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PRESS RELEASE

January 18, 2022
State’s Attorney J. Hanley
Winnebago County State’s Attorney J. Hanley announces that on January 14, 2022, former Cherry Valley Police Officer Otoniel Molina (DOB: 9/15/83) was found guilty of Child Pornography, Indecent Solicitation of a Child, and Grooming after a bench trial in front of the Honorable Judge Debra Schafer. 

Loves Park Police were notified by a parent that their 11 year old daughter had been communicating with an adult male online. The male was identified as the defendant Otoniel Molina. The minor told the defendant she was a 19 year old female. The investigation revealed that the minor had sent photographs of herself, including nude photographs, to the defendant at his request. The photographs clearly showed a minor and not a 19 year old female. The defendant continued to communicate with the minor and sent photographs of himself to the minor. He asked multiple times to engage in sexual acts with the minor.
Child Pornography is a Class 1 Felony punishable by 4-15 years in the Illinois Department of Corrections. Indecent Solicitation of a Child is a Class 3 Felony punishable by up to 2-5 years in the Illinois Department of Corrections. Grooming is a Class 4 Felony punishable by up to 1-3 years in the Illinois Department of Corrections. 
The defendant’s sentencing hearing is scheduled for March 25, 2022 at 2PM.
The case was prosecuted by Assistant State’s Attorney Kirstin Krivanec. 
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Winnebago County State’s Attorney’s Office: J. Hanley, Winnebago County State’s Attorney, 815-319-4700



