
Welcome! Tonight's 
program is hosted by 
Prickly Ed's Cactus Patch 
Native Plant Emporium, 
your local source for the 
plants that vibrant, living 
landscapes are made of.

Visit us on the web
www.PricklyEds.com 
for garden planning 
tools and inspiration!



ά²ƛƭŘ ōȅ 5ŜǎƛƎƴέ

Tonight we are going to talk about 
creating landscapes that:

ÅConnect people and places to 
nature

ÅHave high ecological value

ÅAre uniquely individual

ÅAre rooted with abundance 
and purpose

ÅAre on-trend and future-
focused



5ƻǿƴƭƻŀŘ ǘƻƴƛƎƘǘΩǎ ƘŀƴŘƻǳǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ά²ƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎέ 
Page of our Website www.PricklyEds.com/workshop-resources 

Please note that a PDF 
of the presentation 

shared this evening will 
also be posted to this 

page tomorrow so that 
you can go back and 

review the information.



Meet
ŸPrickly 
EdŷsŹ 

Cactus 
Patch
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The focus of our 
presentation, our 

business and our own 
gardens is on using 
Native (Indigenous) 
Plants as a tool for 
building resilient 

landscapes ς HABITATS - 
that support life and 

improve communities. 



Imagery used throughout tonight's presentation is 
courtesy of the following - is used with permission and 
with their wishes that the material help inspire us towards 
more vibrant and ecologically rich landscapes.

Edwina vonGal  ̄Perfect Earth Project www.perfectearth.org

©Plantsman· Kelly D. Norris  ̄New Naturalism  ̄www.kellydnorris.com

Larry Weaner  ̄New Directions for the American Landscape  ̄www.ndal.org

Benjamin Vogt  ̄Prairie Up  ̄www.prairieup.org

Headquarters at Prickly Ed's  ̄www.pricklyeds.com

With a few random stock photos and computer drawings mixed in¹

http://www.perfectearth.org/
http://www.kellydnorris.com/
http://www.ndal.org/
http://www.prairieup.org/
http://www.pricklyeds.com/


TRANSLATE 
ς 5hbΩ¢ 
IMITATE! 



No More 
Generica 
America 
Yards



WHY?



BEST FOR You
O R G A N I C S  C O M P A N Y

There is a Shifting Understanding of How What We Do 
In Our Own Yard Impacts the Broader Ecosystem 

Rapid Loss and 
Fragmentation of 

Habitat

Dramatic Decline 
in Pollinator & 

Beneficial Insects

Devastating 
Decline in Birds 
ς Even Common 

Songbirds

Stormwater Run-
Off Causing 

Harm to Local 
Waterways

Pollutants & Toxins 
from Conventional 
Landscaping are 

Harming Health Of 
The Planet, Wildlife, 

our Pets and Us!

Green Solutions 
Help Mitigate 

Flooding Issues



What kind 
of 
gardeners 
are here 
with us 
tonight?

Never gardened

New - amateur  - but - enthusiastic gardener

Long-time gardener

Pro gardener

Master gardener

Garden clubber

Nature forward gardener

Habitat builder



Nature -Centered Gardens

The Language of Gardening å 
Shifting From Gardener to Guardian

Ornamental Gardens



WHAT ARE YOUR TOP 
TWO LANDSCAPE GOALS 
FOR THE 2026 SEASON?



Before we really begin 
ς an essential 
clarification. Creating 
beautiful ς and 
beneficial - άǿƛƭŘέ 
ǎǇŀŎŜǎ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴ 
by just letting things 
go ς by doing nothing 
ς by sprinkling some 
seeds around ς or by 
waving a magic wand. 

These spaces are built with Vision ς 
Research ς Planning ς Lots of Work & 
Lots of Plants ς and they are often built 
ƻǾŜǊ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻǊ ŜǾŜƴ ŘŜŎŀŘŜǎΧ



The idea is not to just make spaces LOOK 
ƳƻǊŜ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ƻǊ άƴŀǘǳǊŀƭƛǎǘƛŎέ ōǳǘ ǘƻ 

create spaces that are truly 
better for nature. Which in turn yields 
healthier and more resilient landscapes and 
communities.  The focus is on:

ÅAdding Native Plants

ÅEliminating Pesticides

ÅLeaving Shelter & Winter 
Habitat

ÅCreating spaces that 
reconnect you to nature right 
at home

Photo: Larry Weaner 
Design Associates



Top Garden 
Trends of 2026 
(and beyond) 
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Native Plants / Sustainable Practices

Building Health & Resilience into Landscapes

ά/ƻǊǊƛŘƻǊέ DŀǊŘŜƴƛƴƎ 

More-is-More Abundance ς Maximalist Design

Curated Wildscapes / Connection to Nature

Sensory Experiences

Softer More Sustainable Hardscapes

Edible Features



A space can look a bit wild 
ŀƴŘ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ όάƴŀǘǳǊŀƭƛǎǘƛŎέύ 
without being very resilient or 
supporting much nature at all. 



