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Connecticut Caregiver Outing Guide
10 practical community outings in Hartford County

A fun day out, made simple
Enjoy a welcoming outing with caregiver, friends, and up to 2 residents.

Choose an adventure, share the experience, and let ElderCrew help you get started.

County quick index

Hartford County

Planning note
August in Connecticut can bring heat, humidity, thunderstorms, poor air quality, and
busy shoreline weekends. Favor weekday mornings, keep outdoor time short, carry
water, and pair every weather-sensitive plan with a nearby indoor backup. Quiet-time
suggestions in this guide are caregiver planning strategies unless a venue-specific
sensory resource is explicitly identified.
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Hartford County
10 August-ready options | 9 indoor • 0 outdoor • 1 mixed

1. Wadsworth Atheneum Museum of Art
Hartford  |  Indoor  |  August fit

Why it works: A major air-conditioned art museum with elevators, seating options, and enough variety to 
build a short one-gallery visit.
Access & walking: The barrier-free Avery entrance is at 29 Atheneum Square North. Free wheelchairs, 
accessible restrooms, elevators, and ramps are listed.
Cost: Adults $22; seniors 62+ $18. Pay what you wish from 4-5 p.m. on open days; Hartford residents are free.
Sensory plan: The museum has a Calm Corner and a social narrative. Weekday afternoons before the pay-
what-you-wish hour may be quieter.
Details: 600 Main Street, Hartford, CT 06103  |  860-278-2670  |  Official source

Call ahead: Confirm the calm space, wheelchair availability, and gallery closures.

2. Connecticut Museum of Culture and History
Hartford  |  Indoor  |  August fit

Why it works: A comfortable August indoor choice with Connecticut-focused exhibits that work well for 
reminiscence and conversation.
Access & walking: Accessible parking and an accessible entrance with callbox and wheelchair lift are 
confirmed. Additional hearing, vision, and neurodiversity supports are listed.
Cost: Adults $12; seniors 65+ $10; free on the first full weekend of the month and free with SNAP/EBT.
Sensory plan: Choose Tuesday or Wednesday at opening. First-weekend free admission may be busier 
despite the savings.
Details: 1 Elizabeth Street, Hartford, CT 06105  |  860-236-5621  |  Official source

Call ahead: Confirm lift staffing and whether any group visits are scheduled.

3. Museum of Connecticut History
Hartford  |  Indoor  |  August fit

Why it works: A compact, free museum inside the State Library is a strong heat or rain backup for clients 
interested in civic and industrial history.
Access & walking: The state office building uses security screening. Step-free access is expected but the 
museum page should be checked for the current entrance and elevator route.
Cost: Admission is always free.
Sensory plan: Weekday mornings outside legislative or school-group periods are the best bet; allow extra 
time for security without rushing.
Details: 231 Capitol Avenue, Hartford, CT 06106  |  860-757-6535  |  Official source

Call ahead: Confirm public hours, security requirements, and accessible entrance location.

4. Connecticut's Old State House
Hartford  |  Indoor  |  August fit

Why it works: Restored historic rooms and civic-history exhibits make a manageable, seated-tour-friendly 
August outing.

https://portal.ct.gov/museumofcthistory/visit
https://www.connecticutmuseum.org/visit/plan-your-visit/
https://www.thewadsworth.org/visit/planning-your-visit/
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Access & walking: Confirmed ramp entrance, elevator to all floors, accessible restroom stalls, and sitting 
opportunities during guided tours.
Cost: Adults $8; seniors 65+ $4. Parking at the nearby State House Square garage is capped at $10 with 
validation.
Sensory plan: Try Tuesday-Friday at noon. Downtown lunch hours may add street noise, but the guided 
format provides structure.
Details: 800 Main Street, Hartford, CT 06103  |  860-522-6766  |  Official source

Call ahead: For groups of 10+, reserve; otherwise confirm tour availability and garage closing time.

