
Sandy tails

VOLUME 6 ISSUE  2

A Daytona Dog Beach, Inc. Publication

NEXT ISSUE AUGUST 2026
 MAY 2026

Inside this Issue
Hang 8 Dog Surfing Extravaganza

Major Event Announcements

Celebrating Volunteers

Celebrating Sponsors

Community Partnerships



Table of
Contents
03 FROM THE PRESIDENT

04 HANG 8 DOG SURFING EXTRAVAGANZA

06 BEACH BUDDY SPONSOR

PAW AMBASSADOR CELEBRATION

07 SPOTLIGHT ON SPONSORS

Contributing
Writers

DEBI CAREY COURSEY
PAULA DEIGNAN-REYNOLDS
NANETTE MCKEEL PETRELLA

Board of
Directors

NANETTE MCKEEL PETRELLA-PRESIDENT
BRENDA BALAS-SECRETARY

DEBI CAREY COURSEY-TREASURER
JAMI GALLEGOS-DIRECTOR ADVOCACY 

& PARTNERSHIPS
 

13 BEACH BUDDY SPONSOR

22 SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

17 COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS

23 ABOUT US

09 BEACH BUDDY SPONSOR

10 SPOTLIGHT ON PAW AMBASSADORS

14



I also want to extend heartfelt appreciation to
our sponsors and community partners.
Businesses both local and from beyond our
area have enthusiastically embraced this
event. Their support has helped transform
Hang 8 from an ambitious idea into a true
regional event experience. We are especially
grateful to Hard Rock Hotel Daytona Beach,
Volusia County Animal Services, our event
sponsors and vendors.

Thank you for supporting our sponsors,
attending events, sharing our mission, and
believing that dogs truly belong as part of the
fabric of our beach culture.

Daytona Dog Beach, Inc. continues to grow
because of all of you. Together, we are not
simply creating events — we are building
traditions, demonstrating the power of
volunteerism, strengthening community bonds,
and creating a more pawsitive place to live,
work, visit, and play.

The best is truly yet to come~

As we head into one of the most exciting
moments in Daytona Dog Beach, Inc.’s history,
I find myself filled with gratitude and awe at
what our community continues to accomplish
together.  

Our non-profit just celebrated our 5 yr
anniversary on May 5 . What began as a
dream to create dog-friendly beach access
in Volusia County has evolved into something
far greater than we could have imagined.  We
have watched this movement grow into a
powerful example of what can happen when
passionate volunteers, supportive businesses,
generous sponsors, and an engaged
community rally around a shared vision.

th

This month, that momentum comes to life in a
very big way with the Hang 8 Dog Surfing
Extravaganza at the Hard Rock Hotel Daytona
Beach on May 31st.

To say the excitement has been building
would be an understatement. What makes
this event so meaningful is not simply the
surfing dogs, competitions, vendors, or
beachside celebration — it is the spirit behind
it. Hang 8 represents collaboration, creativity,
perseverance, and community pride. It
represents people from across Volusia and
Flagler Counties, and beyond, coming
together to support animal welfare, dog-
friendly beach access, local businesses, and
unforgettable family experiences along the
World’s Most Famous Beach.

What has touched me most throughout this
journey has been witnessing the incredible
dedication of our volunteers. Daytona Dog
Beach, Inc. and Hang 8 Dog Surfing are
powered entirely by volunteer effort. From
planning meetings and sponsorship outreach,
registration coordination, logistics, signage,
trophy preparation, and event operations,
individuals have stepped forward to give their
time and talents in extraordinary ways. 

 

From the
President
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Nanette McKeel Petrella
President

Samson, Mac & Delilah 
Daytona Dog Beach Dogs!! 
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HANG 8 DOG SURFING EXTRAVAGANZA
HARD ROCK HOTEL DAYTONA BEACH

