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PRESS RELEASE

November 22, 2021

State’s Attorney J. Hanley
On Wednesday, November 17, 2021, Winnebago County celebrated the graduation of eleven individuals who completed our Drug Court Program.  Each individual was placed on a term of probation for a felony offense that lasted between 24-30 months.  During that time, they each participated in intensive substance-abuse treatment; some at the in-patient level, out-patient level, and sometimes even more than once.  Combined with programs dedicated to help retrain the brain to make better moral decisions, avoid criminal thinking, and learning how to live one day at a time.  Each individual rose above the stigma that accompanies felony convictions and probation to obtain employment, return to higher education, complete their GED/HSE, purchase a vehicle, re-establish relationships with family, purchase a new home, and most of all, restore themselves into society to start a new life for themselves.
“It’s more than just keeping people out of prison; it is restoring lives, families and hope” explains Assistant State’s Attorney Anne Stevens. ASA Stevens serves as the prosecutor in the Winnebago County Problem-Solving Courts, including Drug Court, Therapeutic Intervention Program (Mental Health) Court, Youth Recovery Court, and Veterans’ Court.  ASA Stevens has been involved in Problem-Solving Courts for almost seven years. Her role is different than the role of prosecutors in other criminal courtrooms. While the participants in the court are facing serious felony charges, there is a non-adversarial approach taken to help them through the criminal justice system. 
The purpose of Drug Court is to offer individuals that have a substance-use disorder an opportunity to re-route their lives through substance-abuse disorder treatment, re-engaging them with community-based services, and working to correct their criminal thinking to avoid further encounters in the judicial system. The Prosecutor works with the Defense Attorney, Probation Officer, Treatment Provider/Clinicians, and the Judge to provide wrap-around services and assistance to those who wanting a life in Recovery. 
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