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Connecticut Caregiver Outing Guide

A fun day out, made simple
Enjoy a welcoming outing with caregiver, friends, and up to 2 residents.

Choose an adventure, share the experience, and let ElderCrew help you get started.

County quick index

Planning note
August in Connecticut can bring heat, humidity, thunderstorms, poor air quality, and
busy shoreline weekends. Favor weekday mornings, keep outdoor time short, carry
water, and pair every weather-sensitive plan with a nearby indoor backup. Quiet-time
suggestions in this guide are caregiver planning strategies unless a venue-specific
sensory resource is explicitly identified.
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10 practical community outings in New Haven County

New Haven County



CONNECTICUT CAREGIVER OUTING GUIDE  |  AUGUST 2026

Page 14

New Haven County
10 August-ready options | 7 indoor • 0 outdoor • 3 mixed

1. Yale University Art Gallery
New Haven  |  Indoor  |  August fit

Why it works: Free, air-conditioned art galleries allow a high-quality August outing that can be limited to 
one floor.
Access & walking: Elevators and accessible entrances serve public galleries; downtown parking and the 
correct entrance need advance planning.
Cost: Free.
Sensory plan: Weekday opening is the best low-stimulation target. Avoid tours, school groups, and weekend 
afternoons.
Details: 1111 Chapel Street, New Haven, CT 06510  |  203-432-0600  |  Official source

Call ahead: Confirm August hours, accessible entrance, wheelchair availability, and nearby parking.

2. Yale Center for British Art
New Haven  |  Indoor  |  August fit

Why it works: The recently renewed museum offers free art, comfortable indoor climate, and a self-paced 
route suitable for older adults.
Access & walking: The public galleries are elevator served; contact visitor services for wheelchair, seating, 
and entrance details.
Cost: Free.
Sensory plan: Go at opening on a weekday and select one gallery. Avoid public-program and tour times.
Details: 1080 Chapel Street, New Haven, CT 06510  |  203-432-2800  |  Official source

Call ahead: Confirm gallery hours and the best step-free drop-off point.

3. Yale Peabody Museum
New Haven  |  Indoor  |  August fit

Why it works: Renovated natural-history galleries are free and fully indoors, making an excellent August 
weather backup.
Access & walking: The renovated public museum is accessible with elevators and rest areas; ask about 
loaner wheelchairs and the shortest route.
Cost: Free; timed entry may be used during busy periods.
Sensory plan: Reserve the first entry of the day. Dinosaur and family galleries can be lively, so choose 
quieter collections if needed.
Details: 170 Whitney Avenue, New Haven, CT 06511  |  203-432-8987  |  Official source

Call ahead: Confirm timed-entry rules, sensory resources, and group-visit schedule.

4. Beinecke Rare Book & Manuscript Library
New Haven  |  Indoor  |  August fit

Why it works: The soaring book tower and August exhibitions provide a short, free cultural visit without a 
large museum itinerary.

https://peabody.yale.edu/visit
https://britishart.yale.edu/visit
https://artgallery.yale.edu/visit


CONNECTICUT CAREGIVER OUTING GUIDE  |  AUGUST 2026

Page 15

Access & walking: Accessible Wall Street entrance, staff-assisted elevator, free wheelchair, seating, portable 
stools, and large-print labels are confirmed. Public restrooms are in nearby libraries, not inside.
Cost: Free.
Sensory plan: Weekday morning is likely quieter. Keep the visit brief because restroom access requires 
another building.
Details: 121 Wall Street, New Haven, CT 06511  |  203-432-2977  |  Official source

Call ahead: Confirm exhibition-hall hours, elevator assistance, and nearest accessible restroom.

5. New Haven Museum
New Haven  |  Indoor  |  August fit

Why it works: A compact city-history museum offers an inexpensive, air-conditioned August outing with 
strong reminiscence value.
Access & walking: Limited parking is behind the building. Confirm the accessible entrance, elevator, 
restroom, and seating before arrival.
Cost: Adults $5; seniors $4.
Sensory plan: Wednesday-Friday at 10 a.m. should be calmer than Saturday afternoon.
Details: 114 Whitney Avenue, New Haven, CT 06510  |  203-562-4183  |  Official source

Call ahead: Confirm the step-free route and whether a school or group visit is scheduled.

6. Shore Line Trolley Museum
East Haven  |  Mixed  |  August fit

Why it works: A short historic trolley ride and museum stop are especially engaging for transportation 
memories during the August operating season.
Access & walking: Historic vehicles have access limitations. Ask specifically whether a particular trolley can 
board a wheelchair and how far the platform walk is.
Cost: Admission is modest and includes the standard ride; ask for current senior pricing.
Sensory plan: Choose the first departure on a weekday if offered. Bells, motors, and children can raise 
sound levels.
Details: 17 River Street, East Haven, CT 06512  |  203-467-6927  |  Official source

Call ahead: Confirm operating days, accessible trolley availability, weather policy, and restroom access.

7. PEZ Visitor Center
Orange  |  Indoor  |  August fit

Why it works: Colorful displays and factory-viewing windows make a compact, inexpensive, air-conditioned 
outing.
Access & walking: The visitor center is a modern public attraction; confirm wheelchair route, seating, and 
accessible parking because details may change.
Cost: Low-cost admission; request the current adult/senior rate.
Sensory plan: Weekday opening is best. Bright colors and school-break visitors may be stimulating, so plan a 
short visit.
Details: 35 Prindle Hill Road, Orange, CT 06477  |  203-298-0201  |  Official source

Call ahead: Confirm hours, group traffic, seating, and current admission.

https://us.pez.com/pages/hours-and-location
https://shorelinetrolley.org/plan-your-visit/
https://www.newhavenmuseum.org/visit/admission-hours-directions/
https://beinecke.library.yale.edu/beinecke/plan-your-visit
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8. Osborne Homestead Museum
Derby  |  Mixed  |  August fit

Why it works: Seasonal house tours and the adjacent Kellogg Environmental Center offer history and nature 
with an indoor backup.
Access & walking: The state lists the museum among interpretive facilities, but historic-house access should 
be discussed in advance.
Cost: Free; donations may be accepted.
Sensory plan: Select the earliest public tour and use the environmental center if heat or stairs make the 
house unsuitable.
Details: 500 Hawthorne Avenue, Derby, CT 06418  |  203-734-2513  |  Official source

Call ahead: Confirm 2026 tour days, first-floor access, seating, and environmental-center hours.

