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PRESS RELEASE

June 7, 2021

State’s Attorney J. Hanley
Winnebago County State’s Attorney J. Hanley announces that on June 7, 2021, Harry Lawrence (DOB: 3/1/1971) plead guilty to First Degree Murder in front of the Honorable Judge Joseph G. McGraw.
On June 20, 2017, Officers from the Rockford Police Department received a call reporting there was a dead body near S. Main St.  Officers responded to 1120 S. Main and discovered the body of Jerry Johnston on the second floor. A witness to the crime told police that Johnston and Lawrence were arguing when Lawrence snapped, and punched Johnston numerous times in the face.  The witness said that Johnston produced a knife and cut Lawrence on his bicep.  The witness told police that Lawrence started kicking Johnston, who was lying on the ground, on the head and the side.  The witness indicated that Johnston eventually stopped moving and Lawrence left.  
First Degree Murder is a Class M Felony with a sentencing range of 20-60 years in the Illinois Department of Corrections followed by 3 years of Mandatory Supervised Release.  The sentence would be served at 100%
     The case is set for Status on Sentencing on August 6 at 9:00 a.m. in Courtroom A of the Winnebago County Justice Center.
The Rockford Police Department conducted the investigation in this case. Assistant State’s Attorney Andrew Fisk handled the prosecution. 
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