MAY 31, 2026

Bark Bus is providing
complimentary shuttle

between Daytona Grande
Parking Garage and Event

🏖️ ON-BEACH PARKING
Attendees may utilize on-beach parking at designated Volusia County beach access ramps and
parking areas, tide and weather permitting.  Remember it is Turtle Season, so ramps do not open until
the Turtle Patrol has cleared them to do so.  
🅿️ VOLUSIA COUNTY OFF-BEACH PARKING LOTS
Additional parking is available at Volusia County-owned off-beach parking lots throughout the
beachside area.
FOR THE 2 OPTIONS ABOVE, GO TO THE LINK BELOW FOR ACCESS TO ADDITIONAL INFO ON PARK VOLUSIA
AND THE VOLUSIA BEACHES APP
https://www.volusia.org/.../beach-driving-and-parking.stml
🚐 DOG-FRIENDLY SHUTTLE OPTION
For added convenience, attendees may park at Daytona Grande Parking Garage and enjoy a
courtesy dog-friendly shuttle service provided by Bark Bus, transporting guests and their dogs directly
between the garage and the event venue throughout the day.  NOTE:  GO TO THE GARAGE FOR SELF
PARKING at 501 N Atlantic Ave.
💲 Daytona Grande Parking Garage Rates:
• $7 – First Hour
• Up to $28 – Full Day
🏙️ OTHER DAYTONA BEACH PARKING OPTIONS
Additional parking garages and privately owned parking lots are available throughout the Daytona
Beach beachside area. Hourly and daily parking rates apply and may vary by location.
🐾 We strongly encourage attendees to arrive early, allow extra travel time, consider carpooling, and
plan ahead for a paw-some day of surfing dogs, beach fun, vendors, contests, and community
celebration!
The map below shows locations of nearest Volusia County Parking Lots and the Daytona Grande
Parking Garage at 501 N Atlantic Ave.
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Spotlight on Sponsors 
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Tonya Perry, owner of Woof Gang Bakery & Grooming Daytona Beach and Woof Gang Bakery
& Grooming Ormond Beach, has always loved animals — all animals! She is a dedicated and
passionate professional committed to providing top-notch grooming services and quality
pet products.
Tonya’s passion for animals began at a very young age with her first dog, Poo Boo, when she
was just three years old. That early bond sparked a lifelong dedication to animal welfare and
care. She is married to the love of her life and has two teenage daughters who share her love
for animals. Together, they care for their two beloved dogs, Stella and Pippi.
Before entering the pet care industry, Tonya had a successful corporate career in
warehousing and logistics with third-party logistics (3PL) companies. However, after her
daughters were born, she decided she no longer wanted to return to the corporate
environment and began searching for part-time work. That journey led her to the original
owners of “Woof Gang Bakery & Grooming” locations in Ormond Beach, Daytona Beach, and
Savannah, Georgia.
Tonya served as the General Manager for six of their stores for approximately four years.
When the Florida stores became available for purchase, she knew it was a dream
opportunity. Having worked in those locations for years, she understood the business and
loved the communities they served. She purchased both the Ormond Beach and Daytona
Beach stores, allowing her to combine her love for animals with an area she had also grown
to love.
When visiting either location, guests will find handmade dog treats made with natural
ingredients. Customers and their pups can even “mix a bag” of treats from a wide
assortment of table treats and decorated cookies. “Woof Gang Bakery & Grooming” is also a
go-to destination for pup parties, offering birthday cookies, cakes, and decorations. In
addition, both stores carry a wide selection of dog food, treats, CBD calming products,
harnesses, leashes, collars, toys, and even products for cats. 

Woof Gang - Daytona and Ormond

Tonya Perry provided
interview and tour to

Paula Reynolds & Mia and
Nanette McKeel Petrella &

Deliliah!

We were welcomed by
Nancy, Sales Associate,

Ormond, Robyn, Manager
at both locations; and

Jessica, Grooming Lead,
Ormond.



