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PRESS RELEASE

May 10, 2021

State’s Attorney J. Hanley
Winnebago County State’s Attorney J. Hanley announces that on May 10, 2021, Christopher Michael Dixon (12/8/77) was sentenced to 30 years in the Illinois Department of Corrections by the Honorable Judge Joseph G. McGraw for the offense of Aggravated Driving Under the Influence of Alcohol Involving Death. Dixon had previously plead guilty on March 25, 2021. 
On September 9, 2017, Rockford City Police Department Officers conducted a traffic stop on a white Chevrolet Suburban. After the vehicle had initially stopped, officers approached the vehicle and the vehicle fled from the scene.  Officers deactivated their emergency lights and drove around looking for the vehicle.  When the officers arrived at Clifton Avenue and Island Avenue they saw the Suburban overturned on its roof with extensive damage.  Red vehicle debris was near the Suburban.  An Officer observed a person later identified as Christopher Dixon in the vehicle.  Dixon told the Officer that he was the only one in the vehicle.  Officers located a red Volkswagen Beetle approximately 75 yards from the Suburban.  The Volkswagen had extensive damage to the driver’s door and the driver of the vehicle, Maria Lugo, was found dead in the vehicle.  Dixon’s blood was later analyzed by a forensic scientist and it was determined that he had a blood alcohol concentration of 0.091.
Aggravated Driving Under the Influence of Alcohol Involving Death is a Class 2 Felony with a sentencing range of 3-14 years in the Illinois Department of Corrections followed by 2 years of Mandatory Supervised Release.  However, because of the defendant’s prior record, he was mandatorily sentenced as a Class X offender.  A Class X Felony carries a range of 6-30 years in the Department of Corrections, followed by 3 years of Mandatory Supervised Release.  The defendant is required to serve 85% of his sentence.  
The Rockford Police Department conducted the investigation in this case. Assistant State’s Attorney Andrew Fisk handled the prosecution. 
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