledge your glorious
eternal Trinity, and we adore the unity of your
majestic work. Defend us by this faith from

all adversity and opposition to your way;
through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT READING

Genesis 1:1-2:4a

L: The First Lesson is from the 1st chapter of
Genesis.

1 When God began to create the heavens and the
earth, 2 the earth was complete chaos, and darkness
covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God
swept over the face of the waters. 3 Then God said,
“Let there be light,” and there was light. 4 And God
saw that the light was good, and God separated the
light from the darkness. 5 God called the light Day,
and the darkness he called Night. And there was
evening and there was morning, the first day. 6 And
God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst of the
waters, and let it separate the waters from the
waters.” 7 So God made the dome and separated the
waters that were under the dome from the waters
that were above the dome. And it was so. 8 God
called the dome Sky. And there was evening and



there was morning, the second day. 9 And God said,
“Let the waters under the sky be gathered together
into one place, and let the dry land appear.” And it
was so. 10 God called the dry land Earth, and the
waters that were gathered together he called Seas.
And God saw that it was good. 11 Then God said,
“Let the earth put forth vegetation: plants yielding
seed and fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear
fruit with the seed in it.” And it was so. 12 The earth
brought forth vegetation: plants yielding seed of
every kind and trees of every kind bearing fruit with
the seed in it. And God saw that it was good. 13 And
there was evening and there was morning, the third
day. 14 And God said, “Let there be lights in the
dome of the sky to separate the day from the night,
and let them be for signs and for seasons and for
days and years, 15 and let them be lights in the
dome of the sky to give light upon the earth.” And it
was so. 16 God made the two great lights—the
greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to
rule the night—and the stars. 17 God set them in the
dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, 18 to
rule over the day and over the night, and to separate
the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was
good. 19 And there was evening and there was
morning, the fourth day. 20 And God said, “Let the
waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let
birds fly above the earth across the dome of the
sky.” 21 So God created the great sea monsters and
every living creature that moves, of every kind, with
which the waters swarm and every winged bird of
every kind. And God saw that it was good. 22 God
blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and
fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on
the earth.” 23 And there was evening and there was
morning, the fifth day. 24 And God said, “Let the
earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle



and creeping things and wild animals of the earth of
every kind.” And it was so. 25 God made the wild
animals of the earth of every kind and the cattle of
every kind and everything that creeps upon the
ground of every kind. And God saw that it was good.
26 Then God said, “Let us make humans in our
image, according to our likeness, and let them have
dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds
of the air and over the cattle and over all the wild
animals of the earth and over every creeping thing
that creeps upon the earth.”27 So God created
humans in his image, in the image of God he created
them; male and female he created them. 28 God
blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and
multiply and fill the earth and subdue it and have
dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds
of the air and over every living thing that moves
upon the earth.” 29 God said, “See, I have given you
every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all
the earth and every tree with seed in its fruit; you
shall have them for food. 30 And to every beast of
the earth and to every bird of the air and to
everything that creeps on the earth, everything that
has the breath of life, I have given every green plant
for food.” And it was so. 31 God saw everything that
he had made, and indeed, it was very good. And
there was evening and there was morning, the sixth
day. 2 Thus the heavens and the earth were finished
and all their multitude. 2 On the sixth day God
finished the work that he had done, and he rested on
the seventh day from all the work that he had

done. 3 So God blessed the seventh day and
hallowed it, because on it God rested from all the
work that he had done in creation. 4 These are the
generations of the heavens and the earth when they
were created.



L: Here ends the reading.

PSALM 8
L: We will read the Psalm responsively.
1 O Lord, our Sovereign,
how majestic is your name in all the earth!
You have set your glory above the heavens.
2 Out of the mouths of babes and infants
you have founded a bulwark because of your
foes,
to silence the enemy and the avenger.
3 When I look at your heavens, the work of your
fingers,
the moon and the stars that you have established;
4 what are humans that you are mindful of
them,
mortals that you care for them?
5 Yet you have made them a little lower than God
and crowned them with glory and honor.
6 You have given them dominion over the
works of your hands;
you have put all things under their feet,
7 all sheep and oxen,
and also the beasts of the field,
8 the birds of the air, and the fish of the sea,
whatever passes along the paths of the seas.
9 O Lord, our Sovereign,
how majestic is your name in all the earth!

NEW TESTAMENT READING

Acts 2:14a, 22-36

L: The Second Lesson is from the 2nd chapter of
Acts.

14 But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his
voice and addressed them, 22 “Fellow
Israelites, listen to what I have to say: Jesus of



Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with deeds
of power, wonders, and signs that God did through
him among you, as you yourselves know— 23 this
man, handed over to you according to the definite
plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and
killed by the hands of those outside the law. 24 But
God raised him up, having released him from the
agony of death, because it was impossible for him to
be held in its power. 25 For David says concerning
him, ‘I saw the Lord always before me, for he is at
my right hand so that I will not be shaken;

26 therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue
rejoiced; moreover, my flesh will live in hope.

