
DATE: 

TO: 

FROM: 

J. Hanley
WINNEBAGO COUNTY STATE'S ATTORNEY 

December 20, 2023 

The People of Winnebago County 

J. Hanley, State's Attorney�

POLICE INVOLVED DEATH 
DECISION MEMORANDUM 

DECEDENT: Taylor M. Benham 

I. Introduction

On April 2, 2023, Taylor M. Benham fled from Winnebago County Sheriffs Deputies in the 
Jeep she was driving. After traveling through the intersection at Auburn Street and Ridge 
Avenue, Benham lost control of her car and hit a tree at Ridge and Vernon. Benham was 
transported to the hospital, where she was pronounced dead. 

The Winnebago-Boone County Integrity Task Force ("Task Force") conducted the investigation 
of Benham' s death. During the course of their investigation, investigators reviewed reports, 
video evidence, a crash reconstruction, and the results of an autopsy. The Task Force provided 
the Office of the Winnebago County State's Attorney its final report of investigation pursuant to 
the policies and procedures of the Task Force. 

The purpose of this memorandum is to provide the community with an explanation of the facts of 
the incident, the legal principles involved, and this Office's decision as to whether any 
law enforcement officer should be charged criminally for their actions that night. 

As detailed below, criminal charges are not appropriate and none will be filed. 

II. Review of Officer Involved Deaths

Pursuant to an agreement of the participating law enforcement agencies in Winnebago and 
Boone Counties, the Task Force may investigate any death incident to a police pursuit. When 
this occurs, the State's Attorney determines whether criminal charges are appropriate. 

The State's Attorney does not make any determinations regarding whether an officer may have 
violated police department policy or civil (non-criminal) laws. 
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