
DATE: 

TO: 

FROM: 

J. Hanley
WINNEBAGO COUNlY STATE'S ATTORNEY 

May 30, 2024 

The People of Winnebago County 

J. Hanley, State's Altom*

POLICE INVOLVED SHOOTING DECISION MEMORANDUM 
INJURED PARTY: A.O. (a juvenile) 

I. Introduction

On March 16, 2024, at approximately 9:10 AM, South Beloit Police Detective Paul Reed 
conducted a traffic stop on a red Saturn at Illinois Route 251 southbound, north of Prairie Hill 
Road. It was discovered that the male front seat passenger, Ray Castro, had two felony warrants 
out for his arrest. Assisting officers arrived and Castro was asked to exit the vehicle. Castro 
exiting the Saturn and while officers attempted to arrest Castro, he resisted and a struggle 
ensued. The female driver, A.O., a juvenile, sped away from the scene. Detective Reed was 
inside the vehicle attempting to arrest Castro while the vehicle accelerated. While the Saturn was 
fleeing across IL 251, Detective Reed fired his service weapon, striking A.O. in the right leg. 
The vehicle went through the center median and through the northbound lanes of IL 251 before 
coming to rest in the ditch on the east side of IL 251. 

The pursuit of Castro continued into Beloit, Wisconsin where Roscoe and Beloit Police Officers 
located the stolen vehicle Castro was driving and attempted to stop it. During the pursuit, a 
Roscoe police officer fired his weapon striking Castro. Castro was transported to a local hospital 
where he succumbed to his injuries. 

The Winnebago-Boone County Integrity Task Force(' Task Force") conducted the investigation 
of the shooting of A.O. During the course of their investigation, investigators interviewed 
civilian witnesses and reviewed body worn and «dash" camera video footage, photographs of the 
scene, and police reports. The Task Force provided the Office of the Winnebago County State's 
Attorney its final report of investigation. 

The purpose of this memorandum is to provide the community with an explanation of the facts of 
the incident, the legal principles involved, and this Office's decision as to whether Detective 
Reed should be charged criminally for his actions that day. 

As detailed below, I find that Detective Reed's use of force was justified as he acted reasonably 
and lawfully. Therefore, no criminal charges are warranted. 
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