9. Hammonasset Beach State Park and Meigs Point Nature Center
Madison  |  Mixed  |  August fit

Why it works: The accessible nature center is a valuable indoor component, while the West Beach mat and 
shoreline views provide a fair-weather option.
Access & walking: Meigs Point Nature Center is described as completely accessible. The park offers free 
beach wheelchairs and a seasonal 75-foot mobility mat at West Beach.
Cost: Free parking for Connecticut-registered vehicles; out-of-state seasonal fees apply. Nature-center 
admission is generally free.
Sensory plan: Arrive early on a weekday and prioritize the nature center or picnic area over a crowded 
beach.
Details: 1288 Boston Post Road, Madison, CT 06443  |  203-245-2785  |  Official source

Call ahead: Confirm water quality, center hours, beach-chair availability, and parking capacity.

10. Blessed Michael McGivney Pilgrimage Center
New Haven  |  Indoor  |  August fit

Why it works: Free exhibits on faith, service, and local history offer a quiet, air-conditioned downtown stop 
for interested clients.
Access & walking: The modern museum is generally accessible; verify the correct entrance, elevator route, 
and parking before going.
Cost: Free.
Sensory plan: Weekday morning is preferable, with a short one-floor route if fatigue is a concern.
Details: 1 State Street, New Haven, CT 06511  |  203-865-0400  |  Official source

Call ahead: Confirm public hours, exhibit availability, and accessible parking.

https://www.michaelmcgivneycenter.org/en/visit.html
https://ctparks.com/parks/hammonasset-beach-state-park
https://portal.ct.gov/deep/education/kellogg/osborne-homestead-museum


CONNECTICUT CAREGIVER OUTING GUIDE  |  AUGUST 2026

Page 26

Before You Leave
A two-minute confirmation call can prevent a difficult arrival. Check each item against the individual 
care plan.

 Current public hours, last admission, reservations, and group-size rules
 Accessible parking or drop-off, entrance, elevator/lift dimensions, seating, and route length
 Accessible restroom availability and the distance from the planned activity
 Admission, caregiver/support-person policy, library passes, and payment method
 Weather, heat index, air quality, water quality, trail or beach conditions, and an indoor backup
 Transportation timing, vehicle temperature, hydration, medication schedule, meals, and rest 

breaks
 Expected noise, lighting, crowds, school groups, camps, concerts, or special events
 Client preferences, consent, dignity, clothing, mobility equipment, and communication supports
 Organization policies, approved staffing level, emergency contacts, and return-time plan

Scope and safety note. These are planning suggestions, not guarantees of accessibility, clinical 
appropriateness, supervision level, transportation safety, or individual suitability. Public details can change. 
Caregivers should follow their organization’s policies, care plans, staffing requirements, and emergency 
procedures.

READY TO EXPLORE?
We've picked 5 destinations in New Haven County that residents may love to discover.

TURN THE PAGE →
Your next ElderCrew adventure could be waiting.
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TOP 5 MUST-SEE DESTINATIONS
IN NEW HAVEN COUNTY

A FUN DAY OUT, MADE SIMPLE

1  •  NEW HAVEN  •  INDOOR

Yale University Art Gallery
Enjoy centuries of art in an inviting museum at the heart of Yale's historic
campus.

WHY RESIDENTS MAY LOVE IT
A focused gallery visit offers beauty, stories, and endless conversation
starters.

LEARN MORE  ›

2  •  NEW HAVEN  •  INDOOR

Yale Peabody Museum
Meet towering dinosaurs and explore the natural world in newly renewed
galleries.

WHY RESIDENTS MAY LOVE IT
Familiar fossils and vivid displays can inspire wonder across generations.

LEARN MORE  ›

3  •  NEW HAVEN  •  INDOOR

Beinecke Rare Book & Manuscript Library
Step into an architectural landmark glowing around a spectacular tower of rare
books.

WHY RESIDENTS MAY LOVE IT
The dramatic space makes a short visit feel distinctive, calm, and memorable.

LEARN MORE  ›

4  •  EAST HAVEN  •  MIXED

Shore Line Trolley Museum
Ride a vintage trolley and discover the sights and stories of electric railway
history.

WHY RESIDENTS MAY LOVE IT
The ride can spark warm memories while turning local history into a lively shared
experience.

LEARN MORE  ›

5  •  MADISON  •  MIXED

Hammonasset Beach State Park and Meigs Point
Nature Center
Combine sweeping shoreline scenery with an engaging nature-center stop at
Connecticut's largest beach park.

WHY RESIDENTS MAY LOVE IT
Residents can enjoy the coast from a comfortable viewpoint or add a manageable
indoor visit.

LEARN MORE  ›

CAREGIVER TIP

Call ahead to confirm accessibility, seating, parking, current hours, and the best route for your resident.

800-930-6716  •  eldercrew.com

connect@eldercrew.com

https://artgallery.yale.edu/
https://peabody.yale.edu/
https://beinecke.library.yale.edu/
https://shorelinetrolley.org/
https://ctparks.com/parks/hammonasset-beach-state-park

