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NOTES FOR APPLICANTS FOR COMMUNITY GRANTS 

Grant Giving from Spaxton Community Stores for Spaxton

The purpose of the Spaxton Community Shop Society ltd is to benefit the community. The main way of doing that is through providing the shop and Post Office. In addition, because the shop is kept open for 52 hours a week by about 50 people working as unpaid volunteers, what would be a substantial wage bill is available to be given back, after costs and contingencies have been covered, as grants to benefit the residents of the parish of Spaxton.  Spaxton Parish boundaries can be found on the website of Spaxton Parish Council - http://www.spaxtonparishcouncil.org.uk/parish-plan/4592929565. 

The following notes are for potential applicants to decide if they are eligible, and to give guidance on how to apply.

Timing and Amounts

· Grant applications may be made at any time. 
· Grants will be awarded annually at the end of September. 
· Interim awards may be made in exceptional circumstances. 
· The amount of money available in any grant round will depend on the profitability of the shop. 
· Typically, grants will be in the range £100 to £1,000.

· Each grant is a one-off payment, without any commitment from the Shop Committee to provide ongoing funding; however, successful applicants are free to make further applications in the future.

· The Society will not normally give 100% of the cost of the project. Applicants should indicate on the form where the rest of the funding will be coming from, supplying supporting evidence if available.

Who Can Apply

· Non-profit-making organisations within the parish of Spaxton.

· Individuals who can demonstrate exceptional circumstances ( for example, a young person with particular talent who might need help to develop it, an individual starting up a group which could provide obvious benefit to the community, a person needing a particular kind of wheelchair).

Exclusions

· We will not consider applications for funds to promote religious or political ends. 
(We will, however, be happy to consider applications from a religious organisation for non-religious purposes eg to maintain a heritage building in the village that is open for all, to provide a play group open to all.) 

Application Process

· Applications must be made on the accompanying form, and submitted to The Grants Committee at Spaxton Community Stores, High Street, Spaxton TA5 1BS along with any requested accompanying information. 
· Further information may be requested.

· Applications must be supported and countersigned by a shop volunteer or a shareholder in the Shop Society.

· Successful applicants will be asked to provide receipts as proof that the money has been used for the reason for which the grant was given.

· Potential applicants are welcome to discuss their proposal with a member of the grants subcommittee. Send an email for the attention of the  committee c/o mgr.spaxtonstores@gmail.com or  phone 671487 during shop opening hours , and leave a message with a member of staff and a number where you can be phoned back.

Each application will be assessed on its merits, and the committee’s decision is final.

