






IV. Facts

Unless otherwise noted, the following recitation of the facts is derived primarily from reports of 
law enforcement officers involved in the incident, video footage, and witness interviews. 

On Sunday, January _g 2024 at approximately 1 :46 p.m., City of Rockford Police Officers 
responded to the 3000 block of Jacqueline Drive to investigate a reported domestic violence 
incident and discharge of a fu·earm. Upon arrival, officers met with a victim who told officers 
that her and Trotter had gotten into an argument. She stated that she and Trotter, who is als 
known as "Sonic, wer hanging out in Chicago the night before where Trotter had been 
drinking Lean a liquid mixture of codeine cough syrup and soda ecstasy, and smoking weed. 
The victim believed that Trotter was still • high' during the argument, which ccurred at her 
apartment. 

After and during the argument, Trotter began taking shoes and other items from the victim s 
apartment and putting them in a garbage bag. He al o took approximately $600 from the victim·s 
purse and took her cell phone when he left the apartment. Th victim's son walked out of the 
apartment to confront Trotter. The victim's on was yelling onic' and saw Trotter in an area 
behind the apartment. Trotter raised a pistol up and fired three rounds. Later, officers located 
some of the items taken from the victim's apartment in a yard behind her apartment. 

The victim told officer that she could 'ping" her phone (through Life360) hich was believed 
to be in Trotter·s pos ession. Officers asked her to call 911 if she was able to locate her phone. 
At approximately 3: 17 PM, dispatch received a call from the victim who said her cell phone was 
pinging in the area of BJ's Place located at 2842 11th Street in Rockford. 

At approximately 3:21 PM, Officer Vargas located who he believed to be Trotter in the backyard 
of _926 11th StTeet. Officer Vargas accompanied by bis K9 yx, attempted to speak with 
Trotter· however Trotter fled eastbound through the backyard and scaled a wooden privacy 
fence. One of Trotter's three backpacks became stuck in the fence and was left behind. This 
backpack was later searched, and a loaded Ruger handgun was found inside. 

RPO K9 Nyx caled the fence and gave chase. Trotter ran southeast, towards the south side of 
�929 Kinsey Street with Nyx quickly closing the distance. 

Officer Vargas caled the same fence and ran in the ame direction as K9 yx. Shortly after 
scaling the fence Officer Vargas heard gunshots coming from K9 Nyx's last known location. 
Officer Vargas reported the hots fired to dispatch and proceeded in the direction of the shots. 

Officer Vargas located K9 Ny lying near the outheast corner of 2929 Kinsey Street and a'vv 
Trotter now running eastbound across the roadway with a handgun in his left hand. He yeUed at 
Trotter to drop the gun. Trotter while nm:ning east and his back facing me pointed the firearm at 
Officer Vargas and fired in his direction. As detailed below, Officer Vargas returned fire. 
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