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PRESS RELEASE

July 13, 2021

State’s Attorney J. Hanley

Winnebago County State’s Attorney J. Hanley announces that on July 12, 2021, James Drago (DOB 9/8/69) was sentenced to 20 years in the Illinois Department of Corrections by the Honorable Judge Jennifer Clifford for the offense of Aggravated Domestic Battery causing great bodily harm.  The Defendant previously pled guilty to that offense on April 16, 2021.
On July 29, 2020, the Defendant got into an argument with his girlfriend, C.S., at their home in Rockford over relationship issues.  He followed C.S. into the kitchen, where he made continued threats to kill her.  The Defendant then strangled C.S. to the point of unconsciousness.  When C.S. regained consciousness, she was in severe pain and her head and face were covered in blood.  C.S. was taken to a local hospital where she was treated for facial fractures, including a broken nose.  Following her release from the hospital, the Defendant made threats to “finish the job” on C.S.  

At the sentencing hearing, the Court received evidence of the Defendant’s long history of domestic violence to former intimate partners both in and out of this county.  C.S. bravely testified at the sentencing hearing and provided a victim impact statement to the Court.     

Judge Clifford sentenced the defendant to serve 20 years in the Illinois Department of Corrections to be served at 85% for Aggravated Domestic Battery.  After the decision, C.S. said, “this wasn’t just for me.  It was for all the women he hurt.”   

The Rockford Police Department conducted the investigation in this case. Assistant State’s Attorney’s Alex Ronning and Eric Vernsten handled the prosecution. 
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