[image: image1.png]











PRESS RELEASE

January 5, 2022
State’s Attorney J. Hanley
I. Criminal Charges
Winnebago County State’s Attorney J. Hanley announces that on January 4, 2022 the below listed individuals were arrested and charged as follows:
Nyreek Williams, 16: Attempt Murder (2 counts), Aggravated Battery with a Firearm (2 counts), and Aggravated Battery with a Firearm on School Grounds (2 counts). 
Fraquon Wright, 17: Attempt Murder (2 counts), Aggravated Battery with a Firearm (2 counts), and Aggravated Battery with a Firearm on School Grounds (2 counts).
Juvenile Male: Related Charges.
As alleged: Attempt Murder is a Class X Felony punishable by 26-50 years in the Illinois Department of Corrections, 3 years Mandatory Supervised Release; Aggravated Battery with a Firearm is a Class X Felony punishable by 6-30 years in the Illinois Department of Corrections, 3 years Mandatory Supervised Release; and Aggravated Battery with a Firearm on School Grounds is a Class X Felony punishable by 15-30 years in the Illinois Department of Corrections. All would be served at 85%. The juvenile male is subject to different sentencing consequences pursuant to the Juvenile Court Act. 
The charges against the defendants are merely allegations and each are presumed innocent until and unless proven guilty in a court of law. 

II. Facts

On January 4 at approximately 1pm, two students were sitting in the parking lot at Auburn High School in a dark sedan with tinted windows. N.J. a juvenile female, was sitting in the driver’s seat and J.F, a juvenile male, was sitting in the passenger seat. 

At approximately 1pm, a tan Buick Lacrosse with Wisconsin license plates passed by the dark sedan twice. After it passed the second time, the tan Buick stopped behind the dark sedan. 

At that time, a black male wearing a “puffy” black jacket with letters on the front side of the coat, black pants, black shoes and wearing a black and gray “gaiter” mask exited the rear driver side of the tan Buick. He was holding a handgun. Through the investigation, this individual was identified as Nyreek Williams.  

Next, a black male wearing a black hoodie, black mask, multi-colored red underwear, teal socks, and “retro” Jordan 4 shoes exited the front passenger side of the tan Buick. He was also holding a handgun. Through the investigation, this individual was identified as Fraquon Wright. 

Williams and Wright approached the dark sedan from the rear passenger side. Williams approached the dark sedan first and, raising the gun to the passenger side window, fired the weapon into the dark sedan. Wright approached second and fired into the passenger side of the dark sedan. 
Williams and Wright then ran back to the tan Buick. Williams got into the rear drivers side seat and Wright got into the front passenger seat. 

The driver of the tan Buick was a light skinned black male juvenile. He did not exit the vehicle during the shooting.

The above facts are known primarily because of video footage provided by Auburn High School. 

After the shots were fired, N.J. quickly exited the vehicle and ran east.  At some point during the incident, she was shot in the leg. 

J.F., the juvenile in the passenger seat, was also shot. He stayed in the vehicle and attempted to drive away but stopped in the parking lot. N.J. returned to the car and called 911.
Five spent 9mm casings were recovered at the scene. 

Approximately ten minutes later, an RPD officer located the tan Buick travelling eastbound near 1200 Harrison Ave. at a high rate of speed. The officer attempted to stop the vehicle. The car crashed at the dead end of Lapey Street. 

The officer observed three black males exit the car and run southeast.

The juvenile male was found in the area of 2900 Hanson Street. He wasn’t wearing any pants or shoes. His clothing was located behind 2929 11th Street. 

Officers conducted a K9 assisted “track” for the other two suspects. Williams and Wright were located hiding in a garage at 2906 Lapey Street. 
Williams was wearing the same jacket as was shown in the video, a Columbia brand “puffy” black jacket.
Wright was also wearing identical clothing to that shown in the video: a black hoodie, black mask, multi-colored red underwear, teal socks, and “retro” Jordan 4 shoes.

A handgun was found in the garage where they were hiding. A handgun, with no serial number, was also found on the driver’s side floorboard of the tan Buick.  The tan Buick was reported stolen out of Janesville, Wisconsin. 

III. Transfer to Adult Court 
Pursuant to Illinois law, Williams (16) and Wright (17) are not considered “delinquent minors” based upon the charges they are alleged to have committed. Specifically, pursuant to 705 ILCS 405/5-130, a minor 16 or older at the time of the offense who is charged with aggravated battery with a firearm is not considered a “delinquent minor” and instead, is prosecuted as an adult. 
The 15 year old juvenile male is not automatically transferred to adult court. In his discretion, the State’s Attorney can file a motion seeking to have the juvenile prosecuted as an adult. The juvenile judge then makes the final determination of whether the juvenile will be transferred to adult court. See 705 ILCS 405/5-805.  The State’s Attorney will decide whether to make such a motion in the upcoming weeks after a thorough review of the facts, law, and the history of the juvenile. 
Again, the charges against the defendants are merely allegations and each are presumed innocent until and unless proven guilty in a court of law. 

CONTACT INFORMATION:
J. Hanley, Winnebago County State’s Attorney 
815-319-4700



