
Welcome! Tonight's program is 
hosted by:

Prickly Ed's Cactus Patch 
Native Plant Emporium·
Your local source for the plants 
that vibrant, living landscapes 
are made of.

Opening for th e season 
April 24, 2026 !

Visit us on the web
www.PricklyEds.com for 
garden planning tools and 
inspiration!



5ƻǿƴƭƻŀŘ ǘƻƴƛƎƘǘΩǎ ƘŀƴŘƻǳǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ά²ƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎέ 
Page of our Website www.PricklyEds.com/workshop-resources 

Please note that a PDF 
of the presentation 

shared this evening will 
also be posted to this 

page tomorrow so that 
you can go back and 

review the information.





άtƻƭƭƛƴŀǘƻǊ DŀǊŘŜƴƛƴƎέ 
5ƻŜǎƴΩǘ hb[¸ ƘŜƭǇ 
Pollinators - these spaces 
are packed with 
ecological benefits.

Landscapes cared for with Pollinators in 
mind also:

ÅAre better for the health of people, 
pets, and communities!

Å Support biodiversity overall ς including 
boosts to birds and other wildlife

Å Are better for soil health

Å Have high climate resilience

Å Help protect our waterways from 
harmful chemical runoff

[ŜǘΩǎ 5ƛƎ LƴΗ



Welcome 
ǘƻƴƛƎƘǘΩǎ 
local 
experts! 



9ŘΩǎ 
Eastern 

Prickly Pear 
Cactus 
Patch
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Dr. Rachael Bonoan, The 
Providence (Bonoan) 

Pollinator Lab

https://providencepollinators.com/



Casey Johnson, URI Bee 
Lab & the Rhode Island 
Plant and Insect 
Community Network 

https://picn.rinhs.org/

https://web.uri.edu/beelab/



Kevin Ormerod, Ecologist and 
Owner of Bluestem Meadows LLC Visit: bluestemmeadowsri.com



What is ONE thing that you really hope people leave tonight 
having learned т or thinking differently about? 







What is one thing you have 
heard/seen/learned recently that has 
you especially worried about the plight 
of pollinators in particular? 

What is one thing you have heard
/seen/learned that gives you hope? 



How do Honeybees fit into all of this? 



Research 
overwhelmingly 

shows that 
urban/suburban 
άǇƻƭƭƛƴŀǘƻǊ ƎŀǊŘŜƴǎέ 
CAN have positive 

impacts.



But for the Most Benefits ς All of the 
Basic Needs of Pollinators Must Be Met!

FOOD FOR ALL 
LIFE CYCLES SHELTER

PROTECTION 
FROM HARM

CONNECTIVITY 
IN THE 
LANDSCAPE



CONNECTIVITY



Development fragments habitat! 
Rhode Island is the 2nd most DENSELY POPULATED state in the 

nation and 98.5% of land is PRIVATELY OWNED. 



Pollinator Pathways 
Create Connectivity
These Pathways Are Not Just Gardens For 
Pollinators å Pollinators Are An Indicator 
Species å When They Successfully Return, 
Other Life Can Follow

Learn More www.Pollinator -Pathway.org



Individual efforts are amplified and 
communities grow healthier when many 
people help ς and many spaces transform. 



ICEBREAKER AND REFLECTIONS!



To Support 
Pollinators at 
Home, Plant 
with Pollinators 
in Mind.


