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PRESS RELEASE

September 3, 2020
State’s Attorney Marilyn Hite Ross
Winnebago County State’s Attorney Marilyn Hite Ross announces that William Hintz (DOB: 11/6/1969) is charged with Forgery, Official Misconduct, Theft and Conspiracy and Michelle Hintz (DOB: 1/7/1970) has been charged with Unlawful Use of Credit Card, Theft, and Conspiracy. 
In February 2020, the Winnebago County Sheriff’s Department received information that fraudulent information was being sent to the Winnebago County Purchasing Department to justify inappropriate charges on a Winnebago County Credit Card that was issued to Winnebago County Coroner William Hintz.  The Winnebago County Sheriff requested that the Illinois State Police conduct an investigation.  Lt. Sam Thomas with the Illinois State Police and Commander of the Special Investigative Unit, a division of DCI conducted a criminal investigation.

During that criminal investigation Winnebago County Coroner William Hintz and his wife Michelle Hintz were developed as suspects.  The charges were reviewed by the Winnebago County State’s Attorney’s Office and charges were authorized. 

Forgery is a Class 3 Felony that is punishable by a sentence range of 2-5 years in the Illinois Department of Corrections followed by 1 year of Mandatory Supervised Release.
Official Misconduct is a Class 3 Felony that is punishable by a sentence range of 2-5 years in the Illinois Department of Corrections followed by 1 year Mandatory Supervised Release.
Theft is a Class 1 Felony that is punishable by a sentence range of 4-15 years in the Illinois Department of Corrections followed by 2 years Mandatory Supervised Release.
Theft is a Class 2 Felony that is punishable by a sentence range of 3-7 years in the Illinois Department of Corrections followed by 2 years Mandatory Supervised Release.
Conspiracy is a Class 2 Felony that is punishable by a sentence range of 3-7 years in the Illinois Department of Corrections followed by 2 years Mandatory Supervised Release.
Conspiracy is a Class 3 Felony that is punishable by a sentence range of 2-5 years in the Illinois Department of Corrections followed by 1 year Mandatory Supervised Release.
Conspiracy is a Class A misdemeanor that is punishable by a sentence range of 1 year in jail.
Unlawful Use of a Credit Card is a Class 4 Felony that is punishable by a sentence range of 1-3 years in the Illinois Department of Corrections followed by 1 year Mandatory Supervised Release.
“There is a fiduciary duty that public officials owe to the community they serve.  When that duty is breached, there are no winners.” – Winnebago County State’s Attorney Marilyn Hite Ross
The defendant William Hintz is scheduled to appear in front of the Honorable Judge Jennifer Clifford in Courtroom B in the Winnebago County Justice Center tomorrow, Friday, September 4, 2020 at 1:30pm.
An arrest warrant in the amount of $150,000 has been issued for the arrest of Michelle Hintz.
The charges are merely allegations and the defendant is presumed innocent until or unless proven guilty in a court of law. 
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