5. Connecticut State Capitol Tour
Hartford  |  Indoor  |  August fit

Why it works: A free one-hour civic and architecture tour is timely in the nation's 250th-anniversary year 
and provides indoor August relief.
Access & walking: Accessible parking, power-assisted entrances, and accommodation requests through the 
General Assembly ADA coordinator are confirmed.
Cost: Free.
Sensory plan: Choose an early weekday tour and request seating or a shortened route. Security and echoing 
public spaces may be stimulating.
Details: 210 Capitol Avenue, Hartford, CT 06106  |  860-240-0222  |  Official source

Call ahead: Request accommodations at least five days ahead when possible and confirm the tour schedule.

6. Harriet Beecher Stowe Center
Hartford  |  Indoor  |  August fit

Why it works: A guided literary-history visit suits an older adult and provides a meaningful August indoor 
option.
Access & walking: The visitor center first floor is wheelchair accessible; only the first floor of the Stowe 
House accommodates non-electric wheelchairs. ADA adjustments are available by request.
Cost: Tour admission is not a free outing; ask about current senior rates, Museums for All, and library 
passes.
Sensory plan: Book the first tour of the day and ask about a smaller group. The historic house format is 
quieter but narration is continuous.
Details: 77 Forest Street, Hartford, CT 06105  |  860-522-9258  |  Official source

Call ahead: Discuss wheelchair type, first-floor-only content, seating, and tour length.

7. Mark Twain House & Museum
Hartford  |  Indoor  |  August fit

Why it works: A guided house tour offers literature, architecture, and reminiscence in an air-conditioned 
visitor center, with a shorter museum-only alternative.
Access & walking: The modern museum center is accessible; the historic house route and lift limitations 
require advance discussion for mobility devices.
Cost: Regular tours are a higher-cost exception; ask about senior, Museums for All, and library-pass 
discounts.
Sensory plan: Reserve the earliest tour and avoid special-event periods. A museum-center-only visit may be 
lower demand.
Details: 351 Farmington Avenue, Hartford, CT 06105  |  860-247-0998  |  Official source

https://marktwainhouse.org/visit/
https://www.harrietbeecherstowecenter.org/before-your-visit/
https://www.cga.ct.gov/asp/content/accessibility_planning_your_visit.asp
https://wp.cga.ct.gov/osh/visit/
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Call ahead: Confirm the accessible house route, lift dimensions, seating, and total price.

8. New Britain Museum of American Art
New Britain  |  Indoor  |  August fit

Why it works: American art in a modern museum makes a reliable heat or rain plan, and a single-gallery 
route can keep the visit short.
Access & walking: The museum welcomes access requests and has an elevator-accessible public building. 
Ask about wheelchairs and closest parking.
Cost: Check current admission; seniors receive a reduced rate and many Connecticut libraries lend passes.
Sensory plan: Wednesday or Thursday at opening is likely calmer than Friday evening or weekend 
programming.
Details: 56 Lexington Street, New Britain, CT 06052  |  860-229-0257  |  Official source

Call ahead: Confirm current senior price, library-pass rules, and group reservations.

9. Hill-Stead Museum and Sunken Garden
Farmington  |  Mixed  |  August fit

Why it works: The first-floor art and the Sunken Garden pair well for a mild August morning; either 
component can stand alone.
Access & walking: Designated parking and wheelchair access are confirmed for the first floor, shop, gallery, 
and Sunken Garden. The second floor is stairs only; one wheelchair is available by request.
Cost: Adults $20; seniors 62+ $18, with Museums for All and other discounts available.
Sensory plan: Go at opening and choose the garden before heat builds. Avoid event days for lower 
stimulation.
Details: 35 Mountain Road, Farmington, CT 06032  |  860-677-4787  |  Official source

Call ahead: Reserve the right tour type and confirm garden surfaces after rain.

