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PRESS RELEASE

June 9, 2021

State’s Attorney J. Hanley
Winnebago County State’s Attorney J. Hanley announces that on June 8, 2021, Leroy Sams (DOB 4/23/1993) was found guilty of Aggravated Battery, Domestic Battery, and Violation of Bail Bond after a jury trial before Judge Jennifer Clifford. 

On March 19, 2021, the Winnebago County Sheriff’s Department was dispatched to 4301 Pinecrest Road in reference to a domestic battery. Upon arrival, Deputies spoke with the victim who advised she received phone calls from her ex-boyfriend, Leroy Sams, around 2:30 a.m. but she did not answer them. The victim explained that Sams told her he was near her home. At that time, she started hearing someone tapping on her bedroom window. She advised that she did not want Sams there and a verbal argument started. The victim grabbed her iPhone and ran outside to record Sams. Sams saw her recording, grabbed her iPhone and took it. Sams then threw her onto the street. She advised that she saw Sams drop his phone, so she went to take it. She stated that Sams grabbed a handgun from his vehicle, “cocked it”, and pointed it at her while stating, “Get away from it and go inside.” She stated she was scared for her life so she went back inside her residence. 
Said Assistant State’s Attorney Alexeus Bender, “We could not have gotten this result without the compliance and bravery of the victim in this case.”

Aggravated Battery is a Class 3 Felony with a sentencing range of 2-10 years in the Illinois Department of Corrections followed by 1 year of Mandatory Supervised Release. The defendant is also eligible for probation. Domestic Battery and Violation of Bail Bond are Class A Misdemeanors with a sentencing range of up to one year in jail. 
The case is set for a sentencing hearing on July 26, 2021 at 10:00 a.m. in Courtroom 467 of the Winnebago County Courthouse.
The Winnebago County Sheriff’s Department conducted the investigation in this case.  Assistant State’s Attorneys Alexeus Bender and Clayton Zamudio handled the prosecution. 
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