27 For you will not abandon my soul to Hades or let
your Holy One experience corruption. 28 You have
made known to me the ways of life; you will make
me full of gladness with your presence.” 29 “Fellow
Israelites, I may say to you confidently of our
ancestor David that he both died and was buried,
and his tomb is with us to this day. 30 Since he was
a prophet, he knew that God had sworn with an oath
to him that he would put one of his descendants on
his throne. 31 Foreseeing this, David spoke of the
resurrection of the Messiah, saying, ‘He was not
abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh experience
corruption.” 32 “This Jesus God raised up, and of that
all of us are witnesses. 33 Being therefore exalted
at the right hand of God and having received from
the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, he has
poured out this that you see and hear. 34 For David
did not ascend into the heavens, but he himself says,
‘The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit at my right hand,

35 until I make your enemies your footstool.”

‘36 “Therefore let the entire house of Israel know
with certainty that God has made him both Lord and
Messiah, this Jesus whom you crucified.”



L: Here ends the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAIMATION LBW 83 (ACAPELLA)
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You have the words of e - ter - nal life. Al - le - lu - ia.

HOLY GOSPEL

Matthew 28:16-20

L: The gospel reading according to St. Matthew, the
28th chapter.
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16 Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the
mountain to which Jesus had directed

them. 17 When they saw him, they worshiped him,
but they doubted. 18 And Jesus came and said to
them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been
given to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit 20 and teaching
them to obey everything that I have commanded
you. And remember, I am with you always, to the
end of the age.”

L: The Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to you, o Christ.

CHILDREN’'S SERMON



SERMON
"And So It Begins”

HYMN OF THE DAY
God, Whose Almighty Word pg 400(G)

ATHANASIAN CREED
No slides — On handout

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH LBW 85

L: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ
Jesus, and for all people according to their needs.
L: Lord, in your mercy,

C: Hear our prayer.

L: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for
whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through
your Son Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen

RECEPTION OF OFFERINGS

OFFERTORY
Doxology (TIMELINE)

OFFERING PRAYER LBW 87

C: Creator God, your Spirit surrounds and
sustains us. As we offer these gifts, stir our
quiet faith into confident witness. Replace our
hesitant whispers with the courage to speak
your truth. Shape our giving into acts of
praise. We believe and pray in the name of
Jesus. Amen.

DIALOGUE LBW 88
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PREFACE LBW 88

L: It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all
times and in all places offer thanks and praise to
you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord;
who on this day overcame death and the grave, and
by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of
everlasting life. And so, with the Church on earth
and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and
join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE



L: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord
Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and
gave it to his disciples saying: Take and eat; this is
my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took
the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER LBW 91

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those

who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

(The wine is red, and the grape juice is white)
COMMUNION
SONGS DURING COMMUNION

Oceans
Nothing But the Blood of Jesus

POST COMMUNION CANTICLE LBW 92
(ACAPELLA)
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with shouts of thanks - giv - ing. Al - le-lu-ia. Al- le-lu - ia.

COMMUNION PRAYER LBW 94

L: We give you thanks, almighty God that you have
refreshed us through the healing power of this gift
of life; and we pray that in your mercy you would
strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you
and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake
of Jesus Christ our Lord Amen

BENEDICTION LBW 95
L: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make
his face shine on you and be gracious to you; the
Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
C: Amen

CLOSING SONG
You Are Holy (VIDEO)

DISMISSAL

L: Go in peace with the Father, Son and Holy Spirit,
three in one.

C: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE



You Are Holy (VIDEO- QUITELY)

ANNOUNCEMENTS

FOOD PANTRY NEEDS FOR MAY: Cereal, Oatmeal,
Hamburger or Tuna "helper meals", Peanut butter,
Toilet paper and Soups. Any food you bring will be
put to good use and will honor God as an offering
gift.

EVENTS THIS WEEK:

Join us for a good old-fashioned picnic potluck after

church to celebrate the beginning of summer! Please
bring a dish to share!

June 2 - 6:30 AM Men’s Prayer Breakfast

June 3 - @ 10:30 AM Sunporch Communion Service

@ 6:30 PM - Pastor Ann’s Bible Study - Book of Acts
June 4 - @ 9:00 AM Women'’s Bible Study

June 5 - @ 1:30 pm - Bible Study at Sunporch

Love Packages Road Trip! Let’'s Go on Mission! July
23-25 - Youth and Adults Welcome

FUTURE EVENTS: Help us Celebrate!

June 21 - Father’s Day Hymns of Praise

July 5 - Patriotic Hymn Sing

July 17-18 - Heartland LCMC District Gathering
Sign up to attend! St. John will pay for your
registration!

Registration: Forms are on the Bulletin Board

Youth Watermelon Feed Update: Plants have made
their appearance! (1” high)
Stay tuned every Sunday this summer for an update!

Scriptures for 2nd Sunday after Pentecost



June 7th

1st Reading: Hosea 5:15-6:6

Psalm 119:65-72

2nd Reading: Romans 4:13-25
Gospel: Matthew 9:9-13

Sermon Title: “The Art of Following”

PASTOR ANN M. AUTEN
CELL NUMBER (402) 469-2191
AAUTEN64 @GMAIL.COM
OFFICE HOURS- WEDNESDAYS 9AM-NOON
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