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I also want to extend heartfelt appreciation to our
sponsors and community partners. Businesses
both local and from beyond our area have
enthusiastically embraced this event. Their support
has helped transform Hang 8 from an ambitious
idea into a true regional event experience. We are
especially grateful to Hard Rock Hotel Daytona
Beach, Volusia County Animal Services, our event
sponsors and vendors.

Thank you for supporting our sponsors, attending
events, sharing our mission, We are equally excited
to welcome new members to our leadership team,
whose talents, ideas, and commitment will help
guide our next chapter.

To our volunteers, sponsors, partners, vendors, and
supporters: thank you. Daytona Dog Beach, Inc.
continues to grow because of all of you. Together,
we are not simply creating events — we are
building traditions, strengthening community
bonds, honoring the dogs who helped shape our
journey, and creating a more pawsitive place to
live, work, visit, and play.

There is so much ahead, and we are ready for it.

The best is truly yet to come~

As summer gives way to fall, I find myself
reflecting on an extraordinary season for
Daytona Dog Beach, Inc. — one filled with
accomplishment, new beginnings, heartfelt
loss, and countless reminders of how
special this community truly is.

Earlier this year, we celebrated our fifth
anniversary, marking five years since a
dream of creating dog-friendly beach
access in Volusia County became a
growing community movement. That spirit
was on full display at the Hang 8 Dog
Surfing Extravaganza at Hard Rock Hotel
Daytona Beach. Watching surfing dogs
take to the waves, families fill the beach,
vendors and sponsors come together, and
volunteers work side by side was
unforgettable. Hang 8 became more than
a competition; it celebrated animal welfare,
volunteerism, local businesses, and the
unique connection we share with our dogs.

This season has also brought profound loss.
We continue to remember Lila Bell, whose  
presence helped define the earliest days of
Daytona Dog Beach, Inc. Alongside Mac,
Samson and Delilah, Lila helped put a face
— and paws — to our effort to bring dogs
back to Volusia County beaches. We also
remember Hollee with love and gratitude.
Their absence is deeply felt, but their spirit
remains part of our story.

As we move into September and October,
our calendar is filled with opportunities to
gather, serve, and celebrate, including the  
2nd Annual Ruff, Rock & Roll Poker Run on
October 15 during Biketoberfest.

We are also looking ahead to an exciting
2027. Plans are underway for an expanded
two-day Hang 8 Dog Surfing Extravaganza
on May 30–31 at Hard Rock Hotel Daytona
Beach. We are thrilled to have launched
Hang8DogSurfing.com, giving the event its
own home, along with the new Daytona
Dog Beach app, making it easier for our
community to stay connected, support our
mission, and get involved. Daytona Dog
Beach Inc was also featured on the Canine
Culture Podcast. Check it all out!

From the
President
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Nanette McKeel Petrella
President

Samson, Mac & Delilah 
Daytona Dog Beach Dogs!! 



“Beach Buddy” Sponsor 
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HANG 8 DOG SURFING EXTRAVAGANZA
HARD ROCK HOTEL DAYTONA BEACH

MAY 31, 2026



On July 26, Daytona Dog Beach, Inc.
gathered at Racing’s North Turn to
celebrate our Paw Ambassadors and
recognize our Second Quarter “Trashiest
Paw Ambassador” honorees.

From April through June, our Paw
Ambassadors removed an incredible
1,885 pounds of trash from our beaches,
bringing our total since 2021 to 14,502
pounds—more than 7 tons!
Debi Coursey and Dutchie earned top
honors after collecting an amazing 589
pounds, while Cynthia Amoruso and
Teena were named Runner-Up with an
impressive 315 pounds collected.

Every bucket filled helps create cleaner
shorelines, safer places for our dogs to
play, and a healthier coastal environment
for everyone.

A special thank-you goes to our
Volunteer Coordinators, Debbie Keese
and Diane Perza, for handling the
arrangements for this wonderful
celebration and for all they do to support
our Paw Ambassador program.

Congratulations to our honorees, and
heartfelt thanks to every Paw
Ambassador helping us keep our
beaches clean, beautiful, and welcoming!
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Paw Ambassador Celebration
 7-26-26



Ormond Dog Beach 
Sponsors are Paw-some!

 Desiree Alia Louise 5-13-04 - 10-5-18
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This month, we’re excited to highlight Kevin and Penelope, a dynamic duo whose enthusiasm,
kindness, and community spirit make Daytona Dog Beach a brighter place for everyone -
especially their beloved Australian Shepherd, Tillie.