Tonya says, “If you can think of it, we probably have it — or we can order it.” For pet parents
concerned about calming products, especially during fireworks season, Tonya explains, “The
products contain no harmful chemicals. Just make sure you are using the correct dosage
and, of course, check with your veterinarian.
Tonya often shares her own experiences with her dogs to help customers. Her dog Pippi, a
rescue she met while photographing shelter dogs, suffered injuries after being hit by a car.
Although amputation was suggested, Tonya chose a medicinal approach, including CBD
products, which now help Pippi move around comfortably without pain. Stella, her nine-year-
old Labrador, struggles with anxiety, hyperactivity, food allergies, and skin issues. Tonya says
many products sold at Woof Gang have been “Stella tested,” allowing her to confidently
recommend them to other pet parents.
Of course, the other side of Woof Gang Bakery is grooming. Services range from full grooming
packages — including haircuts, baths, blow drying, nail care, ear cleaning, and brush-outs —
to mini grooms, nail grinding, baths, and specialty spa treatments. Spa services include
blueberry facials, flea and tick baths, mud scrubs, oatmeal baths, and medicated baths
designed to soothe sensitive or allergy-prone skin. The Ormond Beach location has two
groomers, while the Daytona Beach store has four groomers and one grooming apprentice.
Tonya understands the unique challenges Florida pet owners face, especially those who
spend time outdoors and at the beach. “We’re seeing more dogs with skin allergies,” she
explains. “It can come from the outdoors, sun, sea, sand, or even food allergies. Sand burrs
are another issue, especially for dogs with long fur, because they can cause painful matting.”
At Woof Gang Bakery & Grooming, Tonya says their philosophy is simple: “It’s grooming with
love.” She believes every pet deserves patience, kindness, respect, and quality care. “When
you walk in, it should feel welcoming,” she says. “We want every dog — or cat, or even pig — to
be respected.” She adds with a laugh, “We do cat baths and cat nails… no pigs yet.”
Tonya is especially proud of the teams at both Woof Gang locations. Over the past year, the
stores have added talented groomers who embrace the company’s mission of “grooming
with love.” She also credits Manager Robyn and Daytona grooming lead Jen for helping the
business continue to grow and succeed. “It takes a team to make the dream work,” Tonya
says.
Woof Gang Bakery & Grooming is also proud to support Daytona Dog Beach, Inc. by helping
strengthen the local community, getting more paws in the sand, and helping pet parents
keep their dogs healthy and happy.

Spotlight on Sponsors (continued) 
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StellaStellaStella   Stella PippiPippiPippi   Pippi 
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Volunteer Spotlight: Continuing the Call to Serve

Retirement may signal the end of a career, but for Jenny and Donald Hammond, it marked the
beginning of an exciting new chapter of service.

After years in K–12 public education, both Jenny and Donald remain active in the field,
teaching online with the American College of Education. Their dedication to learning and
leadership has never wavered—it has simply taken on new forms.

That same commitment is evident in their work as Paw Ambassadors with Daytona Dog Beach
Inc. Whether they’re helping with beach cleanups or engaging with the community, Jenny and
Donald consistently show up with purpose and enthusiasm. Their efforts help protect our
shoreline while strengthening the welcoming, volunteer-driven spirit that defines our mission.

Their impact has not gone unnoticed. When the American College of Education encouraged
faculty to share their civic involvement, Jenny and Donald’s story stood out as an example of
meaningful community engagement. They were invited to participate in a featured interview,
highlighting both their professional journey and their volunteer work.

🎥 Civic Time Tales: Jenny and Donald Hammond
https://mediaspace.ace.edu/media/t/1_tpzjrtiv

They also have a business, Let’s Burn One, creating handmade, clean-burning soy candles
that are made to inspire happiness, joy and peace.  A portion of their proceeds are donated to
local animal shelters, supporting the care and adoption of animals in need of a forever home.

Their story reflects a powerful truth: giving back doesn’t have an endpoint. Instead, it evolves
alongside us, creating new opportunities to connect, contribute, and inspire.
We are proud to have Jenny and Donald as part of our Paw Ambassador family. Their ongoing
dedication makes a lasting difference—both on our beaches and within our community.
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Spotlight on Paw Ambassadors  

Welcome 
Jenny & Don Hammond 

and
Violet & Coco
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Daytona Dog Beach 
Sponsors Are Paw-some!
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Daytona Dog Beach
Sponsors Are Paw-some!
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Daytona Dog Beach Inc. brought good vibes again—this time at Ormond Garage—as we celebrated
the heart and soul of our mission: our incredible Paw Ambassadors!

From seasoned volunteers to brand-new “fresh paws,” our community is coming together once
again—united by a shared love for dog-friendly beaches and the impact we’re making together.
Our Paw Ambassadors are the real MVPs. Every cleanup, every conversation, every moment spent
educating and inspiring others leaves a lasting paw print on our beaches and in our community.

At our April celebration, we were proud to recognize all of our volunteers—and give special shout-
outs to those who went above and beyond in the 1  quarter of 2026:st

Cynthia Amoruso & Teena - Honorable mention for removing 127.5 lb of trash from our beaches. 
Debi Coursey & Dutchie – leading the pack earning the titles of Most Pawsome and Trashiest
Paw Ambassadors of the Quarter removing 280 lb of trash from our beaches. 

