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PRESS RELEASE 

April 15, 2022 

State’s Attorney J. Hanley 
 

Winnebago County State’s Attorney J. Hanley announces that on April 14, 2022 Matthew 

Harkey (DOB: 11/11/75) was found guilty of the offenses of Aggravated Criminal Sexual 

Assault, Aggravated Kidnapping, Home Invasion, and Aggravated Criminal Sexual Abuse after a 

jury trial in front of the Honorable Judge McGraw.  

On March 13, 2019, Harkey broke into the victim’s house in Rockford, Illinois. When the 

victim arrived home, Harkey struck her on the head. He then duct taped a ski mask to her head, 

forced her into the trunk of her car, and drove her to his mother’s house on McDonald Road in 

Roscoe, Illinois.  

Harkey took the victim to the basement, handcuffed her to a weight bench, took off her 

clothes, and repeatedly sexually assaulted her. 

When Harkey left the house, the victim managed to drag the weight bench up the stairs and 

leave out of the front door. She was naked, bleeding, and still handcuffed to the weight bench. A 

neighbor and a passerby stopped to aid the victim until officers arrived.   

During the officer’s investigation, they learned that Matthew Harkey had rented a vehicle 

the day before the attack. The vehicle was located being driven in Winnebago County that same 

day. When officers with the Illinois State Police and Winnebago County Sheriff’s office 

attempted to stop the vehicle it fled from them in excess of 100 MPH on Perryville Rd.. Due to 

heavy commuter traffic and the excessive speeds the defendant was able to elude officers. 

Detectives were able to track the vehicle using the find my phone feature on the victim’s 

electronics that the defendant had taken during the attack. That information was shared with 

agencies in southern IL and they were able to locate the vehicle.  

Officers from multiple agencies engaged in a pursuit of the defendant through multiple 

counties again at speeds in excess of 100 MPH. Eventually the defendant crashed his vehicle and 

was ejected from the car. He was transported to the hospital where he remained in the custody of 

the Illinois State Police before being transferred to the custody of the Roscoe Police Department 
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and the Winnebago County Sheriff. He was lodged into the Winnebago County Jail where he 

remained pending trial.  

Aggravated Criminal Sexual Assault is a Class X Felony punishable by 6-30 years in the 

Illinois Department of Corrections. Any sentence to the Department of Corrections is to be 

served at 85% consecutive to all other sentences and will be followed by 3 years to Natural Life 

of Mandatory Supervised Release. If released from prison the defendant will be required to 

register as a sex offender for life. 

Aggravated Kidnapping is a Class X Felony punishable by 6-30 years in the Illinois 

Department of Corrections. An additional 15 years will be added to any sentence due to the 

defendant being armed with a firearm during the commission of the offense.  

Home Invasion is a Class X Felony punishable by 6-30 years in the Illinois Department of 

Corrections.  

Aggravated Criminal Sexual Abuse is a Class 2 Felony punishable by up to 3-7 years in the 

Illinois Department of Corrections.  

The case is set for sentencing on June 10, 2022 at 9am in Courtroom A in the Winnebago 

County Justice Center.  

The case was investigated by the Roscoe Police Department and the Winnebago County 

Sheriff’s Office and the prosecution was handled by Assistant State’s Attorney Kirstin Krivanec 

and First Assistant State’s Attorney Ken LaRue.   
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