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PRESS RELEASE

September 17, 2021

State’s Attorney J. Hanley
Winnebago County State’s Attorney J. Hanley has completed his review of the April 11, 2021 officer involved shooting involving Rockford Police Officer Owen McGuiness.  

The purpose of this release is to provide the community with this Office’s decision as to whether Officer McGuiness should be charged criminally for his actions that day.  However, because Gonzalez has been charged criminally related to his actions on April 11, the Office is not able to provide a detailed recitation of the facts. This is to protect Gonzalez’ constitutional rights, most specifically, his right to a fair trial. Gonzalez is currently charged with Unlawful Possession of a Firearm by a Street Gang Member and Aggravated Unlawful Use of a Weapon. He is presumed innocent unless and until found guilty. Once Gonzalez’ criminal case is completed, I will release a more detailed memorandum explaining my decision. 
On April 11, 2021, City of Rockford Police Department Officer Owen McGuinness (Offc. McGuinness) utilized deadly force against Jose Gonzalez Jr. (Gonzalez) in that he shot Gonzalez in the right thigh. The Winnebago-Boone County Integrity Task Force (“Task Force”) conducted the investigation of the shooting. During the course of their investigation, investigators interviewed civilian witnesses and reviewed police radio transmissions, police in-car cameras, private surveillance video, photographs of the scene, police reports, medical records and the results of forensic evaluations. The Task Force provided the Office of the Winnebago County State’s Attorney its final report of investigation.

On April 11, 2021 at approximately 7:15 p.m., Officers Parr and McGuinness were working as a two man unit in an unmarked squad car equipped with emergency lights and an audible siren. The officers were patrolling the area of Montague and Clifton Avenue. 

The officers observed a gray Volkswagen Passat turn westbound on Montague St. from Clifton Ave. The officers knew this vehicle belonged to Julio Gonzalez, who is a known “M-block” gang member who is often seen on social media displaying handguns while inside of a vehicle. A secretary of state inquiry obtained via dispatch confirmed that the Volkswagen was registered to Julio Gonzalez. 

Ofc. Parr paced the Volkswagen going 50 mph on S. Central Ave., which is a 30 mph zone. The Volkswagen did not come to a complete stop at the stop sign prior to turning eastbound on Michigan Ave. Ofc. Parr activated his emergency lights and attempted to conduct a traffic stop. The Volkswagen disregarded the light and began fleeing eastbound on Michigan Ave. Ofc. Parr de-activated his emergency lights while the Volkswagen continued to flee. Ofc. Parr continued to follow the Volkswagen at a distance. 
The Volkswagen stopped near 417 Illinois Avenue and the front passenger door opened and Jose Gonzalez Jr. exited the Volkswagen. Gonzalez crossed the street and began to run northbound between houses. Ofc. McGuinness exited the squad car and began chasing Gonzalez on foot. 

Behind the houses at 417 and 415 Illinois, Ofc. McGuinness encountered Gonzalez. During the encounter, Ofc. McGuinness fired his department issued firearm at Gonzalez and struck Gonzalez in the right thigh.  Ofc. McGuinness stated that he observed the firearm in Gonzalez’ right hand, that the gun was aimed at McGuinness, and that a green laser was pointed at him prior to his firing at Gonzalez.  The investigation showed that during his encounter with Ofc. McGuiness, Gonzalez possessed a Glock 22 .40 caliber handgun with an extended magazine and a green laser sight.
A criminal prosecution for aggravated battery with a firearm or a similar charge would require proof beyond a reasonable doubt that Ofc. McGuinness was not legally justified in using deadly force against Jose Gonzalez. In other words, a judge or jury would need to conclude that Ofc. McGuinness did not reasonably believe that he was in imminent danger of death or great bodily harm from Gonzalez. 

After reviewing the entire investigation and based upon the totality of the circumstances, Officer McGuinness’ belief that shooting Gonzalez was necessary to protect himself from death or great bodily harm was reasonable. Officer McGuinness’ use of deadly force was justified and thus, no criminal charges will be filed in this case. 
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