Originally from New York and New Jersey, Kevin and Penelope have called Port Orange home
for the past six years. Back up north, dogs were welcome on certain beaches during specific
times of year, and the couple loved attending yappy hours at local restaurants and bars. One
of their favorite memories is the iconic Greenwich Village Halloween Parade, where the
creativity of dog costumes never failed to amaze. They’d love to see more dog-friendly events
and spaces here in Volusia County, helping pups and their people enjoy life together.

Their inspiration to become Paw Ambassadors came naturally. The mission aligns perfectly
with their values: paying it forward, environmental conservation, fellowship with other dog
owners, and giving Tillie plenty of opportunities to meet new friends. Volunteering is already
part of their lifestyle - Kevin is a drummer who has supported several music-based
organizations, and together they’ve helped seniors and low-income families with small home
repairs thanks to his carpentry skills.

Kevin and Penelope plan to volunteer at least once a week, with hopes of increasing that as
time allows. Their favorite parts of being Paw Ambassadors include keeping the beach clean,
meeting fellow dog lovers, enjoying the ocean with Tillie, and exploring new areas in the
community.
Their sweet girl Tillie is a 5-year-old, 50-pound Australian Shepherd with a personality as big
as her heart. She’s adventurous, smart, incredibly friendly, and - as Kevin and Penelope put it -
she gets along swimmingly with humans and dogs alike. Tillie loves splashing in the waves,
making new friends, and showing off her oodles of personality.

Looking ahead, Kevin and Penelope hope Daytona Dog Beach remains as clean and safe as
possible, free from environmental or man-made hazards. They’d also love to see the dog
beach expand, or even establish a partial dog-friendly area in Daytona Beach Shores, which
would bring the joy of responsible, leashed beach time even closer to home.

Please join us in thanking Kevin, Penelope, and Tillie for their dedication, their kindness, and the
positive energy they bring to our beach community.
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Spotlight on Paw Ambassadors  

Welcome 
Penelope & Kevin 

Spillane  
& Tillie
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Daytona Dog Beach 
Sponsors Are Paw-some!
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From Foster Dog to Forever Family:  
Sometimes the dogs who come into our lives for what is supposed to be a short time are the
ones who were meant to stay forever.  That was Lila Bell.

In February 2021, Brenda and Tim Balas welcomed Lila into their lives through Halifax Humane
Society, intending to foster her. But Lila had other plans. Somewhere along the way, fostering
became family, and Brenda and Tim happily became what rescue organizations affectionately
call “foster fails.”  Lila Bell had found her forever home.

What no one could have known then was that Lila was also about to become part of something
much bigger—a movement that would help change the future of dogs on Volusia County
beaches.

A Face of the Fight for Dog-Friendly Beaches
Daytona Dog Beach Inc. was founded in 2021 with a dream that seemed simple but would
require years of persistence: put dogs back on our Volusia County beaches. From those earliest
days, Lila Bell was there.

Alongside Daytona Dog Beach Inc. President Nanette McKeel Petrella’s dogs, Mac, Samson and
Delilah, Lila became one of the original four-legged faces of our organization and our advocacy.

Before there was a Daytona Dog Beach, there were community meetings, festivals, outreach
events and countless conversations with people throughout our community. We had to explain
why dogs belonged on our beaches and demonstrate that dog-friendly beaches could be safe,
responsible and environmentally sound.  And again and again, Lila showed up.

With Brenda—Daytona Dog Beach Inc.’s Secretary—and Tim by her side, Lila joined Mac, Samson
and Delilah at a multitude of community events. While the humans talked about responsible dog
ownership and the dream of returning dogs to Volusia County beaches, our dogs often made
the most compelling argument of all.  They simply showed people what we were fighting for.

Every wagging tail, every friendly greeting and every person who stopped to meet Lila became
another opportunity to start a conversation. She helped turn strangers into supporters and an
idea into a community movement. She Helped Put Paws in the Sand.

Lila Bell: One of the Paws That Started It All
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Remembering Lila Bell
For those who discovered Daytona Dog Beach Inc. after dog-friendly beaches became a reality,
it may be difficult to imagine a time when bringing dogs back to our beaches was still only a
hope. Lila Bell represents that chapter of our history. She was there before the victory.

She was there when “Putting Paws in the Sand” wasn't yet something we could celebrate—it was
something we were working tirelessly to make possible.  And wonderfully, Lila lived to see that
dream come true.

She lived to see dogs welcomed back onto designated Volusia County beaches. She lived to
see something she had helped represent for years become a reality. The little foster dog who
became part of Brenda and Tim's family also became part of the history of Daytona Dog Beach
Inc.

