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 PRESS RELEASE

February 13, 2025
State’s Attorney J. Hanley

Winnebago County State’s Attorney J. Hanley announces that, following a sentencing hearing on two separate cases, the Honorable Judge Jennifer Clifford sentenced Amanda L. Nelson (DOB: 5/23/1990) to eight years in the Illinois Department of Corrections for a Residential Arson committed on 12/24/23 and 121 days in the Winnebago County Jail for a Domestic Battery committed on 12/9/23. Nelson plead guilty to both offenses in November. The defendant will also be on Mandatory Supervised Release for one year following her release from prison. Her prison sentence is eligible to be served at 50%. 

On December 9, 2023, Rockford Police responded to an apartment in the 4400 block of Lori Drive for a stabbing. The defendant, Amanda Nelson, got into an argument with her girlfriend at her residence, and stabbed the side of her head near her ear as well as on her arm. The victim’s teenage sons were home when that incident occurred. Following that incident, the victim received threats of harm from Nelson, including a threat to burn down her residence, and sought an order of protection against her. Then, in the early morning hours of December 24, 2023, Rockford Police responded again to the 4400 block of Lori Drive for a reported a fire at the victim’s apartment while she and her children were asleep inside. They were able to exit without injuries after they were awoken by a neighbor and learned of the fire. Arson investigators determined the fire damage was incendiary in nature with direct human involvement, and located multiple points of origin. They located a gas tank, a fire starter log and matches outside, along with other burnt items of personal significance in the victim’s relationship with Nelson. 

At the sentencing hearing, the victim eloquently spoke of the impact these incidents had on her and her children and bravely made her voice heard to the Court. 
Residential Arson is a Class 1 Felony that is punishable by a sentence of either probation or 4-15 years in the Illinois Department of Corrections followed by one year of Mandatory Supervised Release. 
Domestic Battery is a Class A Misdemeanor that is punishable by a sentence of up to one year in the Winnebago County Jail. 

The Rockford Police and Fire Departments conducted the investigation in this case. Assistant State’s Attorney Alex Ronning handled the prosecution.  
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