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PRESS RELEASE

June 2, 2021

State’s Attorney J. Hanley
Winnebago County State’s Attorney J. Hanley announces that on June 1, 2021, Charles Swift (DOB 11/22/1969) was sentenced to 20 years in the Illinois Department of Corrections by Honorable Judge Debra Schafer for the offenses of Aggravated Domestic Battery and Aggravated Fleeing. Swift had previously pled guilty to these offenses.
On May 15, 2019, officers of the Rockton Police Department responded to a domestic battery incident after K.W. fled from her ex-boyfriend Charles Swift. On May 14, 2019, K.W. and the defendant were in K.W.’s vehicle talking about their relationship that had recently ended due to domestic violence. During the course of this conversation, the defendant punched K.W. in the face knocking her unconscious. K.W. came to in a forest preserve near Rockton, Illinois. The defendant held her there for several hours where he physically and sexually assaulted her. K.W. suffered facial fractures from being struck repeatedly, as well as a bilateral carotid dissection after the defendant strangled her several times to the point of unconsciousness. In the morning hours of May 15, 2019, the defendant drove to a nearby gas station to purchase cigarettes and coffee. Once K.W. deemed it was safe to flee, she exited the vehicle and called the police. After police responded the area, the defendant engaged in a high speed chase for approximately 10 minutes—at times travelling in excess of 100 mph and crashing into a traffic control device. 
Judge Schafer sentenced the defendant to serve 20 years in the Illinois Department of Corrections to be served at 85% for Aggravated Domestic Battery. This sentence is to be served concurrently to the sentence of 3 years imposed for Aggravated Fleeing. 
The Rockton Police Department and Winnebago County Sheriff’s Office conducted the investigation in this case. Assistant State’s Attorney Alesandra Friend handled the prosecution. 
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