On July 7, 2026, we lost Lila Bell.  For Brenda and Tim, the loss of their beloved girl left an
immeasurable emptiness. And throughout the Daytona Dog Beach Inc. family, our hearts broke
with theirs.

For more than five years, Lila had been woven into our story. She wasn't simply Brenda and Tim's
dog who accompanied them to Daytona Dog Beach events. She was one of us. We remember
the events. The photographs. The people she greeted. The years of standing beside us while we
tried to convince our community that dogs deserved a place on our beaches.  And now, when
we look back at those photographs from the earliest days of Daytona Dog Beach Inc., there she
is. Lila. Right there at the beginning.

There is something especially meaningful in knowing that Lila lived long enough to see the
dream she helped champion become reality. Today, dogs run across sand where dogs once
weren't permitted. Families walk the shoreline together. Pawprints stretch along the beach
beside human footprints. Lila helped make that possible.

She never spoke at a meeting. She never made a presentation or asked anyone for their
support. She didn't have to. She simply showed up beside the people who loved her and,
together with Mac, Samson and Delilah, showed our community exactly why this mattered.

That is Lila Bell's legacy.

Her story began when Brenda and Tim opened their home to a foster dog in February 2021. They
thought they were rescuing Lila. Instead, Lila became family. And then she became part of ours.

We are heartbroken that she is gone. But we are profoundly grateful that she was here—and
that for five remarkable years, her journey and ours were intertwined.

The tides will continue to wash pawprints from the sand. New dogs will come. New families will
discover the joy of sharing our beaches with the animals they love. And most of them will never
know the little dog named Lila Bell who helped make it possible.

But we will. We will remember her. We will remember that she was there when this was still just a
dream. And every time we see paws in the sand, a little piece of Lila Bell's legacy will be there,
too.



“Beach Buddy” Sponsor 
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Remembering Hollee

Page 13

This month, our Daytona Dog Beach family
says goodbye to a very special girl, Hollee,
who crossed the Rainbow Bridge at nearly
15 years old.

While arthritis slowed her down in recent
years, Hollee loved an occasional visit to
the beach. On cool mornings with a low tide
and firm, hard-packed sand beneath her
paws, she was right at home. She carefully
made her way along the shoreline, happily
collecting treats, soaking up pets from
friends, and enjoying the ocean breeze.

Together, Hollee and her younger sister,
Dutchie, gave back to the beach they loved
by sponsoring one of our doggy-bag
dispensers, helping keep our Dog Beach
clean and welcoming for everyone.

Hollee was Dutchie's first and oldest friend.
Since her passing, Dutchie has been
wandering the house looking for her sister,
a reminder of the deep bond they shared.

Hollee's paw prints remain in our hearts and
in the memories of everyone lucky enough
to have known her. She will be missed
forever and never forgotten.

Run free, sweet Hollee.

Dutchie & Hollee enjoying 
the beach together!

Excited to share Canine Culture Podcast Season 10,
Episode 3 that features Daytona Dog Beach Inc.
You can listen/watch on Apple Podcasts, Spotify or
YouTube.



2  Annual Ruff, Rock & Roll Poker Run
October 15, 2026

nd

Get ready to rev your engines! Our 2nd Annual Ruff, Rock & Roll Poker Run, will be kicking
off Biketoberfest!  Interested in sponsoring or donating raffle items? Please reach out by

emailing info@daytonadogbeach.org or call Nanette at 724 601-2824.
Sign up to ride, 2 or 4 wheels welcome!  

And all venues are dog-friendly so your “Road Dog” is welcome too!
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Paw Ambassador Celebrations
Save the Date! Invites will be sent as we get

closer to the event.  
October 25  - 4-6PM at Hard Rock Daytonath

HEADLINER SPONSORHEADLINER SPONSORHEADLINER SPONSOR



“Beach Buddy” Sponsor 
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2026 Schedule of Events
Daytona Dog Beach, Inc. will be there to welcome
you! We’re honored to serve as co-host of the
Opening Reception and hope to see many of our
Paw Ambassadors, members, friends, and
supporters.

Art that gives back! Starry Night Gallery will
generously donate 10% of proceeds from art sales
during the Opening Reception to Daytona Dog
Beach, Inc. Every piece purchased that evening can
help support our mission while supporting local
artists—a wonderful combination!

And we’re especially excited that our Founder &
President, Nanette McKeel Petrella, will serve as a
Celebrity Judge for the Juried Art Contest.
 

Join us for a joyful evening celebrating
art, animals, and community! Explore
beautiful animal-inspired artwork,
meet the talented artists, enjoy light
refreshments, and spend the evening
with fellow art and animal lovers.