To every Paw Ambassador—whether you’ve been with us since the beginning or just joined the pack
—thank you. You are the reason our beaches stay clean, welcoming, and truly dog-friendly.
Here’s to celebrating YOU and continuing to put more paws in the sand! 

A special thank you goes to Brenda Balas for organizing the event, including the fun beach themed
raffle basket and delicious cupcakes. Thanks to Debbie Keese and Diane Perza for assisting Brenda
with conducting the raffle. We also thank Frank Perry, GM of Ormond Garage, Joy our attentive
waitress and the entire staff. They welcomed us with open arms and treated us to great food, drink
and a lovely outdoor patio. If you stop by with your pup, make sure to check out their dog menu and
ask for their "Good Boy Club" punch card. They are truly embracing being a dog-friendly venue, so
show them some love. And tell them you are with Daytona Dog Beach!!
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Paw Ambassador Celebration
 4-11-26



Ormond Dog Beach 
Sponsors are Paw-some!
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Ormond Dog Beach 
Sponsors are Paw-some!

 Desiree Alia Louise 5-13-04 - 10-5-18
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Latitude Margaritaville Daytona Beach
Day of Giving

Heartfelt thanks to the Latitude at Daytona Beach Foundation and the incredible residents of
Latitude Daytona Beach for your generous grant support of Daytona Dog Beach, Inc.!
We were truly honored to be invited to your Day of Giving event and to stand alongside 10 other
outstanding nonprofit organizations dedicated to making a positive impact in our community.
Your investment in our mission helps us continue creating safe, environmentally responsible,
and courteous dog-friendly beaches for residents and visitors alike.
We were proud to be represented by Nanette McKeel Petrella, President; Brenda Balas, Secretary;
Bert Petrella and Tim Balas, dedicated Beach Captains; Janett and Mark Anderson, valued
supporters and Latitude residents; and Mark and Wendy Paris, cherished Paw Ambassadors and
fellow Latitude residents.  Pictured with us is Donna Waryga, LMDB Foundation. 
Together, we are truly putting paws in the sand and making a meaningful difference. Thank you
for believing in our mission and for helping us build a more “pawsitive” community for everyone
to enjoy!
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Daytona Dog Beach Inc. is now partnering with Volusia County Schools
and is able to provide volunteer opportunities for high school students.  
Our nonprofit tracks hours for those who might be pursuing community
service hours for scholarships or other opportunities that require or
acknowledge them.  

Students will be able to fit their volunteer time into their school,
extracurricular and/or work schedules, providing lots of flexibility.  We also
encourage volunteering with friends or family, although that is not
mandatory.  

Our initial volunteer options revolve around beach cleanups, but we hope
to expand options to include other needs within our nonprofit. 

Volusia County High Schools 
 

volunteer@daytonadogbeach.org

We were excited to be part of this year’s Brownie’s Mutt Strutt, spending the day
surrounded by fellow animal lovers, community supporters, and plenty of happy pups!
Daytona Dog Beach, Inc. was proud to participate in support of the incredible mission
of the Halifax Humane Society, whose dedication to animal rescue, sheltering,
adoption, and compassionate care continues to make a meaningful impact
throughout our community.
The event gave us a wonderful opportunity to connect with attendees, share our
mission, and celebrate the special bond between people and their pets. We thank
everyone who stopped by to visit and support Daytona Dog Beach, Inc.
Events like Brownie’s Mutt Strutt remind us how fortunate we are to be part of such a
caring, compassionate, and pawsitive community.

Brownie’s Mutt Strutt
April 26, 2026
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Bam Bam’s Fundraiser
May 16, 2026

Beach Clean-up
May 16, 2026

Beach Clean-up 
April 11, 2026

The Daytona Beach Gator Club joined our Paw
Ambassadors for a beach clean-up on
International Gator Day! They removed an
impressive 19.7 pounds of trash from our
shoreline.  A big shoutout to Dawn, who
earned the title of “Trashiest” collector of the
day with 4.8 pounds gathered all by herself!
It was a beautiful morning filled with
community spirit, teamwork, and a shared
commitment to keeping our beaches clean,
safe, and dog-friendly. Thank you to everyone
who came out to make a difference! 

