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PRESS RELEASE

November 12, 2021

State’s Attorney J. Hanley

This Veteran’s Day, the Winnebago County State’s Attorney’s Office embraced the saying, “We don’t know them all, but we owe them all”. The office held a fundraiser to donate items to the Veteran’s Drop-In Center in Rockford. Through this fundraiser, the Winnebago County State’s Attorney’s Office was able to buy things for the Veteran’s Drop-In Center’s “Wish List” and much more. The donated items included grocery store gift cards, facial tissue, storage bags, cutlery, non-perishable food items, and canned goods.  
While dropping off the donations, a few Assistant State’s Attorneys, who are also veterans, had the opportunity to connect with Executive Director Eric Willard and Outreach Ambassador Alisa Funnell. They bonded through shared experiences in the military, joked about whose branch is the best, and talked about how veterans can support each other. Although they had served in different eras and different military branches, there was a strong sense of comradery within the group of newly introduced veterans. 
The Veterans Drop-In Center is open five days a week from 12 pm to 6 pm. They provide many services; including showers, laundry, haircuts, job preparation, and how to obtain veterans benefits. They also provide clothing, toiletries, and food items. Outreach Ambassador Alisa Funnell spoke about the importance of bringing veterans together and assisting them in any way possible. “We are dependent on donations and volunteers to continue our work and we encourage everyone to be kind to each other”, says Executive Director Eric Willard.
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