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PRESS RELEASE

April 13, 2021

State’s Attorney J. Hanley
Winnebago County State’s Attorney J. Hanley announces that on April 12, 2021, Fredrick Devon Thomas (DOB 12/31/1984) was found guilty of the First Degree Murder of Jennifer Lewis after a bench trial before Judge Debra Schafer. 

On the morning of September 11, 2018, police officers discovered Lewis’ deceased body in the apartment she shared with Thomas on the 900 block of 10th Avenue in Rockford.  The forensic pathologist who performed the autopsy determined that Lewis died from blunt force trauma due to being beaten.  Thomas was alone with Lewis in their apartment during the evening of September 10th and the morning hours of September 11, 2018.  A neighbor heard loud voices arguing coming from the apartment during that time.  

The defendant gave police inconsistent and incredible stories as to how Lewis received her injuries.  The evidence at trial further revealed that Thomas had beaten Lewis on multiple prior occasions, and that the defendant had brought her back to live at the apartment the day before her death.  Thomas has multiple felony convictions and was on probation for the Aggravated Domestic Battery of Lewis at the time of her murder.  
Said Assistant State’s Attorney Alison Meason: “This case highlights the enormous difficulties victims of domestic violence experience when trying to leave an abusive relationship as well as the grave danger they face when they stay.”
Thomas’ sentencing is set for July 16, 2021 at 9:00 AM in Courtroom B of the Criminal Justice Center.   
The Rockford Police Department conducted the investigation in this case. Assistant State’s Attorneys Alison Meason and Patrick Gibson handled the prosecution. 
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