Ecologically Valuable 
Spaces are Rooted 

in Native Plants



Native Plants are fundamental to good 
ecological design. We opened our NATIVE 
PLANT Emporium because it was too hard 
for people to plant native plants when they 
ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ Ŝŀǎƛƭȅ ŦƛƴŘ όƻǊ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜύ ǘƘŜƳΦ

ÅAccording to multiple industry studies native 
plants still only account for less than 20% of 
all horticultural industry sales (which is 
double what is was a few years ago)

On average:

Å79% of plants in suburban yards are not 
native

Å30% of plants in wild areas are (non-native) 
invasive plants

Why does this matter? The plants we are used to 
seeing and using are mostly not native plants!



SO, WHAT EXACTLY ARE 
άb!¢L±9 t[!b¢{έΚ

Simply Put ς a native plant is one 
that originally occurred within a 
region as the result of natural 
processes rather than human 
intervention. These are plants that 
have evolved in a given place over a 
period of time sufficient to develop 
complex and essential relationships 
with the physical environment and 
other organisms in a given 
ecological community. 

American Groundnut

American Cranberry American Holly





Native plants have built complex evolutionary 
relationships with native wildlife over millions, 
not hundreds of years! For exampleŲ

Native Oak Trees Support OVER 500 species 
of insects, birds and mammals. They are 
g~|«sikªki ^ ê=k·«®~|k Jz^|®ë s| ~¯ª ^ªk^Î

Ginkgo Trees, imported from Asia 250+ 
years ago and widely naturalized still only 
support 1 species in the United States
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Great Places to Research 
Native Plants ƍ Our website! 
www.PricklyEds.com

https://plantfinder.nativeplanttrust.org/

Plant-Search

www.Bonap.org

https://www.audubon.org/native-plants

https://nativeplantfinder.nwf.org

NATIVE PLANT TRUST 
https://plantfinder.nativeplanttrust.org/
Plant-Search

The Biota of North America Program 
www.Bonap.org

National Audubon Society 
https://www.audubon.org/native -plants

National Wildlife Federation 
https://nativeplantfinder.nwf.org

UNIVERSITY OF RHODE ISLAND
https://web.uri.edu/rinativeplants/

https://plantfinder.nativeplanttrust.org/Plant-Search
https://plantfinder.nativeplanttrust.org/Plant-Search
http://www.bonap.org/
https://www.audubon.org/native-plants
https://nativeplantfinder.nwf.org/
https://plantfinder.nativeplanttrust.org/Plant-Search
https://plantfinder.nativeplanttrust.org/Plant-Search
https://plantfinder.nativeplanttrust.org/Plant-Search
https://plantfinder.nativeplanttrust.org/Plant-Search
http://www.bonap.org/
https://www.audubon.org/native-plants
https://www.audubon.org/native-plants
https://www.audubon.org/native-plants
https://nativeplantfinder.nwf.org/


Have you heard the buzz about the 
decline in Pollinators? 

Our native insects need 
native plants!

 Approximately 90% of native 
insects are specialists and require 
specific native plants to survive.



To learn more 
about our native 
pollinators ς how 
you can help them 
ς and why you 
should want to ς 
join us March 31st!



Creating healthy, 
vibrant, life-filled, 
landscapes means 
skipping the 
pesticides ς letting 
the landscape detox - 
and bringing things 
back into balance.



Å[ŀǿƴ ǘǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘǎ όƭƛƪŜ άǿŜŜŘ ϧ ŦŜŜŘέ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǳǊ 
step are highly toxic to pollinators and birds. 
ÅMany nursery plants are treated with pesticides 
ÅPesticides are not just insecticides they include 
ƘŜǊōƛŎƛŘŜǎ όƭƛƪŜ άάǇǊŜ-emergentsέ ŀƴŘ ŦǳƴƎƛŎƛŘŜǎ 
ÅwŜƳŜƳōŜǊ άŀƭƭ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭέ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ƳŜŀƴ ƴƻǘ 

harmful! 

Be sure to consider if you could be unintentionally 

introducing pesticides? Americans use 10x more pesticides 

in yards than in commercial agriculture! 



