Homework Assignment:  Cliffs of Winsanity Linux Challenge
Or, Troublesome Process Termination Challenge.
Access this challenge through the Winconceivable:  Cliffs of Winsanity. [image: ]
The terminal is sitting on top of the small building. [image: ]
Sparkle Redberry needs you to kill the santaslittlehelperd process.  You can see the running processes and their process IDs (pid) with ps aux, and you normally use kill <pid> to stop them.  Not in this case.
Some Hints
Sparkle has been doing research on “alias”, according to her tweets. [image: ]
So, something to do with “alias” is causing commands not to run.
Hand in 
1.  Your solution
2. A brief description of how it works.
Solution
A little searching helps us find that there are two commands related to aliases, alias and unalias. [image: ]
It appears someone has made an alias to kill, that does nothing but return ‘true’.  The command unalias will remove that.
[image: ]
Now, we just need to know the process id.[image: ]
[bookmark: _GoBack]Kill the process. [image: ]
image6.png
1f@4690a3bla78e:~$ ps aux | grep santd

1f 8 0.0 0.0 4224 636 pts/6 S  17:47 ©0:00 /usr/bin/santaslittlehelperd
1 93 0.0 0.0 11284 1096 pts/@ S+ 17:49 0:00 grep --color=auto santa
1/@4690a3bla78e:~$
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1@4690a3bla78e:~$ ps aux | grep santa
1 266 0.0 0.0 11284 928 pts/@ S+ 17:51 ©0:00 grep --color=auto santa
1f@4690a3bla7: [ ]
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Sparkle Redberry @GlitteryElf - Dec & ~
Update: | read into ‘man bash’, and | even found a section on ALIASES (starting
with "Aliases allow 2 string to be substituted for a word when it is used as the first
word of a simple commandL..]" but | couldn't even make it 40 words in before |
got all cross-eyed.
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Show this thread
Sparkle Redberry @GlitteryElf - Dec & ~

I tried “man alias’, but that doesn't even exist. It looks like maybe it's 3 built-in to
bash itself?
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Sparkle Redberry @GlitteryElf - Dec & ~
Dear #lazyweb: How do | fix a malicious alias on my Linux box? It seems to be
stopping me from killing processes...
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1f@4690a3bla7 alias -h

bash: alias: -h: invalid option

lias: usage: alias [-p] [name[-value] ... ]
1f@4690a3bla78e:~$ alias

lias alert="notify-send --urgency=low -i "$([ $? = © ] 8&& e«
Ty

lias egrep="egrep --color=auto’

lias fgrep="fgrep --color=auto’

lias grep='grep --color=auto’

lias kill="true'

lias killa! true’

lias 1="1s -CF"'

lias -A"

lias -alF*

lias --color=auto”
lias true’

lias skill="true"

1f@4690a3bla78e:~$
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1f@4690a3bla78e:~$ unalias kill
1f@4690a3bla78e:~$ alias

lias alert="notify-send --urgency=low -i "$([ $?
Ty

lias egrep="egrep --color=auto’

lias fgrep="fgrep --color=auto’

lias grep='grep --color=auto’

lias killall="true’

~—color=auto’
true’

lias skill="true’
1f@4690a3bla78e:~$





