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Half of all home heating fires 
occur in December, january 

and February. 

Keep portable generators outside, 
away from windows, and as far 
away from your home as possible. 

1 in every 7 home fires and 
1 in every 5 home fire deaths 
involves heating equipment. 

Install and test carbon monoxide 
alarms at least once a month. 

Have a qual ified professional 
clean and inspect your chimney 
and vents every year. 

m 

Keep anything that can burn 
at least 3 feet from any heat 
source like fireplaces, wood 
stoves, radiators or space 

heaters. 

Plug only 1 heat-producing 
appliance (like a space heater) 

into an electrical outlet at a 
time. 

Store cooled ashes in a tightly 
covered metal container, and 
keep it outside at least 10 feet 
from your home and any nearby 
buildings. 
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Stay Safe on Winter Roads 

Whether it’s snow, sleet or ice, winter weather can cause extremely dangerous road 
conditions. In 2020, there were 374 fatal crashes, and an estimated 25,000 injury crashes that 
occurred in wintry conditions. Preparing yourself – and your vehicle – for winter weather is 
key. When winter weather creates hazardous driving conditions, stay off the roads. If you must 
drive, travel during the day; do not travel alone; keep others informed of your schedule; and, 
stay on main roads.  
  
Follow these and other tips for driving in winter conditions from the National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration (NHTSA): 
 

• Drive slowly. It is harder to control or stop your vehicle on a slick or snow-covered 
surface. Increase your following distance so that you will have plenty of time to stop for 
vehicles ahead of you. 

• Know what kind of brakes your vehicle has and how to use them properly. If you have 
antilock brakes, apply firm, continuous pressure. If you do not have antilock brakes, 
pump the brakes gently. 

• If you find yourself in a skid, stay calm and ease your foot off the gas while carefully 
steering in the direction you want the front of your vehicle to go. Continue to stay off 
the pedals (gas and brake) until you can regain control of your vehicle. 

  
Navigating Around Snow Plows 

• Do not crowd a snow plow or travel beside it. Snow plows travel slowly, make wide 
turns, stop often, overlap lanes, and exit the road frequently. 

• The road behind an active snow plow is safer to drive on because it is clear. 

• When you drive behind a snow plow, do not follow, or stop too closely. Snowplows can 
throw up a cloud of snow that can reduce your visibility to zero in less time than you can 
react. Never drive into a snow cloud – it can conceal vehicles or hazards.  

  
Learn more about winter driving with the NHTSA’s Winter Driving Tips. 
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Got a new tablet or smartphone? Visit https://www.fema.gov/mobile-app to 

download emergency preparedness apps and set up the emergency contact 

feature on your phone. 
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Wat:ch out: for 
black ice 

Use your cane 
or walker if you 
have one 

Take short ' small steps 

Wear shoes 
with good 
traction 

Make use of 
handrails when 
available 



 

~nter Wea her 
for your four-legged friends! 

to cold w eather because of their fur, but it's untrue. Like people, 
cats and dogs are susceptible to frostbite and hypothermi

 
Longer-haired and thick-coated dog breeds, such as huskies and other dogs 
bred for colder climates, are more tolerant of cold weather, but no pet 
should be left outside for long periods oftime in below-freezing weather. 

0 Provide Choices 
Just like you, pets prefer comfortable sleeping places 
and may change their location based on their need 
for more or less warmth. Give them some safe op-
tions to allow them to vary their sleeping place to 
adjusttotheir needs. 

• Play Dress Up! 

• Make Some NOisE! 
A warm vehicle engine can be an appealing heat 
source for outdoor and feral cats, but it's deadly. Check 
u ndemeath your car, bang on the hood, and honk the 
horn before starting the engine to encourage feline 
hitchhikers to abandon their roost under the hood . 

If your dog has a short coat or seems bothered by the cold weather, consider a sweater or dog coat. Have several on hand, 
so you can use a dry sweater or coat each time your dog goes outside. Wet sweaters or coats can actually make your dog 
colder. Some pet owners also use booties to protect their dog's feet; if you choose to use them, make sure they fit property. 

0 Provide Shelter 
We don't recommend keeping any pet outside for long periods of time, 
but if you are unable to keep your dog inside during cold weather, 
provide them with a warm, dry, solid shelter against wind. If you're 
able to, consider providing shelters for stray cats in the neighborhood. 

0 Be Prepared 
Cold weather also brings the risks of severe winter weather, 
blizzards and power outages. Prepare a disaster/ emergency 
kit, and include your pet in your plans. Have enough food, 
water and medicine (including any prescription medica-
tions as well as heartworm and flea/tick preventives) 
on hand to get through at least 5 days. 

~ 
thatpetplace.com Information provided by the A 11,\-fA at https:I/Www.avma.orglpublic/Pef.Care/Pages;Cold--v.eother"-pet-safery.aspx 



 

Mind your head. 
When working outdoors. wear 
a hardhat to protect your head 
against falling snow or ce and 
in the ~t that )'OV slip on Icy 
surfaces. 

Make 
yourself visible. 

Wear a reflective vest and carry 
a flashlight when working or 
walking around trucks. heavy 
duty equipment or forklifts. 

Mop up. 
Snow and iCe can melt on floors 
inside workplace ertrances, 
creating a shpptng haz•d. Post 
warning signs. place a coormat 
at each entrance and keep the 
11001' areas clean and dry. 

Drive with 
extra care. 

Equip yovr car w.th good sncw 
t~res w.th plenty of tread. Slew 
down and maintain a grealer 
distance be!WI!en yovr vehide 
and traffic ahead 

Breathe freely. 

Never operate a gasoline-pow£red 
generator or fuel-burning heater 
ondoors. If operating machirery 
with Internal combustion engines, 
don't close the bay doors to 
conserve heat. It can result in 
carbon monoxide poisoning. 

Stay warm. 
Learn the dangers 
of hypothermia and 
frostbite. In cold 
weather conditions, 
consider the wind 
chill factor. dress 
warmly in layers and 
take frequent warm· 
up breaks. 
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Be prepared. 
Pack an emergency kit In 
your vehicle, Including a fully 
charged cell phone. blankets, 
matches, a distress sign, 
flares, snacks, water. shovel, 
sand and first aid supplies. 

Don't skate 
over safety. 

Keep outdoor walkways clear 
and sprinkled w.th s.1nd. Wear 
slip-resistant footwear. take 
shorter steps and slow down 
when walking over slippery 
surfaces. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Yadkin County Fire Marshal's Office is proud to serve the citizens of Yadkin County by promoting 

the importance of fire safety through education, inspections, and investigations. The Fire Marshal's 

Office functions under the direction of the emergency services director. 

The Fire Marshal's Office is responsible for various duties, which include: 

• County Fire Inspection Program 

• Fire / arson investigations 

• Budget preparation 

• Coordination between county government and county fire departments   

• Fire prevention programs 

• Response to emergency situations 

 

Ricky Leonard, Fire Marshal 
Phone: 336-849-7915             
Email: RLeonard@yadkincountync.gov                                                                                                         

Emergency: 9-1-1 

 

 
 

 

Disclaimer:  Although every effort is made to ensure the accuracy, currency and completeness of the information, Yadkin 

County Fire Marshal's Office (YCFMO) does not guarantee, warrant, represent or undertake that the information provided is 

correct, accurate or current. YCFO is not liable for any loss, claim, or demand arising directly or indirectly from any use or 

reliance upon the information. 
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