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PRESS RELEASE

January 21, 2022
State’s Attorney J. Hanley
Winnebago County State’s Attorney J. Hanley announces that on January 21, 2022, Darious McClendon (DOB 12/3/1999) pleaded guilty to Reckless Homicide and a violation of his probation for the offense of Aggravated Domestic Battery. He was sentenced to a term of 8 years in the Department of Corrections for the offense of Reckless Homicide and a concurrent term of 6 years in the Department of Corrections for the offense of Aggravated Domestic Battery. Reckless Homicide is a Class 3 felony punishable by up to 2-10 years in the Department of Corrections, to be served at 50%. Aggravated Domestic Battery is a Class 2 felony punishable by up to 3-7 years in the Department of Corrections, to be served at 85%.
On 5/4/21 at approximately 12:01am, Rockford Police Department responded to the intersection of Harrison Avenue and Kishwaukee Street for a two vehicle accident. Officers arrived on scene and located an individual, later identified as Michelle Eads in the front passenger seat of a Chevrolet Monte Carlo. Michelle Eads was transported by the Rockford Fire Department to OSF St. Anthony Hospital where she succumbed to her injuries and was pronounced deceased. Through investigation, police learned that a Chevrolet Impala driven by Darious McClendon was traveling at high speeds after another vehicle. The Monte Carlo was stopped at the traffic light at Harrison and Kishwaukee when the Impala driven by McClendon crashed into a traffic signal and then collided with the front passenger side of the Monte Carlo.  
On 1/9/21 around 9:16 p.m., Rockford Police Department officers were dispatched to an apartment on Auburn Street. Officers spoke with Dayshinique Thomas who advised that on 1/8/21 her ex-boyfriend, Darious McClendon, was at her residence and she was trying to get him to leave. Thomas said that McClendon punched her all over her body, grabbed her around the neck with both hands and squeezed, causing her to have trouble breathing. Thomas said McClendon continued punching her. Officers observed that Thomas had several injuries.  
The Rockford Police Department conducted the investigation in this case. Assistant State’s Attorney Alison Meason handled the prosecution. 
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