Thank you to Bam Bam’s for supporting
Daytona Dog Beach, Inc. with a fun fundraiser
as we continued the countdown to the Hang 8
Dog Surfing Extravaganza. We especially
enjoyed the dog parade and contest, with
Radar coming in 1st.  
We loved spending time with so many
wonderful pups, their families, and our
dedicated Paw Ambassadors. Events like this
remind us how special our dog-loving
community truly is.  Thank you Angie!!

A special thank you to Progressive Insurance for lending a helping hand at a beach clean-up. We
especially enjoyed meeting all the kids and pups joining them.  
Everyone worked so hard and together collected an amazing 45.4 pounds of trash from the
beach! Macy earned “Trashiest” Honorable Mention with 8 pounds collected, while Paul took
home the title of “Trashiest Person” with an impressive 24.8 pounds!
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Elevate your connection to our dog-friendly beach 
with our uplifting merchandise.  

Available at: 
Nicole’s Beach Street Mall,

140 N Beach Street, Daytona Beach
Experience the thrill of finding perfect gifts for yourself or others!

Fun and useful gifts for all!

Long sleeve, racerback and tanks for women.
Tanks and long sleeve for men

Hats and Visors
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In-Kind Sponsors are Paw-some!



2  Annual Ruff, Rock & Roll Poker Run
October 15, 2026

nd

Get ready to rev your engines! Shortly, we will be rolling out all the details on our 2nd
Annual Ruff, Rock & Roll Poker Run, happening in the heart of Biketoberfest! Stay tuned!

And save the date! Interested in sponsoring? Reach out by emailing
info@daytonadogbeach.org
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Paw Ambassador Celebrations

 Woof-O-Ween 
 October 3, 2026

2026 Schedule of Events

July 26  - 4-6PM at Racing’s North Turnth

October 25  - 4-6PM at Hard Rock Daytonath

We are incredibly grateful to Cutie Pawz and Woof Gang for
selecting Daytona Dog Beach, Inc. as a beneficiary of this
Woof-o-Ween fundraiser. Their support not only helps
advance our mission of maintaining and enhancing dog-
friendly beach access in Volusia County, but also reflects a
shared commitment to building a more compassionate,
connected, and pet-friendly community. Everyone mark your
calendar and start planning your costumes!

www.woof-o-ween.com



Daytona Dog Beach, Inc.
Founded 5-5-2021

1288 BelAire Drive, Daytona Beach, FL 32118
Email: info@daytonadogbeach.org   www.daytonadogbeach.org

Please join our volunteer team and become a Paw
Ambassador. Friends, Free Shirts, Fun Incentives, No

Pressure, On the Beach, With or Without a Dog!
info@daytonadogbeach.org

About Us
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Daytona Dog Beach, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) Florida nonprofit corporation, Reg. #CH65781.  We rely solely on
sponsorships, donations and fundraising.  We have multiple levels of sponsorship depending on your needs,

interests and budget.  Please contact us at info@daytonadogbeach.org for additional informaiton.

The PURPOSE of our organization is to work with community partners to promote, support and educate the public in
furtherance of safe, environmentally sound, and courteous dog friendly beaches in the Greater Daytona Beach area of
Volusia County.  

As an entirely volunteer organization, our Mission is as follows:
  

·To promote dog beaches within Volusia County where well-behaved canine citizens can exercise in a clean, safe
environment without endangering or annoying people, property, or wildlife.
·To maintain beautiful, clean, dog friendly beach areas within Volusia County, open to dog lovers and friends who are
willing to uphold the dog beaches’ rules and regulations.
·To view dog beaches as a community project in partnership with key players throughout the community, including the
County of Volusia, designed to satisfy the needs of dog owners and non-dog owners alike.
·To promote education, training and recreational activities that facilitate responsible dog ownership and better-behaved
dogs using volunteers and professionals in the animal welfare industry.

6 Tons of Trash Removed from Beaches!
From 11/1/2023 - 4/30/2026, our volunteers have collected 11,226 lbs of refuse
from the shoreline along our Ormond and Daytona dog-friendly beaches.  

When combined with the pounds gathered during multiple other beach
cleanups, a grand total of 12,752 pounds of litter has been banished from our
beloved beaches since July 2021. 

Our Paw Ambassadors and their pups continue to walk the beaches
together, cleaning up the dog-friendly beaches in Daytona.  
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