The Great Daytona Beach Kiwanis Duck Race
For the third consecutive year, Daytona Dog Beach, Inc. is
participating in the Great Daytona Beach Kiwanis Duck Race,
a fun community fundraiser that supports local children’s
charities while also helping Daytona Dog Beach, Inc. continue
our mission of keeping “Paws in the Sand & Surf” here in
Volusia County.

And remember—your adopted duck isn’t just supporting two
great causes. It could race its way to a prize!  Adopt ONE.  
Adopt a few.  Challenge a friend.  Adopt your Daytona Dog
Beach Duck today:  
https://www.duckrace.com/daytonabeach/teams/13464

International Coastal Clean-Up
Daytona Dog Beach Inc will be participating in International Coastal
Cleanup with Volusia County on September 19, 2026, as a private
clean-up site.  Paw Ambassadors are welcome to join in the efforts,
between Seabreeze Blvd and Williams Ave, on the Daytona Dog
Beach.  We will be set up in front of the University Parking Lot, where
we will weigh our collections and provide some light breakfast items.  
We will set up at 7:30 am, and anticipate finishing by 10:30 am,
followed by packing up.  

  



Page 17

 Woof-O-Ween Events 
 October 2-3, 2026

2026 Schedule of Events

We are incredibly grateful to Cutie Pawz and Woof Gang for selecting
Daytona Dog Beach, Inc. as a co-beneficiary of their “Woof-o-Ween”
events. Their support not only helps advance our mission of maintaining
and enhancing dog-friendly beach access in Volusia County, but also
reflects a shared commitment to building a more compassionate,
connected, and pet-friendly community. We are excited to share the
event with our community partners, Halifax Humane Society. Everyone
mark your calendar and start planning your costumes!

www.woof-o-ween.com

Be a 
vend

or!

Be a 
vend

or!

Be a 
vend

or!   

Be a 
vend

or! Be a Sponsor!

Be a Sponsor!

Be a Sponsor!   

Be a Sponsor! 

Attend
!

Attend
!

Attend
!   

Attend
! Have Fun!

Have Fun!
Have Fun!   
Have Fun! 



Ormond Dog Beach 
Sponsors are Paw-some!
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Plans are already underway for Hang 8 Dog Surfing Extravaganza 2027.  It will be transitioning to a 2
day event.  An event website has been created and will be updated along the way.  Check it out at: 

www.hang8dogsurfing.com
We are already accepting sponsorships, which you can review on the website.  
And if you are interested in volunteering, we have lots of options to contribute leading up to the
event, during the event and after the event.  
Feel free to email info@daytonadogbeach.org with any questions. 

HANG 8 DOG SURFING EXTRAVAGANZA
HARD ROCK HOTEL DAYTONA BEACH

MAY 30 - 31, 2027

DAYTONA DOG BEACH APP 
AVAILABLE ON PLAY STORE AND APP STORE

Our Daytona Dog Beach app Is now available on Play Store and App Store. Download it now for
free. When you do, it will require approval, which will happen quickly. We encourage all to
download the app, as we believe it will provide an enhanced opportunity for you to receive
notifications and to keep informed on what's going on. We hope to provide dog-beach
information and dog-friendly community resources in the palm of your hand. Note that we are
still providing updates to the app so content will increase over time. Please be patient, and feel
free to provide constructive feedback if you have any. 

GROWING OUR LEADERSHIP TEAM
We’re excited to welcome Mariah Petrella to the Daytona Dog Beach, Inc. Board of Directors,
where she will serve as Executive Assistant, helping support our leadership team.
We’re also thrilled to have Debbie Keese and Diane Perza serving as our Volunteer
Coordinators. Their role will be especially important as they help support, organize, and
engage the dedicated Paw Ambassadors who make so much of our work possible.
We are grateful to them for stepping into these important roles and sharing their time and
talents with Daytona Dog Beach, Inc. Our organization is stronger because of the people who
choose to serve.

Mariah Debbie Diane



 Community Partnerships
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Daytona Dog Beach Inc. partners with Volusia County Schools
and is able to provide volunteer opportunities for high school
students.  Our nonprofit tracks hours for those who might be
pursuing community service hours for scholarships or other
opportunities that require or acknowledge them.  

Students will be able to fit their volunteer time into their
school, extracurricular and/or work schedules, providing lots
of flexibility.  We also encourage volunteering with friends or
family, although that is not mandatory.  

Our initial volunteer options revolve around beach cleanups,
but we to are open to expand options to include other needs
within our nonprofit. 