10. New England Air Museum
Windsor Locks  |  Indoor  |  August fit

Why it works: Three large indoor hangars make an excellent rainy-day or heat-day outing with strong 
aviation reminiscence appeal.
Access & walking: Accessible parking, broad first-floor walkways, elevators to mezzanines, and loaner 
wheelchairs including one powered chair are confirmed.
Cost: Admission is moderate; request the current senior rate and ask about local library passes.
Sensory plan: Visit at weekday opening. Hangars can echo and weekend family programs add noise, so 
check the calendar.
Details: 36 Perimeter Road, Windsor Locks, CT 06096  |  860-623-3305  |  Official source

Call ahead: Confirm the powered wheelchair, café/restroom status, and any loud demonstrations.

https://neam.org/pages/visit
https://hillstead.org/visit/
https://nbmaa.org/visit
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Before You Leave
A two-minute confirmation call can prevent a difficult arrival. Check each item against the individual 
care plan.

 Current public hours, last admission, reservations, and group-size rules
 Accessible parking or drop-off, entrance, elevator/lift dimensions, seating, and route length
 Accessible restroom availability and the distance from the planned activity
 Admission, caregiver/support-person policy, library passes, and payment method
 Weather, heat index, air quality, water quality, trail or beach conditions, and an indoor backup
 Transportation timing, vehicle temperature, hydration, medication schedule, meals, and rest 

breaks
 Expected noise, lighting, crowds, school groups, camps, concerts, or special events
 Client preferences, consent, dignity, clothing, mobility equipment, and communication supports
 Organization policies, approved staffing level, emergency contacts, and return-time plan

Scope and safety note. These are planning suggestions, not guarantees of accessibility, clinical 
appropriateness, supervision level, transportation safety, or individual suitability. Public details can change. 
Caregivers should follow their organization’s policies, care plans, staffing requirements, and emergency 
procedures.

READY TO EXPLORE?
We've picked 5 destinations in Hartford County that residents may love to discover.

TURN THE PAGE →
Your next ElderCrew adventure could be waiting.
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TOP 5 MUST-SEE DESTINATIONS
IN HARTFORD COUNTY

A FUN DAY OUT, MADE SIMPLE

1  •  HARTFORD  •  INDOOR

Wadsworth Atheneum Museum of
Art
Wander through inspiring American and European art in a grand
downtown museum.

WHY RESIDENTS MAY LOVE IT
A single-gallery visit offers beauty, comfortable pacing, and abundant
conversation starters.

LEARN MORE  ›

2  •  HARTFORD  •  INDOOR

Mark Twain House & Museum
Enter the richly decorated home where Mark Twain wrote some of his most
beloved works.

WHY RESIDENTS MAY LOVE IT
Literature, architecture, and familiar stories can invite reminiscence and shared
discovery.

LEARN MORE  ›

3  •  NEW BRITAIN  •  INDOOR

New Britain Museum of American Art
Enjoy American art in a bright modern museum filled with color, stories, and
changing views.

WHY RESIDENTS MAY LOVE IT
A short, self-paced gallery route makes an engaging indoor escape in August.

LEARN MORE  ›

4  •  FARMINGTON  •  MIXED

Hill-Stead Museum and Sunken Garden
Pair celebrated art and historic interiors with a beautiful garden framed by
summer color.

WHY RESIDENTS MAY LOVE IT
Residents can enjoy the first-floor collection, the garden, or both according to stamina
and weather.

LEARN MORE  ›

5  •  WINDSOR LOCKS  •  INDOOR

New England Air Museum
Stand beside remarkable aircraft and explore New England's rich aviation story.

WHY RESIDENTS MAY LOVE IT
Large-scale displays create a true sense of occasion and can inspire memories of
travel and service.

LEARN MORE  ›

CAREGIVER TIP

Call ahead to confirm accessibility, seating, parking, current hours, and the best route for your resident.

800-930-6716  •  eldercrew.com

connect@eldercrew.com

https://www.thewadsworth.org/
https://marktwainhouse.org/
https://www.nbmaa.org/
https://www.hillstead.org/
https://neam.org/

