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PRESS RELEASE

December 17, 2021
State’s Attorney J. Hanley
Winnebago County State’s Attorney J. Hanley and Rockford City Police Chief Carla Redd announce that on December 16, 2021, Eric Jackson (DOB: 4/16/83) was charged for the 2016 Murders of Keandra Austin and her three children ages 9, 6, and 6 months. 
On September 17, 2016 the Rockford Fire Department responded to 2815 Garfield Dr. in Rockford, IL for reports of a residential fire. After extinguishing the fire, the Fire Department located the remains of Keandra Austin and her three children inside the residence. Autopsies revealed that Keandra Austin had been killed prior to the fire and that her children died from injuries and smoke inhalation caused by the fire. Detectives with the Rockford City Police Department learned that Keandra Austin and her children had been having problems with a nearby neighbor Eric Jackson. Detectives with the RPD have continued to investigate the murders of Keandra Austin and her children over the past few years. As a result of their continuing investigation they have interviewed a number of witnesses. During those interviews Detectives learned that Eric Jackson has made statements relating to his involvement with the death of Keandra Austin and to the fire that killed her three children. After reviewing the case with the Winnebago County State’s Attorney’s Office, charges were authorized and a warrant has been issued for the arrest of Eric Jackson with bond in the amount of $5,000,000. 
“A heinous act with tragic consequences – there are simply no words. I applaud the Rockford Police Department for their unwavering determination in solving this crime. The State’s Attorney’s Office will be just as determined in bringing Eric Jackson to justice.” - - Winnebago County State’s Attorney J. Hanley

“Rockford Police Department Detectives never stopped working on this case and these 
charges prove that commitment to Keandra, her children, and her family.  I could not be more proud of their diligence over the years to ensure these crimes do not go unpunished.” - - Rockford Police Chief Carla Redd.  
First Degree Murder is a Class M Felony punishable by 20-60 years in the Illinois Department of Corrections. The Defendant is charged with First Degree Murder in relation to the death of Keandra Austin and for each of her three children. If convicted the defendant could face natural life in prison.
Jackson has been serving a sentence in the Illinois Department of Corrections on unrelated charges. He will be transported to the Winnebago County Jail based upon the warrant issued on the Murder charges. 
The charges against Eric Jackson are merely allegations and he is presumed innocent until or unless proven guilty in a court of law. 
CONTACT INFORMATION:
Winnebago County State’s Attorney’s Office: J. Hanley, Winnebago County State’s Attorney, 815-319-4700