For nature to thrive you have to both plant AND 
maintain the space in nature centered ways! 

Day 158 of leaving the leaves and only 
good things have happened! 

Goldenrod Gall Fly in our front 
yard å a favorite snack of Downy 
Woodpeckers and Chickadees

Studies showed a 2/3 reduction 
in winged insects in landscapes 
where leaves were removed.



THIS

NOT THIS!

In practice winter habitat looks like:



With a bit of creativity that winter habitat we are often quick to toss 
away can be transformed into uniquely artistic features! 



ά/ƻǊǊƛŘƻǊ 
DŀǊŘŜƴƛƴƎέ
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Our suburban and urban landscapes are built on 
the idea of nature over there somewhere else. But 

now, people are inviting nature back home and 
want their landscapes to support that!





The pollinators who need help are our NATIVE Pollinators! 

The Rusty Patched 
Bumblebee was 
the first 
bumblebee given 
protection under 
the Endangered 
Species Act





Birds  Visit Bird Feeders å but they 
Need Native Plants to Survive!

Research showed landscapes 
w ith :

>94% Native plants are 
outstanding habitat  for birds to 
successfully raise their young

>70% Native plants 
demonstrate high fledgling 
success

<70% Native plants - food 
limited with high levels of nest 
failure 

A single pair of 
breeding 
chickadees must 
find 6,000 -9000 
caterpillars to raise 
one clutch of young!

The berries of native fruits 
offer essential nutrition 

especially in fall .





The Concept 
Behind 
Habitat 
Corridors



Neighborhoods can 
unintentionally  fragment 
habitat with roads, 
buildings, lawns, fences 
and non-native plants. 

C¦b C!/¢Χ LŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀǎ {ǿŀƴǎŜŀ ƛƴ 
England instead of Swansea in MA, a 
new development would be required 
to deliver a 10% biodiversity net GAIN 

in order to be built!



If planted and maintained with nature in mind, yards and 
community spaces can amplify conservation efforts by serving as 
connectors or steppingstones between larger habitat areas.



Pollinator Pathways 
Weave Habitat Back 
Together with:

Learn More www.Pollinator -Pathway.org

ÅNative Plants
ÅPesticide Free Places
ÅPollinator Friendly 

Practices



wƘƻŘŜ LǎƭŀƴŘΩǎ 
first Pollinator 
Pathway 
launched in 
Barrington in 
2020 
connecting 
places - and 
people - in a 
growing impact!





Map spaces in color represent conserved ς 
open space. White space is buildings, roads, 
private yards and public land. The GOAL of 
Corridor Gardening ς build stepping-stones of 
habitat in those white spaces. This 
significantly amplifies the benefits of 
conservation land and allows nature to thrive.



This concept is so fundamental 
to community health that some 
municipalities are now including 
this idea of building intentional 
άIŀōƛǘŀǘ /ƻǊǊƛŘƻǊǎέ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ 
overall community plans! 



In fact, there is such a growing 
recognition of the importance of 

private yards to overall community 
wellbeing that some places 

incentivize homeowners to replace 
lawn with native plantings! 



What will it take to get East Bay 
Communities thinking about this 

in the same way? 



ά/ƻǊǊƛŘƻǊ DŀǊŘŜƴƛƴƎέ ŀƭǎƻ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛȊŜǎ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ 
natural corridors right in your own yard! 



Town Mapping Tools Are a Simple Way to 
Assess and Plan! https://www.axisgis.com/barringtonri/





Bubble Diagrams

Before you jump to plants ς start by mapping out your overall vision 
with a focus on structure, bones, corridors, and functional spaces. Be 

sure to identify existing fixed objects across the landscape. Identify wet 
spots, dry spots,  slope changes, travel zones.



As you lay out your space 
for the first time ς or 
update a space you have 
been building for 
decades ς consider:

ÅHow you currently use the space 
ς how you want to use the space

ÅHow you will move around the 
space

ÅHow you will view the space 
(think about sightlines from 
inside the house as well as 
outside)

ÅHow you can work with existing 
features and site conditions



Want to dig deeper on 
mapping out a master plan? 
hǳǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ŀǘ ά5ŜǎƛƎƴ ¸ƻǳǊ 
²ƛƭŘέ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ 
workshop coming up on 
March 24th at 6pm. 
www.DesignYourWild.com



 MORE IS MORE! 
Prk |kµ êq~zi 

«®^|i^ªië s| q^ªik|s|q 
is about abundance 

and biodiversity. 

Kelly Norris

Photos Larry Weaner Associates