Volusia County High Schools 
 

volunteer@daytonadogbeach.org

Academic Oasis 2  Annual Beach Clean-upnd

Plans are underway to host our 2  Annual Academic Oasis Beach
Clean-up on the Daytona Dog Beach on November 6, 2026.

nd

Last year, we welcomed 18 of their students, who rolled up their
sleeves for a beach clean-up   Buckets were filled, and at the end we
weighed each one to crown our “Trashiest Kid” with a fun prize!
Altogether, the kids and their families picked up 26 pounds of trash
off the beach!!!  This year, their enrollment has nearly doubled, so we
look forward to seeing even more students join in.  

As an extra treat, we sponsored breakfast for all the kids at the Hard
Rock Hotel Daytona Beach to celebrate their hard work! 

We’re proud to be part of building lifelong learners who care for their
community, their environment, and each other.
  

https://www.facebook.com/HRHDaytonaBeach?__cft__[0]=AZbbG76xKC3bFhsmZ8RAt_kzAjEueh3qcsk9jawH76SyZUGnyvLJz3aqqff-bulG1GpXPpkVzaKiolpZ2-UhaFca_upfRZ3LLzpQWdECR3j8k6DgGmwBTeEXd92H4jy7uYFeqnws4FkEj06l1E-LFHqqbjDS6C01iGlivXK3a4XFScE9m_9xsehu44eGBvRmJ0xjLgEfArWDwKklW-9qZHllHGVEhWjJskSVtveyKUjzZQ&__tn__=-]K-y-R
https://www.facebook.com/HRHDaytonaBeach?__cft__[0]=AZbbG76xKC3bFhsmZ8RAt_kzAjEueh3qcsk9jawH76SyZUGnyvLJz3aqqff-bulG1GpXPpkVzaKiolpZ2-UhaFca_upfRZ3LLzpQWdECR3j8k6DgGmwBTeEXd92H4jy7uYFeqnws4FkEj06l1E-LFHqqbjDS6C01iGlivXK3a4XFScE9m_9xsehu44eGBvRmJ0xjLgEfArWDwKklW-9qZHllHGVEhWjJskSVtveyKUjzZQ&__tn__=-]K-y-R
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Daytona Dog Beach
Sponsors Are Paw-some!



 Community Partnerships
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Elevate your connection to our dog-friendly beach 
with our uplifting merchandise.  

Available at: 
Nicole’s Beach Street Mall,

140 N Beach Street, Daytona Beach
Experience the thrill of finding perfect gifts for yourself or others!

Fun and useful gifts for all!

Long sleeve, racerback and tanks for women.
Tanks and long sleeve for men

Hats and Visors
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In-Kind Sponsors are Paw-some!



Daytona Dog Beach, Inc.
Founded 5-5-2021

1288 BelAire Drive, Daytona Beach, FL 32118
Email: info@daytonadogbeach.org   www.daytonadogbeach.org

Please join our volunteer team and become a Paw
Ambassador. Friends, Free Shirts, Fun Incentives, No

Pressure, On the Beach, With or Without a Dog!
volunteer@daytonadogbeach.org

About Us
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Daytona Dog Beach, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) Florida nonprofit corporation, Reg. #CH65781.  We rely solely on
sponsorships, donations and fundraising.  We have multiple levels of sponsorship depending on your needs,

interests and budget.  Please contact us at info@daytonadogbeach.org for additional informaiton.

The PURPOSE of our organization is to work with community partners to promote, support and educate the public in
furtherance of safe, environmentally sound, and courteous dog friendly beaches in the Greater Daytona Beach area of
Volusia County.  

As an entirely volunteer organization, our Mission is as follows:
  

·To promote dog beaches within Volusia County where well-behaved canine citizens can exercise in a clean, safe
environment without endangering or annoying people, property, or wildlife.
·To maintain beautiful, clean, dog friendly beach areas within Volusia County, open to dog lovers and friends who are
willing to uphold the dog beaches’ rules and regulations.
·To view dog beaches as a community project in partnership with key players throughout the community, including the
County of Volusia, designed to satisfy the needs of dog owners and non-dog owners alike.
·To promote education, training and recreational activities that facilitate responsible dog ownership and better-behaved
dogs using volunteers and professionals in the animal welfare industry.

7+ Tons of Trash Removed from Beaches!
From 11/1/2023 - 7/31/2026, our volunteers have collected 13,968 lbs of refuse
from the shoreline along our Ormond and Daytona dog-friendly beaches.  

When combined with the pounds gathered during multiple other beach
cleanups, a grand total of 15,494 lbs of litter has been banished from our
beloved beaches since July 2021. 

Our Paw Ambassadors and their pups continue to walk the beaches
together, cleaning up the dog-friendly beaches in Daytona.  
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